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 And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 

 Eight days. That’s what God commanded Abraham: “He who is eight days old among 

you shall be circumcised.” This was the sign of the covenant. The seal of God’s relationship 

to His people. The guarantee of His promises. Circumcision placed God’s name on the 

Hebrew child. 

 And with the circumcision of His flesh, the Babe of Bethlehem is given the name Jesus. 

Heaven itself spoke the name. God the Father commanded such a name be given His Son. 

But the one who actually had to do the naming was Mary’s betrothed: Joseph. 

 This was the moment that named Joseph’s relationship to both mother and child. Three 

months or so earlier, Joseph was going to end the relationship. His fiancé was pregnant 

with another’s child. Being a good man, he didn’t want to bring shame upon Mary and the 

baby. He decided to divorce her quietly. But the angel came to him. Told Joseph that this 

Child was the very Son of God. And the angel commanded him, “Name the child Jesus.” 

Joseph’s doubts were cast away. He traveled with Mary and the unborn baby to Bethlehem. 

He cared for her in her labor. He cared for the Child she bore. What Child is this? The Christ, 

the very Son of God, Immanuel. 

 And so Joseph named this Child the name commanded by the angel. Jesus. God-saves-

His-people-from-their-sins Jesus. In the act of naming the Child, Joseph claims Mary’s Son 

as his own. He legitimizes Jesus, formalizing his relationship to the Babe. All doubt as to 

Jesus’ parentage is cast away. He is named Joseph’s Son. In Luke 2:33, the Scriptures even 

refer to Joseph as Jesus’ “father.” While Joseph might not be Jesus’ biological father, he is 

Jesus’ legal one. 

 Unnamed relationships aren’t a good thing. What would’ve it said if Joseph refused to 

name Jesus as his Son? What does it mean when we refuse to name our relationships? 

Consider the couple living together outside of marriage. What protections does each person 

have? Either one can leave at any moment. Kick the other out of the house. Is it wrong to 
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run off with another when you’re not even joined? What’s it mean for the children born to 

them? They’re not legitimate. We have a name for those born out of wedlock. Even if we 

don’t name our relationships, others will. And the names others give aren’t favorable.  

 When we don’t name our relationships, we hurt others. We leave them in doubt. The 

relationship uncertain. Great potential for confusion, for harm and hurt.  

 Even worse, when we don’t name our relationships, we fail to love others. We fail to 

love them by not offering certainty. They don’t know what to expect from us. But by naming 

relationships, we offer promises and a guarantee of our love. We give them comfort and 

security and reliance. All by naming our relationships. 

 When Joseph named Jesus, he was promising to Mary and the baby that he would 

protect them, provide for them, care for and love them. By naming Jesus, Joseph offered all 

that he had—including his ancestry—to Jesus. Jesus inherited all the names of those from 

whom Joseph was descended. Joseph’s genealogy became Jesus’ own. It’s even recorded for 

us in Matthew 1. That means Jesus is in the line of kings, a direct descendant of King David, 

the Root of Jesse, from the House of Judah. And so Jesus’ being named by Joseph means also 

that Jesus gains the name of Joseph’s ancestry. 

 We have been named, too. Our parents name us and, in so doing, claim us as theirs. 

They give us names that hold promise—names that tell us what they want for us, who they 

want us to be. By naming us, our parents promise to be our parents, that is, those who love 

and care for us. 

 Something similar happens when a woman gets married. She is given her husband’s 

name. It means that she is his and that he is beholden to her. His name claims her. He is to 

protect and provide for her. He is to love and care for her. All that is his becomes hers. And 

any children she bears become his children, too. The husband, by giving his name to his 

wife, legitimizes both her and her children. 

 We have been named here on earth, but we have also been named from heaven. Just as 

Joseph named Jesus with the name spoken from heaven. Old Testament Circumcision 

included the naming of the child. So, too, New Testament Baptism includes naming. The 

very first question the baptizer asks of the one being baptized is “How are you named?” 

Children are given names by their parents. Some adults will change to a Christian name, 

naming their new relationship in Christ. In both cases, the name is connected to Holy 
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Baptism. In this Sacrament, God names and thereby claims as His own dear children. He 

names us: child, beloved, His own. “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 And with that name comes God’s promises. God doesn’t leave us uncertain as to how He 

regards us. Doubt is cast away. Baptism is a seal, a guarantee of His promises. God says, “I 

will protect you and provide for you. You are mine. And I am yours.” As His children, He 

promises to save us to eternal life. That’s what the eighth day means. The eighth day is the 

first day of the new week. On the eighth day, Jesus rose again from the dead. And so our 

baptismal font has eight sides, pointing to that new life named in Holy Baptism. 

 Thus, it’s totally appropriate that we celebrate, the New Year’s coming with the new life 

promised in the Circumcision and Name of Jesus. 


