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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The world says, “Blessed are those who are spiritually rich, who are full with 

‘spirituality,’ who are ‘oh so close to God.’” The world says “Blessed are those who have 

seen the heavenly light and have deep thoughts and great insights.” They can tell you what 

to read, what shows to watch, and who you’re to vote for. Blessed are they because people 

follow them and give them time and money and energy. 

 But Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in the spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

The disciples renounced everything to follow Jesus. The fishermen left their boats and 

business. Matthew left his tax collector’s booth. They also renounced their religion. They 

have no spiritual power in themselves, no source of security, no heavenly safety net. They 

don’t even know how to pray. They’ve become spiritual beggars. All they have is Jesus. 

 And Jesus is all they need. Buried deeply under their poverty is an eternal treasure, 

which they already possess by faith. The kingdom of heaven. They have the promise that 

they will see what they now have by faith. In their spiritual poverty they are rich in the 

cross of Jesus, who became poor so that by His poverty sinners might become rich. Nothing 

less than the kingdom of God is their inheritance. 

 The world says, “Blessed and happy are those who are carefree, those having a holiday, 

for them life is a party.” But Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 

comforted.” 

 By mourning, Jesus means refusing to be in tune with the world, refusing to 

accommodate its standards, refusing to see as this world sees. The disciples of Jesus are 

given to see all things in terms of the end of all things. They realize that they live in the time 

of the End. They know that the days are growing short and the coming of Christ is near. 

They are sober and watchful, even as the world parties. The disciples are much like Noah, 

building an ark for 120 years, preparing for a flood, while his neighbors laughed and 

partied on. Then the rains came.  

 Christ’s disciples mourn. They mourn for their own sin and what their sin has done to 

others. Disciples mourn because they have a heightened awareness of their sin. Only those 
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who are forgiven can bear to look at themselves honestly. They mourn for others. They 

mourn for a world that is passing away. While the world parties, Jesus’ disciples stand 

apart meditating on the coming Judgment and the kingdom of God. They are strangers to 

this world’s celebrations. 

 The disciples bear whatever sorrows may come, and in so doing they bear witness to 

Christ, who bore the world’s griefs and carried its sorrows. They are open to sorrow, and 

do not reject it, because they follow Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, who absorbed the suffering 

of the whole world into His own body. And they draw their comfort solely from His 

promise: They shall be comforted. The Crucified One is their comfort, and they need no 

other to comfort than His cross.  

 The world says, “Blessed are the strong, the mighty, the powerful, the intimidating, for 

they rise to the top.” But Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” 

 Meekness isn’t weakness. It isn’t a wimpy “let the world walk all over me” attitude. No, 

meekness is strength hidden under its opposite. It’s letting God be God and not insisting on 

getting one’s own way, as St. Paul discovered, “when I am weak then I am strong.” 

 In following Jesus, the disciples renounced their “rights,” and now live entirely for the 

sake of Jesus. We Americans are preoccupied with our rights: asserting them, defending 

them, exercising them. Not so with those who hear the call of Jesus and follow Him. When 

the disciples are reproached, they say nothing. When struck on one cheek, they offer the 

other. When robbed of their cloak, they surrender their shirt. When cursed, they bless. 

They love their enemies, and they do good to those who hate them. They pray for those 

who slander and defame them. They do not go to court or take to the streets to defend their 

rights. They do not protest or make a scene or riot when they suffer injustice. They do not 

seek revenge, but they leave vengeance to God alone. We know that a purifying fire will 

come on the Last Day. We know all human institutions and conventions, all injustice and 

inequity shall be brought to an end. 

 Their meekness is the meekness of the One they follow. As a lamb before its shearers, so 

He said not a word before those who accused Him. He died an innocent death for a sinful 

world. The power of God is hidden in the meekness of the cross. That is the hidden power 

of the disciples’ meekness. 
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 They live in meekness by the promise: They shall inherit the earth. What the strong and 

the violent now possess by force will, in the New Creation, be given to the meek—given to 

those who belong to Jesus. The New Creation began with Calvary, where the Son of God 

died in meekness. It comes to us in Baptism, where we are joined to the One who was meek 

for us. And it ends with the coming of Christ, when the meek will inherit the earth. 

 The world says, “Blessed are you when you are filled with your own righteousness, 

overflowing with self-esteem, for you will be satisfied with yourself.” But Jesus says, 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” 

 Not only do the disciples of Jesus renounce their religion and their rights, they also 

renounce their own righteousness. Everything they do still bears the stain of sin. They fall 

short of the perfect glory of God. They yearn for justification. They hunger for eternal Bread 

and thirst for living water. The disciples recognize that they now live in a wilderness, 

where food and drink are scarce. No food or drink in this world can fill their hunger or 

quench their thirst for righteousness. 

 They are joined by faith to the One died in hunger and thirst. The disciple is not above 

His master. Whoever follows Jesus must also follow Him here as well. The disciple too will 

know the pangs of spiritual hunger, the pain of spiritual thirst, the feeling of abandonment 

by God, the emptiness and hollowness. The disciple lives entirely on the promise of Jesus: 

“They shall be satisfied.” Jesus’ disciples will be filled with a righteousness not their own. 

Fed by the Bread of Life. Given to drink of His cup of salvation. 

 Here and now there is a foretaste. Jesus gives His disciples His own body to eat and His 

own blood to drink. He fills them with righteousness and promises them more. They will be 

satisfied. 

 The world says, “Blessed are those who hold on to their own dignity and honor, who 

look out for number one, for their felt needs will be filled.” But Jesus says, “Blessed are the 

merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” 

 The disciples renounced their honor and dignity. No act of mercy bends their backs too 

low; no distress is too great; no sin is too appalling. They are drawn to the sick, the 

troubled, the wretched, the miserable, the tortured, the downtrodden, the disenfranchised, 

the imprisoned. They don’t care what others think or say. They have no care for their own 

reputation. They overflow with mercy because they have received mercy from Jesus. 
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 Jesus made the world’s shame His clothing. He made tax collectors and prostitutes His 

dinner companions. He reached out to touch the demonized, the diseased, the desperate. 

He died on a cross to show mercy to all. The disciples owe their lives to this merciful Jesus. 

And they are eager to let His mercy flow to others, because they know that on the Last Day, 

that great and fearful day when Jesus comes to judge the living and the dead, they will 

receive mercy. 

 The world says, “Blessed are those who have their acts together, whose bodies are 

disciplined, whose lives are in order, for they will be like God.” But Jesus says, “Blessed are 

the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

 “Pure in heart” means innocent and childlike, as Adam and Eve once were innocent 

before the Fall, innocent of both good and evil. Pure hearts are not ruled by sin, but entirely 

by the will of Jesus. It isn’t simply right actions, but right motives that matter. It isn’t only 

what we do, but why we do it that counts. Who then can say that he or she is pure in heart? 

Only those whose hearts have been purified by Jesus’ Word, cleansed by His blood, 

softened by His promise, so that He alone may reign in them. He takes their hearts and 

makes them into His own image. They will see God. 

 The world says, “Blessed are those who mind their own business, who don’t get 

involved in the affairs of others, who stay out of other peoples’ business.” But Jesus says, 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 

 The disciples have their peace in Jesus. His wounds have brought them peace. They 

learned the art peace from the Prince of Peace Himself. They not only have His peace, they 

also do His peace. They greet one other with a kiss of peace. They overcome evil with good. 

They suffer hatred and even violence for the sake of peace and refuse to inflict violence on 

others. They carry the cross of Jesus into a world of hostility and hatred. They stand in the 

breach and work to bring peace in the name of Jesus. They are reconciled with God through 

the Son of God. And through Christ, they work reconciliation. 

 The world hates those who make peace, as much as it hated the Prince of Peace. Try to 

get between warring parties and watch what happens. They will both turn on you. The 

world loves war; it thrives on conflict. But the disciples know that in the end their 

peacemaking is not in vain. They will be called what they already are: sons of God. 
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 The world says, “Blessed are those who maintain the status quo, who don’t stir up 

trouble, who keep what they believe to themselves, who compromise with the world, for 

that’s how you get ahead in this world.” But Jesus says, “Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

 Seek righteousness and persecution will come, because the world does not want God’s 

righteousness. Jesus knew that the cross would leave its indelible mark on His disciples’ 

lives and their work. A servant is not above His master. But in the end, the persecuted 

disciples receive the same promise as the poor. The kingdom of heaven is theirs. 

 Finally Jesus turns and speaks directly to His disciples and to us. Only His disciples 

could understand this last benediction. “Blessed are you when others revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.” 

 Their poverty and meekness and mercy and peacemaking would provoke the world to 

insult, to violence, to slander. These poor, meek believers would be too menacing in their 

mercy. Too powerful in their poverty. Too strong in their suffering. 

 Yet He says, “Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.” Then 

we will see, when we stand in His light with the prophets and apostles, with the saints and 

the martyrs, with blessed Mary and Paul and Peter and John, with all who have fallen asleep 

in Jesus. When God wipes away every tear from our eyes. When we sit at His table and are 

filled. For now we must believe contrary to the world, because Jesus speaks His Word to us: 

“Blessed are you.” 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


