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 He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 The devil is a wolf, a predator. You, his chosen prey. His messengers are wolves in 

sheep’s clothing. His evil is all manner of suffering. He uses every problem you have, every 

struggle, every symptom of your fallen condition. He attacks you when you’re weak and 

weakened. Easier meat. This wolf is smart, clever—craftiest of all creatures. He stalks you, 

waiting for you to stumble. With his howls, he tries to force you off the path. If you stray, he 

pounces. If you’re slow in following the Shepherd, he takes down the straggler.  

 As this wolf is the devil, though, he’s not like earthly wolves. He doesn’t get tired, 

doesn’t need to rest. He doesn’t feast on flesh and blood and bone, but rather he eats souls. 

He’s not a picky eater. Sin doesn’t deter him. He enjoys the sweetness of the self-righteous. 

The bitterness of the vulgar. He savors the suffering of his victims. He salivates at the mere 

thought of consuming you and every living thing.  

 When you’re down, struggling with dark thoughts, this wolf comes along and grabs 

ahold of your ankle and drags you about. He increases your suffering, deepens your 

depression, exacerbates your misery. He wants to banish all thoughts of happiness, of 

blessing. He wants you thoroughly miserable, because he himself is miserable. He wants to 

drag you into the darkness where he can take his sweet time, chewing on you, crunching 

your bones. The psalmist laments this wolf’s attacks: “For my life is consumed with grief 

and my years with groaning; my iniquity has drained my strength and my bones are 

wasting away.” 

 The wolf is using your current suffering. He doesn’t want you to go to Church or read 

your Bible or watch the Gospel online. He tells you clever deceits, using fear and anxiety to 

keep you from your neighbors. He takes kindness and love and twists it, perverts it. The 

Teacher says, “To everything there is a season… A time to embrace and a time to refrain 

from embracing.” Right now, for this season, social distancing is a good thing. However, this 

wolfish devil wants that “time to embrace” to never come around again. He stokes your 
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fears and worries—for yourself and for others—so that you are isolated. “It is not good for 

man to be alone.” The devil wants you alone.  

 You need other people. You were intelligently designed as a social creature. You need to 

touch and be touched. You need to be gathered together. That’s what the imagery of a 

sheep pen in our lesson is about. When you’re isolated, you’re easy meat. When you’re 

gathered into one fold, you are protected, secure, safe. You are protected by the Shepherd. 

In the sheep pen, you have every happiness and blessing. 

 Jesus is the Good Shepherd. You, His chosen sheep. You can’t protect yourself from the 

wolf. Even all together, the sheep are no match for the fierce predator. Without the 

Shepherd, there’d no longer be sheep. Just a fat wolf. 

 Jesus is the Good Shepherd. You, His chosen sheep. He protects you from the wolf. He 

sees the wolf coming, but He doesn’t leave or flee. He wants you gathered in His sheep pen, 

safe and secure, so that He can watch over you. Give you every happiness, every blessing. 

Jesus isn’t a hired hand. He cares—cares everything—for you. 

 The sheep pen is none other than the Church. It has but a single gate, which Jesus talks 

about immediately before our passage: “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be 

saved and will go in and out and find pasture.” You can only come into the safety of the 

Church through Jesus. This is a good thing. If Jesus is the door, the wolf can’t get into the 

sheep pen. There, within its walls, the fold is protected, safe, secure. He promises you that 

no evil will destroy you within His Church. The Shepherd delivers you from evil. 

 Jesus lays down His life for the sheep. That’s how He delivers you from the wolf. As your 

Shepherd, He lays Himself at the Door, using His own body and blood and bone to block the 

devil. When the wolf comes stalking and slinking, in the darkness of your condition, he 

encounters Jesus laying down at the Door. The wolf goes to eat some sheep but gets a 

mouthful of Shepherd instead. 

 Jesus willingly takes the attacks of the wolf. Beyond simply taking on your human flesh, 

Jesus fasted 40 days and made Himself weak. The wolf attacked Jesus in the wilderness, 

tempting Jesus to sin. With a Word, Jesus chased the beast away. The wolf sent his pack, his 

demons and the false teachers, to torment Jesus and the people. Again and again, Jesus 

battled those demons and Pharisees, driving them out with but a Word. The wolf put into 

the hearts and minds of High Priest Caiaphas and Judas Iscariot to betray and hand over the 
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Jesus to be killed. Jesus, like a sheep, stood silent before His accusers. He let the wolf ravage 

His body and chomp on His bones and lap up His blood.  

 But in attacking the Shepherd, the wolf causes his own demise. The feast, too rich. The 

meat and marrow, too sumptuous. The wolf gorges on the Shepherd—makes himself sick. 

Evil causes his own suffering, his own depression, his own misery. Bloated, the wolf 

collapses at the Gate, unable to get at the sheep.  

 Jesus knows you. You are His chosen sheep. He speaks this Word in John’s account 

about you: “I know My own and My own know Me.” You are of the other sheep that are not 

of this fold called Israel. Instead, you are called Grace. Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Muncie, Ind. You He must bring also, and you will listen to your Shepherd’s voice. You are 

part of the one flock, just as Jesus is the one Shepherd. 

 You will be joined again. You will be allowed to return to work, to school, to play… to 

Church. You will no longer have to be socially distanced. You will be gathered together. 

Together with the other sheep of this fold. Together listening to your Good Shepherd’s 

voice. Together sharing in the fellowship of His meal. This togetherness is but a foretaste of 

your fellowship in eternity. 

 That eternity is promised in that the Shepherd attacked and killed, dragged into the 

darkness of the cross—it’s promised in that He didn’t stay dead. Jesus arose with the 

brilliance of Easter morning. Just as the sun rose to illuminate the skies, so Jesus rose. He is 

the Light, which is the life of men. That means you too shall rise and be joined together with 

Him for eternity. “So there will be one flock, one Shepherd.” 

 Jesus, your Good Shepherd, delivers you from the devil. You are His chosen sheep. 

Chosen for eternity. And the wolf will never be able to howl or bite or trick or harm you. 

Your Shepherd is using all things—all things—to work together for the good of you who 

love Him. He loves you. He laid down His life for you. He took His life up again for you. And 

He will keep you safe and secure now and forever. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

 He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 


