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He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 “But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I 

told them to you.” 

 It’s as if Jesus said to His disciples, “You are now prepared.”  

 But how could they be prepared? They had no idea what was facing them. Except Jesus 

told them. He said that He was going to be betrayed, handed over to evil men, killed, and 

the third day raised. If this was going to happen to Jesus, what was going to happen to His 

disciples? They, too, faced persecution. All but one of them—all but beloved John—died a 

martyr’s death. Martyred because they bore witness about Christ. 

 Christians throughout history have likewise been prepared. They received the same 

witness, from the Helper, sent to them from the Father, the Spirit of truth—the same truth 

of Him who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life—who proceeds from the Father. This Spirit 

likewise prepared them. St. Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, writes: “For to [suffering 

unjustly] you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, so that you might follow in his steps” (1Pt 2:21). 

 A host of martyrs has followed in Christ’s steps. They lead the streaming multitudes 

coming out of the Great Tribulation to be gathered around the throne of God. Throughout 

the first centuries of the Church, Roman emperors rounded up and murdered Christians. 

Those that murdered them thought they were doing the right thing. The heathens believed 

they had to wipe out the Christians because they were enemies of the state, enemies of the 

human race, and enemies of the gods. They called the Christians atheists because they had 

no temple, no altar, and no sacrifice. These deniers of the gods were considered to be the 

cause of all the plagues—disease, economic hardship, war—all the plagues supposedly 

inflicted upon the land by the angry gods. 

 How could these early Christians be prepared? Jesus also warned them. He said they 

would be persecuted: “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated 

you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not 

of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the 
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word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, 

they will also persecute you. …All these things they will do to you on account of my name, 

because they do not know him who sent me” (Jn 15:18-20). 

 The world hasn’t stopped hating Christ. It won’t stop hating Christians. Persecution will 

continue. Jesus warns: “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away.” 

 Our Christian brothers and sisters are still being martyred today. We talk about those 

Christians in Muslim countries that are being tortured and beheaded. Christian blood soaks 

African soil, crying out for God’s vengeance—just as Abel’s blood cried out against Cain. 

Just a few years ago and in France, two ISIS members killed an 84-year-old priest, Father 

Jacques Hamel, making him kneel, as they slit his throat.  

 But we don’t need to go overseas. Pastors have been beaten to death in Toronto, Canada 

for speaking out against Gay Pride. And much closer to home, 27 saints of Sutherland 

Springs, Texas’s First Baptist Church were murdered, as were nine saints of Charleston, 

South Carolina’s Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church. Just for being Christian. 

 In the last couple of weeks, Muncie churches and pastors have received death threats 

for opening their church doors for worship once again. Our church sign was vandalized last 

week, someone taking a beer bottle and repeatedly pounding it against the plexiglass until 

it broke through. Normally, we wouldn’t say anything. But today’s lesson begs mentioning 

it. People hate the Church and Christians, because they hate Christ and hate the One who 

sent Him.  

 Persecution of Christians is real. If you don’t think you’re being persecuted, it’s either 

because you’re naïve or because you’re not a Christian. The naïve Christian doesn’t 

recognize the persecution or has gotten so used to it that he or she thinks it’s normal. And 

the person who isn’t a Christian can’t be persecuted for following Christ. 

 Our students at Ball State—and the other secular universities, and even non-secular 

universities—are told that non-acceptance of certain immoral lifestyles will not be 

tolerated. Likewise, they must conform their thinking to the dogma of pseudo-sciences and 

social justice. Belief in a six-day creation, that men are men and women are women, in life 

beginning at conception, that God alone determines what is right and what is wrong—all 

are anathema on college campuses. (Even in many high schools.) If our students openly 

profess belief in Christ, they’re persecuted by professors and classmates alike. Many of 
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them have learned to navigate those waters; many have learned to keep their mouths shut. 

That doesn’t mean they’re no less persecuted. 

 Social media is constantly atwitter with attacks against Christians. About the church 

shooting in Sutherland Springs, Texas, then Speaker of the House, Paul Ryan tweeted: 

“Reports out of Texas are devastating. The people of Sutherland Springs need our prayers 

right now.” One celebrity responded: “They were in church. They had the prayers shot right 

out of them. Maybe try something else.” Such compassion! As a result, to be socially 

acceptable, the Christianity often portrayed online is generic and vapid—weak theology 

and spineless confession. Still that won’t keep Christians from being mocked. 

 Jesus was mocked. He faced a sham trial. They put a blindfold on Him. A couple 

miscreants smacked Him around, taunting: “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that 

struck you?” (Mt 26:68). The Roman soldiers who crucified Him first dressed Him in a 

purple robe, placed a reed in His hand, and fashioned a crown of thorns, which they 

pounded into His skull with a mallet. “And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, 

‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head” 

(Mt 27:29b-30). If this is what the world did to Jesus, it’ll do and continue to do the same to 

Jesus’ disciples. “Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 

master.’” 

 The world persecutes Christians because they think that Christ and His disciples are 

wrong and that they are right. Christians deserve to be mocked online, to be spit upon in 

person, to be punched in the face, to be shot if they attend church, to die because they think 

worshipping Christ and praying for others and receiving the Lord’s Supper is still a good 

and needful thing during a pandemic. Christians are still considered enemies of the 

government, enemies of the human race, and enemies of all the false gods and idols that our 

culture worships. The world thinks that if all the Christians died, this world would be a 

better place.  

 Jesus speaks this word to us today: “But I have said these things to you, that when their 

hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.” 

 It is on God’s Word alone that we will one day be judged. God’s Word, the sacred 

Scripture, bears witness about Christ. We are to hold to them faithfully and strictly. The 

world persecutes and condemns us for abiding by God’s Word, seeking to strike slavish fear 
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in our hearts. Instead, we fear God more than we fear this world and its legions of 

adherents. Pontius Pilate challenged Jesus’ lack of reaction to the lies and false charges of 

which He was indicted. Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 

were of this world, my servants [my legions of angels] would have been fighting, that I 

might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world” (Jn 18:36). 

While this world will pass away, Jesus’ Word never will. It will abide, as will those who 

abide in Him. The Word conforms us in Christ’s image, in whose steps we are made to 

follow. Follow Him we must because there is salvation in no one else. 

 As St. Paul writes of Jesus’ disciples—disciples in all times and in all places—“We are 

afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, 

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of 

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies” (2Co 4:8-10). 

 “But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I 

told them to you.”  

 Most certainly, you are now prepared. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 


