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 First Sunday in Advent – Ad Te Levavi 

November 29, 2020 
The Lord Jesus Comes in Meekness and Humility to Save Us – Although we 

pray that God “would rend the heavens and come down” (Is 64:1), that He would 

take vengeance against our enemies, we ourselves “have all become like one who 

is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment” (Is 64:6). We 

have continued in our sins for “a long time, and shall we be saved?” (Is 64:5). 

Yet, the Lord does not punish us in anger. He comes in voluntary meekness and 

humility to save us by His grace. Just as He once came into Jerusalem to sacrifice 

Himself for us upon the cross (Mk 11:4–8), He still comes to His Church with the 

fruits of His Passion. By His ministry of the Gospel, we are “enriched in him in 

all speech and all knowledge,” and so He will “sustain you to the end” (1Co 1:5, 

8). Although “heaven and earth will pass away,” His words “will not pass away” 

(Mk 13:31). As He sends disciples to call us to Himself in the fellowship of His 

Church, so will He “send out the angels” to gather us and all of His elect “from 

the ends of the earth” to Himself in heaven forever (Mk 13:27). 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 

us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 



Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ps. 25:4–5, 21–22; antiphon: Ps. 25:1–3a 

 
To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

teach me | your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my  

sal- | vation;* 

for you I wait all the | day long. 

May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me,* 

for I | wait for you. 

Redeem Israel, | O God,* 

out of all his | troubles. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 204 

 
 

During Advent, the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 

Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 23:5–8 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise 

up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 

wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days 

Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by 

which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 

“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when 

they shall no longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of 

Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up 

and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the north country and out 

of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall dwell in 

their own land.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Ps. 25:3–4 

 
None who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 

they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

teach me | your paths. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Epistle  Romans 13:11–14 
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 

believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off 

the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly 

as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 

and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Gospel  Matthew 21:1–9 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to 

the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go 

into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 

tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says 

anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 

them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 

saying, “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of 

burden.’” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They 

brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on 

them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that 

went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the 

Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 

in the highest!”  

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Athanasian Creed  
 

C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt 

perish eternally. 

And the catholic faith is this, 

that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither 

confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit 

is another. 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

is one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one 

Uncreated and one Infinite. 

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy 

Spirit almighty; 

and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each 

distinct person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the 

catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father 

alone. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor 

created nor begotten, but proceeding. 

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three 

Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater 

or less than another; 

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and 

coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity 

in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the 

Trinity. 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully 

believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God 

and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; 

and He is man, born from the substance of His mother in this 

age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and 

human flesh; 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father 

with respect to His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by 

the assumption of the humanity into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of 

person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one 

Christ, 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the 

third day from the dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

God Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an 

account concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those 

who have done evil into eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and 

firmly cannot be saved. 

 
Sit 
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5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

Δ8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013819.; © 1978 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013819. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
To You, O Lord, we lift up our souls and in You we put our trust. Do 

not let us be ashamed of our hope but come quickly. Sustain us by Your 

Holy Spirit, that we may have joy at the advent of Christ, our King and 

Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gracious Lord, awaken Your saints from sleep and idleness as we enter 

another Church Year. Encourage the preachers of Your Word and all who 

hear, for salvation is nearer us now than when we first believed. Renew the 

faith and quicken the love of all Christians to cast off the works of darkness, 

put on Jesus Christ and live as children of the eternal day. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, preserve and bless all Christian households, that 

husbands and wives would live in love and service to each other, that fathers 

and mothers would diligently bring up their children in Your fear, and that 

children would honor their parents and be well equipped for service to their 

neighbors in this life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, be with the governing authorities and enable them to 

preserve peace and order in our nation. Hear our prayers for our president; 

our governor, our military and police, and other civil servants as well as all 

newly elected officials. Increase a spirit of unity and cooperation among the 

people of our land and the nations of the world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

Compassionate Lord, behold in mercy all who are in any danger, 

trouble, sickness, or need. Hear our prayers for the sick and suffering, 

especially Austin Brammer, Cole Cavanaugh, Jackie Clamme, Jerry Cook, 

Dean Dwiggins, Jack Elsesser, Ken Greenwald, Julie Irven Harper, J. D. 

Howard, Maryann Huffman, David Kyler, Reece Mann, Bethany Myers, 

Logan Scheiwe, Jim Smith, David Stout, and Debby Taylor. Give health to 

our world and bring the pandemic to an end. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

Loving God, bless all those celebrating birthdays and wedding 

anniversaries, especially Jerry and Linda Cook, that they might rejoice in 

being Your children, whom You richly and daily bless. Lord in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Eternal Lord, as Your Son once entered humbly into Jerusalem to cries 

of “Hosanna,” so send Him to us according to His promise in the Holy 



Sacrament, that we may eat His body and drink His blood in repentance and 

faith for the forgiveness of our sins and in the unity of a true confession. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Offering 
The Offering plate is located at the back of the Church on the table in the Nave. 

  

Please sign in using the attendance register located at the end of each pew.   

Vocal Choir – Advent Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church encourages confirmed members of Grace and of 

our sister congregations in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to commune. 

Christians of other denominations or church bodies are respectfully asked to honor 

our practice and not to commune. Please see our statement card on “The Lord’s 

Supper, Our Belief and Practice” provided in the pews. Guests desiring to commune 

with us today are asked to speak to the pastor before service. 
 

Stand 

 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 

us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we 

might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 

lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 

sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sanctus   

 

 

 

 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  
 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
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5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

Δ6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
 
Public domain 
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5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 

    Around my Savior stand; 

And soon my friends in Christ below 

    Will join the glorious band. 

 

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 

    For that bright home of love 

That I may see Thee and adore 

    With all Thy saints above. 
 
Public domain 
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© 2003 Stephen P. Starke 
© 1970 The Hymn Society; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013819. 
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Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank 

You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 

to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benedicamus  

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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This Week (November 29 - December 6) at Grace 

Matins: Mon. - Wed.  8:30 a.m. 

Today: 8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:20 a.m. Christian Education Hour  

 10:30 a.m. Divine Service  

 Confirmation Class 

Monday: 6:15 p.m. Handbells 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m. Private Confession 

 7:00 p.m. Divine Service 

 Confession study to follow service 

Next Sunday: 8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:20 a.m. Christian Education Hour  

 10:30 a.m. Divine Service  

 12:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

Altar Guild – Candy Brammer, Emily Nickels, Lori Foist, Suzanne Price 

December: Jill Boyd, Cathy Branscome, Linda Cook, Brenda Mackey 

Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and to enhance the beauty of His 

house by Mike and Suzanne Price. 

In Our Prayers  

Health – Austin Brammer, Cole Cavanaugh, Jackie Clamme, Jerry Cook, Dean 

Dwiggins, Jack Elsesser, Ken Greenwald, Julie Irven Harper, J. D. Howard, Maryann 

Huffman, David Kyler, Reece Mann, Bethany Myers, Logan Scheiwe, Jim Smith, David 

Stout, and Debby Taylor 

Comfort – The family of Cynthia Greenwald and the family of Cornell Murphy  

Shut-ins – Jack Elsesser, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, 

Debby Taylor 

Armed Forces – Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., 

Hayden Parsons, and Sam Wehmueller  

Birthdays –  

Anniversaries – Jerry and Linda Cook (12/2) celebrating 30 years 

Thanksgivings – Birth of Jay Steven Dowling nephew of Emily Nickels; Greg 

Koss starting his new job; Dwight Ramsey’s son announcing they are expecting 

their third child due in 2021. 



To activate the Grace Prayer Chain at any time, contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 

or log on to our website and click “Prayer Request”— your email goes directly to 

Diana. 

 Announcements  
Shut-ins – Westminster Village has been on lockdown for over a month. This 

means visitors have not been allowed at all. Lee Kerkhoff and Becky Levihn are 

both there but unable to even visit with each other. While our card ministry sends 

out cards to them on a regular basis. I was thinking it would be nice to have some 

members send thinking of you cards to them both. If you need their addresses, 

please contact Kelli in the office (765) 282-2537 and I would be happy to get it for 

you.  

Pantry Needs – We are in need of: paper products, bar soap, dish soap, cereal, 

boxed potatoes, peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, Jell-O, pork and beans, 

canned veggies, canned fruit, spaghetti, and  pasta sauce. Thank you for all your 

donations.  

Clothe a Child – Grace will be participating with Better way again this year for 

our Clothe a Child program. Donations will be collected until 12/6 to be able to do 

the shopping for the families. We will not need volunteers for shopping this year as 

the shopping will be done with the staff vs. the families due to COVID-19. You can 

leave your donation in the offering plate with the memo Clothe a child, Checks 

made payable to Grace Lutheran Church. If you have any questions, please contact 

Robyn Clamme at (765) 348-8473. 

MOST Mission Team – Grace’s MOST Mission team has tentatively scheduled an 

eyeglass mission trip to Belize in July 2021. The five-member team will begin 

fundraising in December with a Silent Auction and we need your help. We are 

looking for your donations (or making a purchase) to our silent auction which we 

will begin collecting items on Sunday November 29th. The silent auction will end 

December 13, 10 minutes after 2nd service. We are looking for creative ideas from 

crafts, gift baskets, special baked items, gift certificates, sport tickets, babysitting or 

making a special home cooked meal for delivery. Your ideas are endless.  We will 

also be preparing for a Chili Cookoff in January as a fundraiser, more information 

will be provided. If you have any questions, please call or text Linda Cook at (765) 

729-0262 or Robyn Clamme at (765) 348-8473. 

 
 
 
 



 Angels Announced His Birth 
When a child is to be born, most often an announcement is made to the public. A 

new person being in the world is a noteworthy and significant event. This is 

especially true for the parents, and yet it is also true for the human family. Such 

announcements allow the community to rejoice together with the parents, to help 

the parents prepare their hearts and home for the child, and to prepare itself to 

welcome for the anticipated birth.  

This Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord, we will listen to 

the announcements of the Christ’s long-expected birth made by God’s angels to 

Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph. In so doing, the Holy Spirit will prepare our hearts to 

celebrate, just as we make our homes ready for the holy days when we remember 

our Savior’s birth. Indeed, His birth was not only noteworthy to Mary, her 

betrothed, and her close family, but it has the greatest significance to the whole 

world. 

 

Advent 2020 Midweek Sermon Services 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020, 7:00 p.m. – The Angel to Zechariah;  

 readings: Isaiah 40-18 and Luke 1:5-25 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020, 7:00 p.m. – The Angel to Mary;  

 readings: Isaiah 7:10-16 and Luke 1:26-38 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020, 7:00 p.m. – The Angel to Joseph;  

 readings: Isaiah 53:1-6 and Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Nativity of Our Lord 

Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Divine Service with 

candle lighting 

Friday, December 25, 2020, 10:30 a.m. – Christmas Day Divine Service 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMS) 
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