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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 [Jesus says to the disciples:] “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that 
many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you 
hear, and did not hear it.”  

 Look at all the windows adorning our nave’s southern wall. All those historic and great 

events. It sure would’ve been cool to be around back then, to see the Red Sea, the Exodus, 

David and Solomon’s kingdom, Elijah defeating the priests of Baal, and Daniel in the lion’s 

den. Yet Christ shows us that the pinnacle, the highlight of all the Scripture isn’t any of 

those things. No, the thing that all those saints—Moses, David, Solomon, Elijah, Daniel—all 

those saints hungered to see is the life, death, and resurrection of the Messiah. What we see 

and know from the four Gospels is the goal and center of the Scripture. 

 How easily we dismiss this profound and deep mystery. We’ve all heard about Jesus and 

the Gospel. Let’s talk about something more relevant. And what we mean by relevant is 

stuff about me, about what I have to do. That happens now. It happened in our Gospel. 

 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?”  

 Jesus just pointed out that kings and prophets would’ve given anything to see Jesus and 

what’s the question? “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” A question about me, about 

my actions. Forget about focusing upon You, Jesus. Let’s get back to me! And who are we to 

criticize this lawyer, who very well might’ve also been a disciple? It’s what sinful human 

creatures do—turn everything back onto themselves. It’s all about me! Jesus is overlooked. 

 Yet Jesus answers him: “What is written in the Law?” A Law question for a lawyer. “Well, 

it says love God and love your neighbor.” “Yes,” Jesus responded, “that’s what you’re 

supposed to do—if you want things to be about you, go get to work.” Simple question; 

simple answer. What am I supposed to do? Love. Basic Christian Living 101. “Love is the 

fulfillment of the Law.” All human creatures are to love God and to love the neighbor. 

Obvious, right? 

 The lawyer’s embarrassed. He wanted to put Jesus to the test, to ask an impressive 
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question, and Jesus says, “If it’s about you and not about the Christ, then we’ll make it about 

you.” The lawyer wanted a good answer about what he himself could do—and he got this.  

 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” The guy’s 

embarrassed because he just asked an obvious question. He wants to save face. So he asks, 

“And who is my neighbor?”  

 Old Testament kings and prophets longed to see the Christ stand upon the earth. This 

lawyer is so focused on himself, he could care less about Jesus standing right in front of 

him. Even his question “And who is my neighbor” isn’t a matter of “I want to serve my 

neighbor, who is this one whom I should serve.” He wants to make himself look good. The 

lawyer isn’t alone in this. Sinful man is ever turned inward. What’s true of this lawyer is 

true about us, too. 

 So, Jesus addresses this internal problem with His parable of the Good Samaritan. 

 “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among some robbers, who 

stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead.” 

 The road from Jerusalem went through passes in the mountain. A dangerous road. This 

fellow gets mugged and beaten. A very real scenario.  

 “Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on 

the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 

other side.”  

 Two passersby: a priest and a Levite. They see the guy and hurry on. Jesus doesn’t give 

them any out. They’re traveling “by chance,” meaning that they aren’t going by with a 

purpose. They’ve got no reasonable justification for not stopping to help this fellow Jew. 

Jesus doesn’t provide a justification for their lack of love. Perhaps we shouldn’t either. 

 “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had 

compassion.”  

 Samaritans. Descendants of the northern kingdom. They’re semi-Jewish. Jews married 

Gentiles and then abandoned God and the faith. Not good people. Israelites looked down 

upon them. But I don’t think Jesus chooses a Samaritan because He’s dealing with 

ethnocentrism or racism. I think Jesus chooses a Samaritan because Jesus Himself was 

accused of being a Samaritan—a disparagement against His mother, and also of Jesus’ 

obedience to God’s Law. 
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 This Samaritan sees the beaten man, feels for him, and is moved to act. He has 

compassion. The word for compassion is something attributed to God. Jesus is clearly 

speaking about Himself. 

 “He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his 

own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two 

denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, “Take care of him, and whatever more you 

spend, I will repay you when I come back.”  

 Oil for cleansing the wounds; wine to disinfect. Good care. He puts the guy on his 

animal, meaning he has to walk—meaning he puts himself in danger. If the bandits come, 

the animal and the wounded man might get away, but the Samaritan would be in trouble. 

When they reach shelter, the Samaritan doesn’t just dump him off. He cares for the 

wounded man. When he’s got to go, he pays for the wounded man’s continual care.  

 Jesus asks, “Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who 

fell among the robbers?”  

 The lawyer gets it with his answer “The one who showed him mercy.” It’s not about the 

fact that the guy is a Samaritan. That’s focusing inward, again. Rather, it’s about mercy and 

love and compassion. “You go, and do likewise.” 

 We are to show love, fully and completely, and even at danger and risk to ourselves. 

That’s the standard. A standard we don’t live up to. You even publicly admitted that you are 

“a poor, miserable sinner.” If we are to be focused upon ourselves, upon what we do, we 

will see nothing but how we come up short, nothing but how there is more and better love 

to show. Indeed, we should always strive to show better love to our neighbor, but if we only 

were to look at ourselves in this matter, we should despair. Sin has battered and bruised us. 

We don’t show love, for either God or for our neighbor, like we ought. 

 Who is your neighbor? When you’re broken by sin and guilt, when you feel isolated and 

alone, when people whom you should’ve been able to count on fail you, when the world is 

plagued by a pandemic, when rage and violence threatens your homes and livelihoods, 

when you’re hurting and people regard you with apathy and disdain… who then is your 

neighbor? Who is a neighbor to and for you?  

 Kings and prophets desired to behold such a neighbor. Christ Jesus is your neighbor.  

 Who is the Good Samaritan? Someone looked down upon. Does that not describe Jesus? 
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Treated as an outcast. His own did not receive Him. Instead, they crucified Him. 

 What does the Samaritan do? Seeing the wounded man, he has compassion. Jesus has 

compassion upon us. When the people were hungry, Jesus fed them. 4,000 men, then 5,000 

men—not counting women and children! Christ is moved to act when He sees us in 

bondage to sin.  

 The Samaritan came and bound the man’s wounds with oil and wine. What does Christ 

do? He comes and He binds our wounds with the gifts of Baptism and the Supper. Oil was 

commonly used in Baptism. In the Supper, Christ gives Himself, His life and forgiveness to 

us by giving us His Body and Blood joined to bread and wine.  

 The Samaritan carries the wounded man to an inn. Christ brings us into His Church 

where He continually cares for us.  

 The Samaritan charges to the innkeeper to care for the man, giving him two denarii, two 

coins with which to do it. Christ Jesus has charged me, as your pastor, to care for you, giving 

me the Gospel in preached Word and in the holy Sacraments so I may do so. 

 Being cared for and loved by Christ, we likewise care for and love our neighbor. Not 

because it saves us, but because it might save our neighbor. It is, once again, not selfishly 

and self-centeredly looking inward but looking to the one God has placed before us. 

 Therefore, Christ isn’t simply teaching us that we are to love our neighbor—which we 

most certainly are to do. Rather, Christ is also teaching us about His love for us, what He 

does for us, how He is a true neighbor to us.   

 Jesus’ love for us is so complete, so thorough and full. He provides for us all that we 

need, physically and spiritually. He gives us the forgiveness He won upon the cross. He sees 

to it that this forgiveness is proclaimed through His Word and handed out through His 

Supper. He brought us here today to hear His Word of life, which we have. What remains 

for us today, then, is to receive His other gift for us, His own Body and Blood in His Supper. 

His love for us abounds, abounds in ways that would have blown the mind of Prophet 

Moses. Jesus gives us a feast that King Solomon, in all his splendor, would have given all his 

wealth for. Most certainly, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!” 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


