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 “He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.” 

 Why is St. Mary important? Why do we bother to talk about her? After all, Jesus isn’t the 

only famous person who has a mother! Unless the mother is famous in her own right, we 

don’t really bother to talk about her. Who was Abraham Lincoln’s mom? How about Oprah 

Winfrey’s? Peyton Manning’s? Yet we talk about St. Mary. We talk about her because she is 

important. But how is she important? 

 “Well, pastor, she’s the mother of our Lord Jesus.” Yes! She’s the mother of God! She’s 

called “the God-bearer,” because she carried the Son of God in her womb. She is the avenue 

through which God’s prophecy was fulfilled. After Adam and Eve fell into sin, God promised 

that the Savior would come from the woman’s “seed.” That woman? St. Mary. When Isaiah 

prophesied to King Ahaz that “a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,” Mary was that virgin. 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman.” Jesus was 

born of Mary. Through her, prophecy was directly fulfilled. I say that makes her important. 

 She’s important because it’s through her that God assumed human flesh and blood. God 

took on our humanity from her. Jesus is God—fully and perfectly—because His Father is 

God. Jesus is also human—also fully and perfectly—because of Mary. It’s because of Mary 

that Jesus shares our humanity. For that reason alone, we ought to give God thanks and 

praise for Mary. 

 So, why do people have a problem with St. Mary? I think it’s because St. Mary is “too 

Roman Catholic.” But why should Rome get to claim Mary? Much like another group that 

claims the rainbow as belonging to them. But we know that the rainbow is a symbol of 

God’s promise to never again flood the earth. Likewise, Mary is the mother of our Lord 

Jesus. Did you know that the main church where Luther preached, and where the first 

German Mass was celebrated—the Town Church in Wittenberg—is named St. Mary’s? 

Martin and Katie Luther were married at St. Mary’s. But if we see a church named St. 

Mary’s, we immediately assume—admittedly, correctly more often than not—we assume 

it’s a Roman Catholic church. Don’t let the Roman Catholics have St. Mary. She belongs to 
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the Church. She belongs to the Church because her Son is the Savior of the Church, which 

includes Him being Mary’s Savior, too. 

 The St. Mary of Rome, though, is a problem. They’ve taken the mother of our Lord and 

transformed her into something else entirely. The Mary of the Roman Catholic Church isn’t 

the Mary we remember this festival day. No, Rome made her into someone to whom people 

need to pray. “She’ll rescue you at the hour of your death,” Rome says. Behind that is “Pray 

to her because God won’t refuse to listen to her.” Of course, we know, God won’t refuse to 

listen to us. We are His dear children, and He is our dear Father. We don’t need to pray to 

Mary or to any other saint. In fact, nothing in the Bible indicates that those who’ve gone 

before us in the faith have any knowledge of anything going on here. A great chasm has 

been fixed. St. Mary can’t hear your prayers. But that’s okay because God can. And He does! 

 Moreover, Rome came up with all kinds of wrong ideas about Mary. One of the worst is 

that Mary was conceived apart from sin. What’s called the Immaculate Conception. The 

whole idea is that Mary needed to be “a worthy vessel” to be impregnated by God. And 

that’s where the problem is: Mary’s worthiness. Compared to others—like Zechariah, 

Elizabeth’s husband—this young girl was indeed better. He doubted the angel’s Word. She 

didn’t. She believed the angel Gabriel and his announcement that she was to be the mother 

of God. Then she left and did her duty to care for her cousin Elizabeth. By any stretch of the 

imagination, Mary was a godly and saintly woman.  

 But was she worthy to be the mother of our Lord? No. She wasn’t. And that’s the point. 

The archangel Gabriel called her “O favored one.” Favor—another word for grace—favor is 

freely given. It’s not something that can be earned. But Rome, with its works righteousness, 

is so concerned about earning things like salvation. Rome doesn’t see favor and 

blessedness—doesn’t see anything given by God—as freely given. It’s all got to be earned. 

So Mary, Rome says, had to earn the privilege of becoming the mother of God. She had to be 

“a worthy vessel.” But Jesus’ mother was just like us. She was conceived and born in sin, 

under the law. Just like us. She needed God to rescue her. Just like us. And just like us, St. 

Mary relied not on her worthiness but on God’s worthiness alone for salvation. As she 

confessed in the Magnificat, a great canticle of the Church: “He has looked on the humble 

estate of His servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed… [He 

has] exalted those of humble estate.” Jesus is Mary’s Savior. Just like Jesus is our Savior. 
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 Jesus is our Savior because we are favored too. We aren’t named St. Mary’s—but not 

because St. Mary’s isn’t a good name for a church. Rather, we are named Grace. Grace is the 

free favor of God. Grace is what Mary needed and what was declared to her. “O favored 

one,” announced Gabriel, “the Lord is with you!” We are favored, too. The Lord is with us, in 

the midst of us, lifting His face upon us, smiling on us. We have His favor. Not because we’ve 

done anything to deserve it. We are not worthy of it. But still He gives it to us… just as He 

gave to St. Mary.  

 How has God shown His favor toward us? We hear it another classic canticle of the 

Church, the Te Deum: 

 When You took upon Yourself to deliver man, 
 You humbled Yourself to be born of a virgin. 
 When You had overcome the sharpness of death, 
 You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers… 

 We therefore pray You to help Your servants, 
 whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood. 
 Make them to be numbered with Your saints 
 in glory everlasting. 

Jesus, for us men and for our salvation, came from heaven above to earth below. He took on 

human flesh and blood, flesh and blood He got from His mother. He bore the sharpness of 

death, suffering under Pontius Pilate, shedding His precious blood, and dying on the cross 

to redeem the world! And then? Then He who is both Son of God and Son of Man rose 

triumphantly from the grave, overcoming death’s sharpness, and He opened the kingdom of 

heaven to all believers. And now we—we, dear saints of Grace—are numbered with St. 

Mary and all the saints who have gone into glory before us. It is into an eternal and 

everlasting glory they have gone, a glory in which we now share in part. As the angels 

speaks of us, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His 

favor rests” (Lk 2:14 NIV).  

 God’s favor and grace rests on us. Praise be to God! Therefore, let us confess just as St. 

Mary confessed: “He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.” 

 In Jesus’ name. 


