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He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 So they were saying, “What does He mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is 
talking about.” 

 Apostle John most likely penned his account of the Gospel after the Book of Revelation. 

This question then might actually be about that. In Revelation, “a little while” is that time 

between Christ’s Ascension and His Return to judge the living and the dead. The disciples 

are confused. They’re in the Upper Room, Jesus is serving them the Last Supper, and 

tomorrow He will die on the cross. They don’t know all of that, but Jesus does. 

 As it was then, so it is today. Many are confused about what Jesus means by “a little 

while.” Just consider the confusion shared on Facebook and Twitter. Is this pandemic a sign 

of the End Times? Although we talk about End Times every year in November (and on this 

Fourth Sunday of Easter), people are more concerned about them than usual. Several of 

you have asked me about it. The apocalypse is an often requested Bible study. All of it is 

wrapped up in what Jesus means with this little phrase—the phrase “a little while.”  

 Why? Because it involves sorrow and joy. When will the sorrow begin? When will it end 

so that joy may begin? How long is “a little while”? We want an idea of what to expect. I 

don’t know about you, but most of my frustration with the pandemic and the government’s 

response is that I don’t know what to expect. What’s the timeline? When will life return to 

normal? Will it ever be normal again? What can we expect? 

 Jesus isn’t being purposefully vague. He’s telling His disciples—including us—as much 

as He can. He’s telling us the plan. So, what does He mean by “a little while”? 

 “A little while, and you will see Me no longer.” Immediately, Jesus is referring to His 

death. In a few hours, He will be taken from them, tried, and the next day crucified. His 

body will be laid in the tomb. They won’t see Him. “A little while” means just a few hours. 

 “And again a little while, and you will see Me.” Then, after three days in the tomb, Jesus 

will rise. (He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia!) And He will appear to them, once 

more, in that same Upper Room. They will see Him. They will see the marks of His 

crucifixion in nailed hands and pierced side. “A little while” means three days. 
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 Jesus speaks of the Church, as well. After His resurrection, our Lord appeared to the 

disciples and taught and performed miracles for 40 days. After those 40 days, He ascended 

bodily into heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father. “A little while, and you will see 

Me no longer,” could be said again. “A little while” then means 40 days. 

 With the Ascension, Jesus promises to Return. “And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead,” we confess. “And again a little while, and you will see 

Me.” “A little while” here means until His Return. It’s been nearly 2,000 years. We have no 

idea how much longer it will be. We do know, however, that “a little while” won’t be too 

long. Indeed, we’re closer to Christ’s Return today than we were yesterday. 

  We are in this “a little while.” Jesus tells us what it’ll be like. He says, “You will be 

sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.” Of course, the disciples were sorrowful when 

Jesus “suffered and was buried.” But their sorrow was turned into joy on the third day, 

when “He rose again according to the Scriptures.” 

 Jesus’ ascended into heaven and the disciples remained. They experienced sorrow once 

again. All but Apostle John died a martyr’s death. They suffered persecution, imprisonment, 

execution. All of that on top of the normal suffering we face in this life: financial hardship, 

job loss, the death of loved ones, illness and disease, loneliness and anxiety, starvation and 

deprivation. Still Jesus promised them: “You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn 

into joy.” That is, they will have joy come Christ’s Return on the Last Day. 

 Our Lord illustrates His point: “When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because 

her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the 

anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.” 

 We know what to expect of a pregnancy. We are given a timeline. Pregnancy begins 

with joy—husband and wife taking delight in each other. And then comes the misery. 

Pregnancy can be quite difficult (or so I’ve been told). Aching back. Hormonal imbalance. 

Something both a part of the mother and also alien growing inside her womb. (Women 

really have a superpower.) The timeline is about 40 weeks. And then a great and laborious 

suffering. But, in the end, joy. Pure, unadulterated joy. Holding her baby, she no longer 

remembers the anguish. That is, the sorrow is worth the joy. 

 All the sorrow the disciples experienced—days of fear in the Upper Room, persecution, 

imprisonments, martyr’s deaths—don’t compare with the joy that awaits them. All the 
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sorrow we experience won’t compare with the joy that awaits us. For those who believe in 

Him, Jesus’ Return on the Last Day is not a day of terror and dread. Rather, it’s a day of 

great joy. “So you have sorrow now, but I will see you again,” declares our Lord, “and your 

hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 

 This is because Jesus Himself underwent sorrow in order to have joy. He went from that 

Upper Room and to the Garden of Gethsemane where He cried out to the Father in anguish, 

was betrayed by Judas Iscariot, and then arrested. From there He was taken to the High 

Priest’s home, where He was tried in a mockery of a trial and beaten. They dragged Him to 

the Stone Pavement where He was questioned, scourged, and sentenced before Pontius 

Pilate. He marched, carrying His cross along the Via Dolorosa, and up to Golgotha. There He 

was crucified; there He died; there He suffered the Father’s wrath for sin. 

 All of it Jesus underwent so that His disciples—that includes us—so that they might 

have joy. It was His joy to undergo the cross so that all “who receive Him, who believe in 

His name, might become children of God.” And that is what we are! We are children of God, 

“born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” And He 

suffered all of it but remembers none of the anguish. He remembers none of the anguish for 

joy that His children are saved. 

 In “a little while,” our Lord Jesus will Return. When will that be? “No one knows the day 

nor the hour.” But we must not consider God slow. “The Lord is not slow to fulfill His 

promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 

perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2Pt 3:9). We are in the End Times now, as the 

Church has always believed and as the Scriptures declare. For “a little while” we will 

sorrow; and “again a little while” we will see Jesus. Then our sorrow will cease; then our joy 

will be made complete. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

 He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 


