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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 [Jesus said,] “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over 
to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him over 
to the Gentiles. And they will mock Him and spit on Him, and flog Him and kill Him. And after 
three days He will rise” (Mk 10:33, 34). 

 This is Jesus’ cup; this is Christ’s baptism. It is death and resurrection, suffering and 

salvation. 

 “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with 

which I am baptized?” Jesus asked the ambitious Zebedee brothers. “We are able,” they 

answered. “You will,” He said. “You will.” James and John did indeed drink from Jesus’ cup, 

along with the others. They drank from His cup on the night when Jesus was betrayed; 

when He took the cup set before Him after the supper, gave thanks, and said, “This is My 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many.” They continued to drink from 

His cup, as we do, every time we partake of the Lord’s Supper. They were baptized with the 

baptism with which He was baptized, receiving the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and being 

witnesses to His death and resurrection, just as we are baptized with Spirit and fire by 

water and Word in the font. They were, as we are, joined to Christ’s cross and death, His 

victory and resurrection. 

 Jesus’ cup is a cup of both suffering and salvation. For Jesus, the cup was filled to the 

brim with the sour wine of God’s wrath poured out against our sin, the bitter drink of our 

death. Only Jesus could drink such a cup. He drank the cup of God’s wrath down to the 

dregs and to His death. He emptied the cup for us. And He filled His cup to overflowing with 

the new wine of His life, His covenant blood poured out for many, for you, and for all. He 

gives His disciples to drink of His cup, and so to share in His suffering, death, and 

resurrection. Jesus drank your cup to death, so that you might drink His cup to life. 

 We want to skip right over the part of suffering and death and jump to resurrection and 

life. We are in denial of death. We try to ignore the suffering and heartache, hoping it will 

just go away. We forget that before a resurrection we must have a death. Before a feast, we 

must have a sacrifice. 
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 James and John did drink of Jesus’ cup of salvation and so shared in His suffering. James 

was martyred by Herod Antipas as a political gesture to please the Jews. John was exiled to 

the island of Patmos on account of the Word of God. James and John suffered. To drink of 

the cup that is Jesus’ blood is to proclaim His death until He comes. It is to live not in denial 

of death, but in proclamation of Jesus’ death for us and our death in Jesus. We proclaim His 

death in our lives, in our patient and faithful suffering. We proclaim His death by drinking 

His cup until He comes. 

 When the other ten heard about the ambitious plans of James and John, they were 

indignant. How dare these two make such a power play behind their backs? Such 

unabashed ambition! The others also lived in denial of Jesus’ death, bickering with one 

another on the way to Jesus’ death. Jesus rounded up the Twelve and set them in their 

place. The rulers of the Gentiles act like this, lording over them and exercising authority 

over them. “It shall not be so among you,” Jesus says. “Whoever wants to be great among 

you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.” 

 To pastors who desire to be lords over their flocks and treat God’s blood-bought sheep 

as subjects, Jesus says, “It shall not be so among you.” To congregations and Voters 

Assemblies and boards who wish to lord over their pastors and Called workers and to treat 

them as hirelings and employees, Jesus says, “It shall not be so among you.” To anyone who 

desires to use the gift of office and authority for anything but self-sacrificial service of 

others, Jesus says, “It shall not be so among you.” 

 I am here as your pastor, Called and Ordained by Christ to serve you with His gifts—His 

forgiveness, His Baptism, His Body and Blood. He is the cook, I am the waiter, and you are 

the honored guests at the feast. The cup I serve you is His cup. And you are to serve one 

another and your neighbor as priests—bearing one another’s burdens, praying for one 

another, teaching, admonishing, rebuking, and forgiving one another, loving one another as 

God in Christ has loved and forgiven you. Christ has given us but one cup, one loaf. He has 

not given us a hierarchy in the Church. No ladders of leadership. No power pyramids. No 

chains of command. 

 Any talk whatsoever of “Who’s the boss” must never be among us. Any notion of honor, 

hierarchy, or power contradicts the cross of Jesus. Any such talk or thinking denies His 

death and distracts from faith in Him. We are all under Christ, from greatest to least. The 
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only “boss” around here is Jesus crucified and risen, and He bosses from below. He is the 

servant who suffers, who came not to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a 

ransom for many. To drink of Jesus’ cup of suffering and salvation is to drink as His 

servants, servants who are sent into the world not to be served but to serve and to give 

their lives as a sacrificial thank offering to God through Christ—serve as husbands and 

fathers, wives and mothers, workers, employers, citizens, rulers, pastors, and people. 

 To sit at Jesus’ right and His left in His kingdom was not for Jesus to grant, but it was the 

Father’s to prepare. At the table, on the night Jesus was betrayed into death, the night He 

gave the cup of His covenant blood for His disciples to drink, it was John and Judas who sat 

at the honored places. One, the beloved disciple, who stayed with Jesus to His death. The 

other, the traitor, who betrayed Him into death. On the cross, two thieves were given to be 

at His right and His left—one mocked Him, the other confessed Him. 

 To sit at the honored spots at Jesus’ right and left in His kingdom is not your concern. 

What matters is your being at His table and drinking of His cup, whether you are first or 

last, greatest or least, at His right hand, His left hand, or in the back row. What matters is 

that you are welcome at His table, because He was delivered to the chief priests and 

scribes, was condemned to death, was delivered to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged 

and crucified, and on the third day raised to life again for you and for your salvation. The 

condemnation, the mockery, the hitting and spitting, the suffering and death, the 

resurrection are the contents of the cup He gives you to drink. They are yours. “Drink of it, 

all of you.” 

 Drink of Jesus’ cup as though going to your own death, so that you may go to your own 

death as though drinking of Jesus’ cup. Drink of His cup of salvation, calling on His name, 

and receive whatever suffering His cup may bring you in this life as a gift. 

 Jesus is here among us, not to be served but to serve, and to give His life into you with 

His cup. The life He gave once for all, poured out on Calvary’s cross as a ransom for many, 

He now pours into you. “For the life is in the blood.” “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the 

new testament in My blood, which is shed, for you, for the forgiveness of sins.”  

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


