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Rev. Danny Mackey 
Second Sunday in Lent – Reminiscere 
February 28, 2021 
Matthew 15:21-28 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was 
healed instantly. 

 Jesus is in the region of Tyre and Sidon, northwest of the Sea of Galilee. Gentile country. 

As He says in our lesson, He was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Some 

Israelites had moved into Gentile areas, intermixing with the pagans. It’s only to those 

wayward Israelites that Jesus is going—or so think the disciples. But Jesus wasn’t sent only 

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Jesus was sent for all humanity. 

 Two things in our text prove that Jesus is for all people. First, Jesus has journeyed 

outside Israel. Second, He praises the faith of a Canaanite woman. Even though those 

people were outside Israel, Jesus went to save them. 

 Jesus has come to us as well. While He was a Jew, Jesus didn’t come to rescue just Jews. 

He came to redeem all people, regardless of nationality, ancestry, tribe, and language. It’s 

only that the Jews were the people God chose through whom He kept His covenantal 

promise. But this promise is to the benefit of all people. We know this. Otherwise, our 

coming to faith, our being Christian, means nothing. While the world is concerned about 

things like of what country you’re a citizen, your ethnic heritage, or the color of your skin, 

Christ and His Church isn’t concerned about such things. Christ and His Church is only 

concerned about your salvation. We’re all made in His image, and He desires that all people 

be saved. 

 That’s something the disciples didn’t get. They were concerned about this woman’s 

nationality. She was a Canaanite. People the Israelites called dogs. And not friendly, tail-

wagging, take-home-and-make-your-pet kind of dogs. Mean, nasty, feral dogs. Like most 

Jews, the disciples saw Canaanites as not worth saving. 

 So when this woman comes up to Jesus and begs Him to heal her demon-oppressed 

daughter, and then His disciples beg Jesus to get rid of her, Jesus says what’s in their hearts. 

What they expect to hear regarding His ministry: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
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house of Israel.” In other words: “I’m not going to do anything because she’s not worth My 

time. Isn’t that how it’s supposed to be, O disciples?” 

 The disciples get it. They hear how wrong those words sound coming out of Jesus’ 

mouth. After all, they’re standing in the region of Tyre and Sidon. They’ve been 

encountering Gentiles. And this Gentile woman has need. The Jesus they know and trust in 

couldn’t ignore such need. No reasonable or feeling person wants for a demon to oppress 

(or possess) another’s daughter. The disciples get it. And Jesus has more to teach them. 

That’s why our lesson turns to the woman and her encounter with the Lord. 

 Here Jesus teaches us what it means to be Christian. And Jesus uses this Canaanite 

woman to show us. If we want to truly be Christian—truly be disciples of Jesus—we need 

only to look at this encounter. 

 First, the woman’s desperate. Not for herself. She’s desperate for her daughter. Her 

daughter who’s severely oppressed by a demon. She willfully violates all social rules to get 

the help her daughter needs. She brazenly approaches a man in public. And a Jewish man, 

at that! She cries out. And she won’t stop crying out. She doesn’t care what others think. She 

doesn’t cry out in her selfishness. Rather, she cries out because of her daughter’s need. 

 We’re desperate, too. Unlike this woman, though, we so rarely cry out to the Lord. We 

have the luxury of deceiving ourselves. And so we don’t fully recognize our need. Some of 

us have got an inkling. Still, we live much of our lives as if we’re okay. Occasionally, we 

acknowledge our inability. We think that it’s a matter of us helping ourselves, and we fail to 

realize that everything relies on God and His goodness. The atheist that thinks there’s no 

God fails to understand that he can only think because God’s given him a brain. We likewise 

rely on our own abilities to get what we need or want, and we fail to acknowledge that God 

gave us those abilities in the first place. 

 But what happens when something’s beyond our reason or strength? How can we stop 

cancer or a global pandemic? Where is our power to make someone love us and want to be 

with us? Can we stop freezing weather or wildfires? And when we don’t have the power 

over these things, do we cry out to God in our desperate need? Or do we blame God for 

allowing bad things to happen? 

 Second, this Canaanite woman won’t be put off. She cries out to Jesus. He ignores her. 

Her need is so desperate, so great. She cries out more. He insults her. Calls her a dog. She 
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doesn’t give up. She takes the seeming abuse. It doesn’t matter what Jesus does to her. She 

doesn’t care about that. Whatever He wants to do, she’ll let Him. Why? Because He’s the 

only One that can help her. She’s not worth His attention. She’s not worth His help. Nor is 

her daughter. But her daughter’s need is great. If He wants her to grovel, she will. She’s not 

proud. She can’t afford to be. He’s her daughter’s only chance. 

 How much would you put up with from God? Would you let Him abuse you? Slap you? 

Smack you around? Make you to suffer years of agony and torment with some wasting 

disease? If He takes away everything from you—your spouse or children, your house, your 

wealth or health, your job, your ability to get around, or all of these—if He takes away 

everything from you, will you turn away from Him? Don’t say it can’t happen. It’s happened 

to a lot of people. Even Christians. Every day. People lose everything they have. And God 

allows it. It happened to the apostles. It happened to Christ Himself. If God made His own 

Son to suffer, what would stop Him from doing the same to you? 

 This Canaanite woman puts up with it all because she has humility. No cost is too great 

for her to save her child. She’ll put up with it all. If it means her daughter’s rescue. And 

seeing her in her humility, we see what being a Christian looks like. 

 Because her humility reflects Christ’s own. He was willing to put up with any amount of 

suffering and pain and hurt to save us. In order to save us, Jesus became humiliated. 

Likewise, the Father saw no cost for saving us as too great. So He humbled His only-

begotten Son by having Him born of a Jewish virgin. Jesus set aside His divine powers. He 

was obedient unto death—even death on a cross! 

 The result of Jesus’ humiliation is that all people can be saved. He died on the cross not 

only for the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He died for all people. For the Canaanite 

woman and for the disciples. He died for us.  

 And Jesus’ dying proves what we’re worth to Him. There’s a saying: “Something is only 

worth what someone is willing to pay for it.” Jesus’ death is the payment for our salvation. 

He’s already paid that price. How much was the Canaanite woman worth to Jesus? How 

much His disciples? How much are you worth? Jesus’ death worth! That’s how much. The 

heavenly Father has shown how He regards us, how He loves us, and how precious we are 

to Him. He’s shown this to us in the giving of His Son, our Lord. 
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 That Canaanite woman had no idea how much Jesus loved her. Not even when He 

praised her in front of His disciples. Not even when He healed her daughter. But now she 

knows. Jesus used her and her daughter—and even the demon tormenting her daughter—

to draw her to Him. And having drawn her to Him, Jesus gave her something far greater 

than release from a single demon. He gave her faith in Him, which saves her from all the 

demons for all eternity. He gave her eternal life. 

 He gives the same to us. He already humbled Himself so that we might have salvation. 

While we don’t fully grasp our need, He has. He’s met that need. No cost was too great for 

Him to save us. And all things that happen to us, no matter how hard or difficult or painful 

they are, He’s using for our benefit. If God didn’t spare His own Son to save us, how will He 

not also with Him graciously give us all things? He has. He does. And, in humility and faith, 

we know it. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus.  


