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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves.” 

 Beware of false prophets because they attack Christ and our salvation in Him. So Jesus 

warns us. Be on the alert and watchful because the devil and the world are going to do their 

best to undermine the Gospel and to appeal to your old, sinful nature to turn you away 

from Christ. Remember, in all this, “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). These false ones are 

the devil’s prophets. 

 The devil is tricksy. He’s going to attack the Gospel in a way that appears to be good and 

holy. God’s Word says that the devil masquerades as an angel of light (2Co 11:4). He uses 

religion and righteousness to disguise himself. All so that the devil might lead you astray 

from Christ the Righteous One. 

 Jesus says that false prophets come in sheep’s clothing. He’s referring to an Old 

Testament practice. One where prophets wore a sheepskin over their shoulders. Much like 

pastors today wear a collar and robe and stole. Still others may not wear certain garments, 

but these false prophets wrap themselves up in righteous language. Their slogans confess 

something all decent people believe, all the while they really seek the destruction of 

everything we hold dear. Our false prophets today, whether they are in the Church or in the 

public square, really are only interested in their own stomachs. That is, they only want that 

which satisfies their own passions. They are selfish, evil people. Jesus declares, “Inwardly 

they are ravenous wolves.” 

 Jesus further says we will recognize them by their fruits. Some wolves are more obvious 

than others. People who throw Molotov’s Cocktails and destroy other people’s property 

aren’t even bothering to wear sheep’s clothing. While others go on talk shows and publish 

books and are awarded Pulitzer and Nobel Peace Prizes. Those are the ones we really need 

to watch out for.  
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 False prophets are not recognized only by their works but by their doctrine and 

teaching. The way you know if a prophet is from the Lord is whether or not he speaks the 

words of the Lord according to the truth. 1 John 4 says, “Beloved, do not believe every 

spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone 

out into the world.” We are to test the spirits. We are to assess what they teach. John says, 

“Whoever does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God” (2Jn 9). Whoever 

teaches contrary to the truth of Christ’s Word is a wolf, a false prophet, a puppet of the 

devil. So we must check what people say against God’s most holy Word. 

 We might be tempted to think that only some issues and matters are connected to 

Christ and His Word. We might say, “Well, we believe in a high wall of separation between 

Church and State.” What part of our lives does Jesus not touch? As Christians, God’s Word is 

the only sure and certain thing that governs our thoughts and feelings and actions. If God 

were to withdraw His almighty hand from any part of our existence… well, would that part 

even continue to exist? In Christ Jesus, all things—all things—exist and have their being. 

Therefore, what part of our lives does God’s Word not touch? Why should we build a wall 

between us and God? 

 These false prophets do just that. If they can’t bend and twist God’s Word to suit their 

purposes, then they seek to separate it from their issue. “What does God’s Word have to do 

with police brutality,” they challenge, “with coronavirus, with capitalism or America?” They 

want to make us think that God’s Word has nothing to do with any of these things. All so 

that we can’t rely on God’s Word. But God’s Word does apply. Immediately, we can think of 

the Ten Commandments. In particular, “You shall not murder” and “You shall not steal.”  

More importantly, the Gospel applies. Jesus died for both the police officer and for the 

common citizen. Jesus has compassion on all who suffer, healing through doctors and 

nurses and healthcare workers. Jesus recognized our fallen, sinful state and rescues us 

from it. Jesus loves the world, providing us government—good government. We are blessed 

to have such a good government in these United States. In this country where we need not 

fear being rounded up and imprisoned simply for confessing Christ. Not all Christians are 

so blessed around the world. 

 Still, we don’t put our trust in princes and in men. We don’t put our trust in them 

because they will fail and disappoint us. Something else God’s Word clearly declares. 
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Because we are all sinful to the core. Not a one of us is good. No, not one. We can’t make a 

system perfect because we are imperfect human beings. Every attempt we make will fail in 

some way. The false prophets of our age—and of all ages—understand this. They take 

advantage of this fact. They point at the fragility of the messengers in the hopes that we’ll 

ignore Him who sent them.  

 Yet He who sent the true prophets is none other than Christ our Lord. He’s placed into 

their hands His most holy Word. He speaks through them… He speaks both the Law, under 

which no man can stand, and also the Gospel, which Christ has accomplished on the cross. 

Christ has died for sinful, frail man and gives us His righteousness. Believing and trusting in 

Him, we boldly stand before the throne of God. 

 Therefore, we put our trust in Jesus Christ. We put our trust in His Word. All other 

words are fragile, just as man is fragile. As we learned as children, we are weak, but Christ 

is strong. Christ’s Word is strong because He is our true prophet. He declares our heavenly 

Father’s intent for humanity. He declares that He has died for all people and that all who 

believe in Him will not perish but have eternal life.  

 And unlike the false prophets who seek to devour us for their own ends—because they 

are inwardly ravenous wolves—Christ watches over us as a shepherd watches over His 

flock. We are precious to Him. He’s given His life to purchase us. By His Word, Christ 

protects us. Indeed, He keeps and guards us against the false teachers who would lead us 

away from His Gospel. And, through that Gospel, He sustains us all the days of our lives and 

into eternity. 

 In His name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


