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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel 

people to come in, that my house may be filled.’” 

 A young boy and his father are outside working. The boy, eyeing a large rock, says to his 

father, “Do you think I can lift this rock if I use all my strength?” His father nods yes. The 

boy struggles and strains and ultimately fails to pick up the stone. He turns again to his 

father with a mixture of embarrassment and disappointment and accusation. He says, “Dad, 

you said I could do it if I used all my strength.” The father says to the boy, “You didn’t use all 

your strength. I was standing right here the whole time and you never once asked me for 

help.” 

 Some of our strength God has already given us: our talents and skills and passions. 

Some of our strength is only available upon request, patience, perseverance, charity. 

Among the strengths God has already given us are our fathers and those who help our 

fathers in their work. When we learn the Fourth Commandment (“Honor your father and 

your mother”), we learn to obey our parents and other authorities. Why are we to honor 

our fathers and mothers? This commandment is the only one with a promise attached to it: 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 

your God is giving you” (Ex 20:12, emphasis added). We are given fathers and mothers and 

other authorities so that we may live better and fuller lives here on earth and later in 

eternity. 

 But we forget our fathers. And why shouldn’t we? They are the patriarchy—one of the 

most despised things in our culture. Patriarchy means “rule of the father.” And if we’re 

talking tyrannical rule, lording over others for the sake of lordship, then patriarchy can be a 

bad thing. But that’s not fatherhood as God has given it to be. Instead, fatherhood is to 

reflect the very fatherhood of the heavenly Father—our Father who art in heaven. 

 When we learn the introduction to the prayer Jesus taught us, we learn that God 

tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children. 
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This means that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask 

their dear father. He wants us to ask of Him so that He might give to us. 

 And what has our dear Father in heaven given us? Everything. He’s given us everything. 

Even evil people, who despise Him and our fellow human beings—even evil people God 

loves, giving to them everything. We can think of our own bodies: eyes, ears, and all our 

members, our reason and all our senses. We can think of our daily bread: everything that 

has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, and 

the like (off the top of my head, I can think of at least 18 more things). But more than just 

giving to us things outside Himself, our heavenly Father has given of Himself totally and 

completely by giving us His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Our heavenly Father invites us all to His Great Banquet, His feast for victory to celebrate 

us and all He’s given to us. But we think of it as a chore, much like we might approach our 

earthly fathers. Many earthly fathers have failed their children. Many of our leaders—those 

who derive their leadership from our fathers, presidents and governors and mayors—have 

failed us. But our heavenly Father has never failed us. He has always done the absolute best 

toward us. He hasn’t only given us things, but He’s given everything in giving us His Son.  

 And how do we react? We reject Him. We ignore Him, like the people in our Gospel 

lesson. We make lame excuses. And when we don’t get what we want, we look up 

accusingly at Him and yell at Him and tell Him we hate Him. “You said I could do it if I used 

all my strength.” But we rejected the heavenly Father—He who is our strength. 

 The problem is that we don’t think we need our fathers, much less our heavenly Father. 

We can do it on our own. And it’s His fault if we fail on our own. 

 When God confronted Adam and Eve in the Garden, after they had clearly and willfully 

broke His command—a command for their good and for the good of us all—Adam pointed 

the finger back at God: “The woman whom You gave to be with me—she gave me the fruit 

and I ate.” “You set me up, God, by giving me that woman. It’s not my fault; it’s Your fault.” 

Adam was the first, but he surely hasn’t been the last. Children have been making the same 

type of accusation ever since. Fathers’ hearts have broken at such words. 

 If you don’t want God to be your heavenly Father, He won’t force Himself on you. That’s 

what we learn in our lesson. We also learn that if you reject Him, don’t expect Him to take 

your abuse and still give you what you want later on. Our heavenly Father is no permissive 
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wimp, wrapped around the finger of His spoiled brat of a daughter or jerk of a son. The 

invitation for the Great Banquet, similar to all invitations, is for a set time and place. The 

time will come, whether it comes at your death or when the Son Himself returns, and then 

there will be no turning back, no changing of your mind. The heavenly Father will find 

others to sit at table with Him, to partake of His gifts—people who dearly love Him, people 

who will be true children to Him. 

 The Father invites you to His Great Banquet. He has made everything ready. The table is 

set, adorned with a beautiful cloth. The Lamb of God has been fattened and sacrificed—

sacrificed on the cross for the sins of the world. The wine has been poured, shed from 

pierced hands and feet and side. He invites you, His children, to come and receive His feast. 

“Take, eat; take, drink.”  

 Don’t make excuses. Come to His table. Come before it’s too late to come. Staying from 

your heavenly Father’s House is not good for you. You can’t lift the burden of sin and shame 

and guilt without His help.  

 Come and learn from Him what true fatherhood is—a dear Father protecting and 

providing for His dear children. He gives you everything! The sun and moon and stars, the 

land and air and sea—this magnificent and beautiful Creation is all for you. And He even 

gives you fathers and mothers—and other authorities—through whom, though they are 

imperfect and have failed—through whom He works excellently and perfectly. God loves 

you through your fathers. Therefore, love your fathers because you love God. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 


