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 [Jesus said:] “Cast out your nets and let them be rescued.” 

 Fishing and preaching don’t seem to have a lot to do with each other, do they? One 

involves praying, writing, and speaking God’s Word. The other involves bait and tackle, 

nets, getting up early in the morning, and above all, patience. In our Gospel lesson today, 

though, our Lord Jesus proclaims to Peter that he will become a fisher of men. He won’t fish 

for men with nets and fishing rods and the like, but Peter will become a fisher of men by 

casting out the Word of Christ through preaching, and then waiting to see what the catch 

will be. In this, we are given a picture of how God works in the world through the Church. 

 The crowd pressed upon Jesus. They were eager to hear the Word of God as Jesus stood 

on the lakeshore. Jesus stepped onto Simon’s boat, asked him to push off from the shore, 

and sat down to preach. Peter’s boat became the first Christian pulpit.   

 After Jesus finished preaching, He decided to give Simon Peter a visible demonstration 

of His Word’s power. He told Simon to put out into the deep and lower the nets for a catch. 

Now, any self-respecting fisherman like Peter knew that was absurd! You catch fish at 

night, and along the shore, not out in the deep. “Master, we toiled all night and took 

nothing,” Peter replies. Perhaps Jesus gives him a look. Perhaps Peter realizes he’s already 

seen this Jesus do some amazing things. Either way, Peter covers himself by saying, “But at 

your word I will let down the nets.” 

 So they go out to the deep waters—recalling the “deep” waters of the Creation in 

Genesis—with the Spirit–filled Word of Jesus once again moving over the surface of those 

waters, as though to bring about a “mass Baptism” of those who were lost at sea. We 

already know how the fish will come to represent men and women—adrift in the deep. But 

thus says the Lord: “Cast out your nets and let them be rescued.” 

 Imagine Peter’s surprise when they caught so many fish. They caught so many that they 

had to signal their partners in the other boat to come and help them with the catch! The 

Lord, who spoke the world into being, spoke a word and they had more fish than they could 

handle. It’s no wonder that Simon and the others were in awe—that mixture of fear and 
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amazement. What was Simon’s response? He responded the only way any reasonable 

person would respond. He fell to his knees and said, “Depart from me, because I am a sinful 

man, O Lord.” In the sight of God’s holiness and power, Peter falls to his knees and cries out 

his unworthiness to be in God’s presence. 

 The Word of God is powerful, is it not? By His Word, the heavens and earth were made. 

By His Word, all the earth was filled and the crown of His creation, Adam and Eve, were 

made. By His Word, the flood came over the earth, and afterwards the rainbow. By His 

Word, our pitiful words were confused at the Tower of Babel. By His Word, the Red Sea 

parted and Israel walked across dry ground. By His Word, the Son of God was prophesied 

to come into human flesh and blood. By His Word, He crushes and kills with the Law, as we 

see with Peter here.  

 Peter is being crushed and killed by the Law. He’s caught but a glimpse of the awesome 

power of God. It terrifies him. He can do nothing to save Himself. He realizes that his entire 

life is in the hand of God, and that terrifies him.  

 It’s strange, isn’t it? On the one hand, Christ commands us to work; on the other hand, 

He shows that our work accomplishes nothing. If the disciples’ work had accomplished 

anything, it would’ve already done so, during the night, when the fishing was good. Christ 

commanded them to let out the nets in broad daylight to show them this truth—to show 

them that all so-called work is fruitless without the grace of God. 

 So what’s the purpose of our working day in and day out? We’ve got all sorts of work to 

do: jobs, home life, school, whatever it may be. The temptation is always there to put your 

trust in the fact that you’re a good person. “I take care of my family, so I’m a good 

Christian.” “I do well in school, and I don’t get into trouble, so I must be good.” Or whatever. 

We might even demand of ourselves or others more than this! Add the fact that our culture 

would have us believe that all life is really about making choices, good or bad. Make right 

choices, your life will be better. Make wrong choices, your life will be worse. Christ rejects 

all such nonsense! Peter and the disciples made all the right choices, doing everything right 

to catch the fish, but it amounted to nothing—nothing without Christ and His Word. 

 Christ here shows Simon Peter, the disciples, and us that all works amount to nothing 

without Him. It’s no wonder that Peter was terrified. It’s terrifying! It ought to be. The Law 
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crushes and kills and forces the pitiful sinner to see himself as he truly is—that he too is 

nothing without Christ. 

 Thanks be to God that our Lord doesn’t leave it there! After Peter’s cry of despair, Christ 

says to him, “Fear not; from now on you will be catching men alive.” Christ absolves Peter. 

He is enlivened. Not only that. Christ raises up Peter as a new man. He will use Peter to 

forgive the sins of others. This is a foretaste of Jesus commissioning Simon Peter and the 

other apostles in John 20: “ Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins 

are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 This is what Christian preaching is all about: delivering Christ and the forgiveness of 

sins. The purpose is to catch men alive, to get them caught up in the net of the Gospel and 

into the boat, that is, the Church. It’s no accident that the portion of the church where 

you’re sitting is called the Nave, which is Latin for boat. In our text, the boat is where Peter 

and the others are in the presence of Jesus, forgiven by Him, blessed by Him. So it is with 

you. Just like Noah and his family in the Ark, you are kept safe, here, in this place. 

 Like the fish in our account, it’s easy for us to get caught up in the ebb and flow of the 

waters of the world. Our lives, apart from Christ, have no purpose. We drift and go back and 

forth without knowing finally why or where we are. We can die in those deep waters. The 

preaching of the Gospel is the net that brings you into the boat where Christ is with His 

people. Just like it is in the fishing of our story, so the preaching of the Gospel will bring 

many people into the Church, but not all. Like Peter, the pastor can only let out the net and 

see what catch the Lord will give that day. 

 Fish don’t want to be brought into the boat. They can’t breathe. They think they’ll die. 

And, in a sense, they will. In the boat, they can no longer breathe in the water of this world. 

They must die to the world. That is how it is with the crushing and killing of the sinner.  

 Yet, having come into the boat, Christ puts them in a new water. It is a heavenly water, a 

water that springs up from within Christ Himself. Those caught fish are placed into the holy 

waters of Baptism, given to breathe the very Spirit of God. That’s how it is with the raising 

and enlivening of the new man. That is how it is with you. 

 And this is the point: you, you have been caught in the net of the preaching of the 

Gospel. What a glorious mystery and blessing of God! 

 In Jesus’ name. 


