
1 

 

Rev. Danny Mackey 
Holy Cross Day (Observed) 
September 13, 2020 
John 12:20-33 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

Grace and peace to from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” 

 Why did these God-fearing Greeks want to see Jesus? No doubt they’d heard about how 

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. Or maybe their desire mirrored King Herod’s, curious 

to see Him perform a miracle? Did they make their request in order to hear the teachings of 

this Man from Nazareth who taught with an authority unlike the scribes and the Pharisees? 

Or maybe, it was that Jesus had the eye of all of Jerusalem, being paraded and showered 

with song, “Hosanna in the highest, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”? 

Regardless of the reason, they wanted to see Jesus. Wanted to see Him for themselves. 

 They approached Philip, a disciple with a Greek name, asking for a personal audience. 

Philip, in turn, took the request to Andrew and then the two of them went to Jesus. What’s 

important is the response that Jesus gives: His impending death on the cross. In other 

words, Jesus directs them away from what they might see with their eyes to the cross. After 

all if they simply looked at Jesus what would they see? They’d see a man. They’d see, as the 

prophet Isaiah said, a man “despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 

esteemed him not.” Really, not much worth seeing. 

 Jesus doesn’t set up an appointment for a private audience or even a brief appearance. 

Instead He says, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” In other words, 

Jesus tells them that the time has come for Him to be lifted up on the cross, the time for 

judgment to come upon the world. The cross is the hour of Jesus’ glory. He will be lifted up, 

just like Moses lifted up the bronze serpent in the wilderness so that all who look to Him 

will receive the forgiveness of sins. That’s why He came into the world. That’s why the 

Father sent His Son into our flesh. Jesus came not to be the object of fascination but to be 

the Savior who bears our sins in His own body, dying to give us life.  

 Dying-and-rising Jesus is who we need to see. He didn’t put on a show, but rather was 

born as a Savior. Jesus who was born of a virgin and laid in a manger because there was no 
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room at the inn. Jesus who was whisked away into Egypt because Herod the Great wanted 

to slaughter Him. Jesus who bore mocking by Roman soldiers, flogging before all Jerusalem, 

and the shaming of execution as a common criminal. Jesus who suffered so that we might 

be reconciled to God the Father, justified in His perfect obedience and resurrection. Jesus 

who became, as the author of Hebrews says, “the source of eternal salvation for all who 

obey Him,” because He took our sins to the killing grounds of Calvary.  

 But how can we see Him? We’re offered plenty of alternative Jesuses. A patchwork of 

human imagination. A Jesus more spiritual than the Babe of Bethlehem and the Man of 

Calvary. A Jesus so spiritual that He could never suffer and die on the cross or be buried like 

a grain of wheat. A bogus Jesus, an image no different from Buddha or a multitude of other 

religious figures that lived and died and stayed dead. These are the Jesuses of the eyes and 

rational thought. What our sight tells us, and what our sight longs to see. 

 Rather than seeing with our eyes, we need to see with our ears. In John's Gospel, our 

Lord makes the point over and over again that it’s not about seeing but about faith. 

 Think of Thomas who was not with the other disciples when Jesus appeared to them in 

the upper room on Easter evening. Remember how he stubbornly said, “Unless I see in His 

hands the print of the nails and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 

into His side, I will not believe.” A week afterwards, Thomas gets the opportunity to do just 

that. Jesus says, “Reach your finger here and look at My hands and put it into My side. Do 

not be unbelieving but believing.” Thomas sees and believes and so confesses Christ as his 

Lord and God. Then, what does Jesus say? “Thomas, because you have seen Me you have 

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed.”  

 Faith comes not from seeing but from hearing. So instead of rushing off to give those 

Greeks a private audience, Jesus speaks. He speaks about His death. “The hour has come,” 

He says, “for the Son of Man to be glorified.” Jesus’ glory is not apparent to the naked eye. 

It’s not the glory of neither prestige nor power. It doesn’t cause the world to sit up and take 

notice, like a parade. Rather, God’s glory is in One who humbles Himself even to the point of 

death on a cross.  

 This is the glory of a kernel of wheat. Jesus is interpreting His death, what His death on 

the cross produces. He says, “Most assuredly, I say to you unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.” Jesus says He 
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is like a kernel of wheat that is planted in death and results in a fruitful harvest. Planted in 

death, Jesus rises to life on the third day. Moreover, Jesus is “the first fruits of those who 

have fallen asleep.” Jesus’ death destroyed our death. Jesus’ rising from the grave is a 

pledge of our resurrection to life eternal. 

 At the same time, Christ admonishes us and His listeners: “The man who loves his life 

will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” As 

one of our surgeon generals pointed out quite a few years ago, the mortality rate is still 

100%. Every human creature who is born will die. In fact, the moment we are born we 

begin to die. Those who hang on to their life will lose it. Those who love life more than 

Christ will not be able to cling to that which they so cherish. It will be taken from them. 

They will be robbed of their dearest treasure. They will die in their sin.  

 Jesus gives us another way to die. A truly blessed death. A dying to sin. In the waters of 

Baptism, joined to Christ’s death, sharing in His glory. We will receive what we are unable 

to gain for ourselves. Sharing in His glory, we also share in His resurrection and life. Death 

cannot rob us of this treasure because we’re with the Jesus who defeated death. Death is 

swallowed up. Death has no sting. We Christians are not like those who have no hope, 

fearing the loss of this mortal form, because Jesus lives! In Baptism we have already died, 

yet we live in Christ. 

 Jesus prays, “Now is my heart troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this 

hour? But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name!”  

 In this brief prayer, our Lord has taught us, as St. Augustine said, “what to think of, what 

to say, on whom to call, in whom to hope, and whose will, as sure and divine, to prefer to 

[our] own, which is human and weak.” God’s eyes are sharper than ours. He can see things 

in a way our human frailty could never grasp. When a grain of wheat is implanted in the 

earth, you don't see the golden stalk that will burst out of the soil. When you see Jesus, 

stretched out between earth and heaven on a Roman cross, you don't see the forgiveness of 

sins and the victory over death. You don't see the glory of God in the cross. But that cross 

was glorified because the One who hung upon it is God Himself. He hung as One who did 

not love His own life but gave it up as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world.  

 That bitter and cruel death on a cross, despite what our eyes may tell us, is a great 

victory. Christ has been lifted up from the earth, raised above those who seek to destroy 
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Him, as Moses raised the bronze serpent in the wilderness. And that cross serves as a 

banner to all the world and the peoples therein. It serves as a sign, drawing all men unto 

Himself. And many, like those Greeks, will come and say in their own way, “Sir, we would 

like to see Jesus.”  

 What shall we tell those who seek to see Jesus? We have the Gospel of Jesus Christ who 

was lifted up to draw all people unto Himself. We have His solid promise of Jesus “where I 

am my servant will be also.” Where is Jesus? He is where He puts Himself for us. He comes 

to us in the waters of Holy Baptism to wash away the stain of sin and give us the new birth 

of His Spirit. He comes to us in His Word to open our eyes and ears to see Him as the Savior 

that He is. He comes to us with His body and blood that we might have a taste of heaven 

here on earth. Here we receive the very cross of Christ and the full glory of God.  

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


