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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 I think it was Daniel—Daniel-in-the-lions’-den Daniel—who told the Persians about the 

Christ. These would’ve been the Magi, or Wise Men from the East. Daniel, we know, was a 

prophet and teacher, a man of God, acquainted with the ancient Writings. Surely, Daniel 

didn’t fail to mention the whole point of the Scriptures: the promised Christ. 

 Centuries passed. Some of those Magi remembered Daniel’s teaching. When the Star 

appeared, it reminded them. It told them the Christ, the King of the Jews, was born. They 

followed. 

 But the Star didn’t lead those Magi to Bethlehem. Rather, it led them to Jerusalem, 

David’s Royal City. Makes sense that a newborn King would be in the King’s city. But that 

wasn’t the case here. The old King, Herod the Great, is disturbed by the arrival of the Magi. 

He wants to know where this newborn King is to be found. 

 Where does Herod go? He sends for his own wise men: scribes and experts in the Law. 

They search the Old Testament and find the prophecy in Micah’s book. Interesting. The Star 

isn’t enough. God doesn’t want it to be enough. The Star’s appearing forces wise men—both 

Jewish and Gentile—to search the Scriptures. 

 We aren’t given a Star overhead to direct us. We don’t need it for wisdom, to be made 

wise. Rather, we are given the same thing Daniel and Micah had, we are given the very 

Word of God, the ancient Writings, the Scriptures. 

 Now, we might look for wisdom in all kinds of places. We love worldly wisdom, after all. 

And much of the wisdom of the world is indeed good. Plato, Aristotle, Socrates—pagans all, 

but brilliant. Einstein and Edison, Kant and Kierkegaard, Aquinas and Descartes and Hume. 

Brilliant. Wisdom of this world ought not be despised, but its brilliance doesn’t compare to 

the brilliance of God Himself. Just as the Star’s brilliance didn’t compare to the brilliance of 

the Scriptures. 

 Let me give you the distinction: The great thinkers of this world—and they are great 

thinkers—can tell us how this world works (at least, much of the time); however, they can’t 

tell us the reason why this world works the way that it does—at least, not with any 



 2 

certainty.  Moreover, their insights can help us to live better lives here on earth, but those 

same insights can speak nothing about the life of the world to come. Wisdom of this world 

can make you wise. God’s wisdom alone can make you wise unto salvation. 

 The newborn King’s birth is not a matter capable of being handled by wisdom of this 

world. This birth is a matter of salvation. “God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God.” 

Thus, the Magi needed more in order to get to the newborn King. God provided it through 

Prophet Micah: “And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 

the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.” 

 We have the Scriptures. They direct us to the newborn King, the Promised One, the 

Christ. God has given us His Scriptures, which make us wise unto salvation. We don’t need a 

Star. After all, many others saw the Star also but had no clue about its meaning. Not King 

Herod nor the wise men of Jerusalem. Only these Magi from the East understood—but only 

because they remembered what Daniel had taught and preached.  

  Having the Scriptures, we know what that Star meant. We have been made wise in the 

things of God. We know the why of this world. We know that we and all people have been 

created as an act of incomprehensible and divine love. We know that God desires all people 

come to a knowledge of the truth and be saved. We know, because we have the ancient 

Writings, the newborn King is the Light of the world, and that Light is the Life of men. Jesus 

is the Christ, the Promised One, the Savior of all people. He calls us out of the darkness of 

ignorance and into the Light of His wisdom. 

 None shines more brilliantly than Christ. None is wiser than Christ. None saves people 

like Christ. And, having the Scriptures, we have Christ. 

 In the newborn King’s name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


