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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 

 Jesus’ compassion is for the widow and her plight. The death of this young man was 

tragic. Yes, as is the death of every young person. Yet Jesus is drawn to a greater tragedy. A 

mother has lost her son. Her only son. That’s not something one can get over. That sorrow 

remains with you forever. 

 I imagine that this mother’s sorrow was so deep and profound that she wasn’t even 

concerned about her future. Without a husband or another son, this woman was left 

destitute, bereft of any support. It’s possible some might take pity on her. At the same time, 

they might avoid her, seeing her as cursed by God. She did, after all, lose both husband and 

son. Still, a crowd was showing their support for her… for now. That support wouldn’t last. 

Nain’s townsfolk would return to their lives. Her future life was bleak and mean. 

 Jesus is the Lord of the past, the present, and the future! He is the Creator of the heavens 

and the earth. All things that exist exist because of His will. Jesus was fully aware of this 

woman and her life. He beheld the joy of her marriage and then her son’s birth. He knew 

her grief when her husband died. He knew her grief the day of her son’s funeral. But He also 

knew her future life and the greatness that awaited her. He is Creator of both time and 

space. He is Master over life and death. 

 As Master over life and death, Jesus stops the funeral procession. He raises the son back 

to life. He then gives the son back to his mother. 

 So we learn two things from this miracle. First, we learn of our own insignificance and 

frailty. Our lives can seem bleak and mean, little and without much impact. Death awaits us 

all. And that God, as the Creator, has power over all things. He is capable where we are not. 

Where we cannot, He can. Where we are weak, He is strong.  

 But we also learn, second, that our God is a God who cares for us. We are important to 

Him, just as this widow was important to Him. That means we are of infinite value to Him. 
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He who is Master over life and death cares for us…cares for us enough to do something to 

deal with the frailty of our condition. To our death, Christ brings life. 

 Jesus rescues the son from death. By raising the son to life, Jesus saves him. But our 

passage isn’t focused on the son. Rather, it’s focused on this woman, this widow of Nain, 

this grieving mother seemingly without a future. 

 Initially, Jesus doesn’t help the widow of Nain directly. Instead, He provides for her by 

the son. This is the doctrine of vocation. God uses us to care for others; and others to care 

for us. This young man was the means by which Christ provided for this woman. Her son 

worked and brought home money and food. He was her livelihood and her wellbeing. Just 

as she had been for him. For nine months, mothers are the sole source of care for their 

babies. It is only through a mother’s body that the child being formed in her womb receives 

any nourishment and strength. But the mother doesn’t love and care for that child alone. 

Indeed, God Himself uses the mother’s body to form the baby’s body. Through the mother, 

God cares for the baby. Now, this mother’s baby, this son of Nain, is given to return the 

favor of loving his mother. Christ Himself gives this young man to his mother so that she 

might be cared for. 

 The same is true for us. God first uses our mothers and our fathers as instruments of His 

love. And not just them! He gives us pastors to preach His Word and bring us to spiritual 

life in the waters of Baptism, to feed us with His own body and blood in the Supper. He 

gives us family and friends, neighbors and community members. He teaches us through our 

schoolteachers and professors. He gives us medical care through doctors and nurses and 

other healthcare professionals. He protects and serves us through our police officers and 

firefighters and EMTs. He defends us, as a country, through our military. He provides us 

both the weather and the weatherman. He feeds us through both the fruit of the field and 

also the farmer. And whatever vocation we find ourselves in, God uses us to love one 

another. He loves and cares through us. 

 Christ has rescued us from death and sin—rescued us from the devil—and given us new 

life. That life He uses to love others. As Christians, we have the joy of knowing we are His 

instruments. As Christians, we derive deep and profound satisfaction from knowing the 

duties of our vocations. Love—as you are placed and as you have opportunity—love others. 
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In so doing, God is loving them through you. That is your life now. That is the life Jesus gave 

to the young man of Nain, by raising him and giving him to his mother. 

 Yet Jesus’ love for this woman and her son doesn’t end there. Indeed, Jesus Himself is 

the ultimate instrument of the Father’s love. His vocation is the Son of Man, the Messiah, 

the Christ of God. That means He needed to love as the Father gave Him to love. God the 

Father loved the world in this way: He gave His Son, His only Son, into death on the cross, 

so that whoever believes in Him might not die eternally but rather have eternal life. Jesus 

died, taking on that young man’s death on Himself. Jesus died, taking that mother’s grief 

and sorrow into His flesh. Jesus died in their place, fulfilling the vocation given to Him by 

the Father, fulfilling God’s love for them. “No greater love than this, that One lay down His 

life for His friends.”  

 And then He rose again from the dead. With His resurrection, Jesus proves that the 

Father was pleased with His Son’s—His only Son’s—act of love on the cross. And not just 

that! It proves that He is Master of life and death. He has power and authority over our 

lives, over our deaths. Thanks be to God He is a God who loves and cares for us. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


