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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up. 

I. 

 All the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was 16 years old, and made him king. He 

reigned for 52 years. Many a Judean was born and died during his reign. And it was a good 

reign. He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD. He was catechized by the prophet 

Zechariah. The LORD made Uzziah to prosper. 

 With the might of his armies, Uzziah expanded the Kingdom of Judah. Philistines fled 

their cities in fear of him. Ammonites paid him tribute. Uzziah’s dominion extended even to 

Egypt’s northern border. He built towers and cisterns and the land prospered, filled with 

vast herds and abundant produce. King David had 30 mighty men; Uzziah had 2,600! The 

ground shook and trembled from his over 300,000 soldiers’ marching feet. His fame spread 

far. The LORD marvelously helped him. All the people of Judah rejoiced and were glad. Hail, 

King Uzziah! Hail! 

 Uzziah was on his way to surpassing the greatness of both David and Solomon. But 

Uzziah became “strong.” That is, Uzziah grew proud, proud before the LORD. Hubris, the 

ancients called it. Such pride will bring one’s destruction. The LORD scatters the proud in 

the thoughts of their hearts; He brings down the mighty from their thrones. So it was with 

Uzziah. 

 Uzziah allowed the people to continue their worship of false gods. Uzziah saw the 

Temple of the true God as testament to his own greatness. Uzziah entered the Temple of 

the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. A priest, Azariah, went after the king. 80 

warrior-priests in tow. A standoff between Judah’s king and the LORD’s priests.  

 Uzziah stood there, censer in his hand, having prepared the burning coal to burn 

incense. Azariah and the priests yelled at him to stop. Uzziah refused to listen, his anger 

rising at the priests. Then the LORD acted. Smoke from the burning coal seeped out of the 

censer. Rising, that fragrant smoke swirled around the proud king, landing upon his 

forehead and face. The priests saw its effect first. As the smoke came in contact with 
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Uzziah’s skin, it made his skin turn white. Uzziah was struck with leprosy. Leprosy. 

Unclean. Jotham, Uzziah’s son, was given the kingship. The remainder of Uzziah’s days were 

spent in isolation, quarantined from the people of Judah who had made him king. 

II. 

 In the year King Uzziah died in Judea—about 2,760 years ago in Jerusalem—a Jewish 

man named Isaiah received a revelation from the LORD God Almighty. Behold, Jehovah 

manifested Himself to the prophet. He brought this sinful man into the heavenly Temple, 

before the very throne of the LORD God—the uncreated, the infinite, the eternal—as we 

just confessed in the Athanasian Creed. Before the Face of the Almighty, in the Presence of 

the Creator of the heavens and the earth, of things visible and invisible, in the perfect and 

glorious Heaven of God, Isaiah saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lifted up. 

 Thus did Isaiah see Jesus; and thus did the mighty seer of old behold the Glory of the 

Christ (Jn 12:41). Jesus, upon the throne of heaven, high and lifted up, with the train of His 

robe filling the Temple. Isaiah stood in the Presence of the Lamb who was slain from the 

world’s foundation (Rv 13:8), who died on Calvary’s cross and atoned for your sins—and 

not for yours only but also for the sins of the whole world (1Jn 2:2)—and who said, “Fear 

not; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive 

forevermore” (Rv 1:17-18). 

 Mighty and valiant angels of God—six-winged seraphs—called out, “Holy, holy, holy is 

the LORD of hosts,” that is, the LORD of the angelic armies, “the whole earth is full of His 

glory.” Isaiah was just a man. He couldn’t handle such a sight, such a vision glorious. The 

ground shook, the room filled with fragrant smoke, and Isaiah fell to his knees, prostrate 

before the unveiled Glory of the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  

 “Woe is me! For I am lost,” that is, my life is forfeit, my very existence is undone. Isaiah 

feared he would cease to exist, that he be cast into the outer darkness of oblivion. Unclean 

man cannot stand in the presence of the holy God and live. Isaiah knew his uncleanness. He 

lived among it. “I am lost because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 

people of unclean lips.” Isaiah had failed to confess the LORD Jehovah as he ought. His 

family and countrymen worshipped false gods. Now the King, the true King, the King of 

kings, the King to which earthly monarchs like Uzziah and David and Solomon owed 

fealty—Isaiah’s eyes beheld the King, the LORD of angelic armies! 
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 Then one of the six-winged seraphs flew to the altar of incense—the greater altar than 

the altar which the leprous king Uzziah had desecrated, because it is situated in heaven 

itself—and the angel retrieved a burning coal. In other words, if the burning coal from the 

earthly Temple caused Uzziah’s leprosy, what would this burning coal from the heavenly 

Temple do to unclean Isaiah? 

 Fragrant smoke swirled about the burning coal, which the righteous spirit picked up 

with tongs from the altar. Smoke and burning coal were placed before Isaiah’s face, the coal 

brought to the prophet’s lips. “Behold, this has touched your lips, which were unclean. Your 

guilt is taken away! Your sin is atoned for! Speak now! Prophesy as the LORD God Almighty 

gives you His Word to speak.” 

III. 

 Isaiah speaks the LORD Jehovah’s Word to you this morning. You have come and 

entered this House of God—this sanctuary, which is a place consecrated by and to the 

LORD. You are in the very Presence of the LORD God. “For where two or three are gathered 

in My name,” promised Jesus, “there am I in the midst of them.” But you are no less sinful 

than Uzziah; no less unclean than Isaiah. You, too, dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 

lips. Do you realize what you’ve done by appearing here and seeking to be in His Presence? 

Do you understand what you’ve said by adding your “Amen” to the Invocation? You 

presented yourself, calling upon His name—the name declared unto you on the gracious 

day of your Baptism—“in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 What ought to happen to you? If a burning coal were taken from the altar of God and 

brought to you, what ought to happen to you? It’s smoke swirling about your face?  

 In the Presence of God and before the LORD’s angels and archangels, you confessed, 

that is, you spoke the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth about yourself: “I, a 

poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.” You have 

nothing to offer God to stay the hand of condemnation and wrath—no good work, no 

sacrifice, nothing of which to be proud. Your continued existence here and now in the very 

Presence of God is due solely and only to the mercy and grace of God in Christ Jesus. 

 Then, after you confessed your sin, a man of unclean lips living in the midst of a people 

of unclean lips, was given to speak Christ’s holy Word—a holy Word which is able to make 
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that man’s lips holy—and also able to make you holy: “Upon this your confession, I, by 

virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 It is because of the LORD God Almighty Himself that you are atoned for. As Jesus 

declares in our Gospel, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” Jesus Christ, 

who “is at the same time both God and man,” was lifted up high on the cross of Calvary. 

Whoever believes and trusts solely in His working is not condemned but rather is given life 

eternal. In other words, you are saved by the grace of God through faith in the “one Christ; 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from 

whence He will come to judge the living and the dead” (Athanasian Creed). 

 Now, with all your sins removed as far as the east is from the west, with all your 

transgressions atoned for, you have been made ready to enter into His Presence where you 

are permitted to sing the Sanctus:  

 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

 Heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory; 

 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 Then, for those who are prepared, one of the messengers, takes what is like a live coal 

from the altar—the very body and blood of Christ. He places it in your mouth and says, 

“Take, eat; this is the very body of Christ given for you. Take, drink; this is the very blood of 

Christ shed for you.” “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your 

sin atoned for.” 

 Uzziah, in his arrogant strength, in his pride, failed to recognize the glory of the LORD, 

and so the LORD’s grace and favor were taken from him. Isaiah, an insignificant Jewish man 

of unclean lips, was given to behold the LORD God Almighty Himself. “My eyes have seen 

the King, the LORD of hosts!” Following the reception of the Sacrament of the Altar, where 
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you have received Christ in His true body and blood, you are given to sing the Nunc 

Dimittis, first sung by Simeon as he held baby Jesus in his hands:  

 Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,  

 For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,  

 Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,  

 A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 


