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He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 [Jesus says,] “I am the Good Shepherd.” 

 “Thank God, today a seven-year-old child knows what the Church is, namely, the holy 

believers and lambs who hear the voice of their Shepherd. For the children pray thus: I 

believe in one holy Christian Church” (SA III:XII, 2-3). 

 Dr. Martin Luther wrote that in 1538. It’s straightforward and simple. And it’s true. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. The Church is the community of saints who hears Jesus’ voice. 

They are all those who hear Jesus’ voice, even those “other sheep that are not of this fold,” 

that is, the fold that is Israel. When Jesus first said these words, He was speaking of you. 

You are among those other sheep. You have heard His voice. He has brought you also. There 

is one flock, the Church. He is the one shepherd, even Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Having been brought into the Church, Jesus’ sheep listen to His voice. But it’s seemingly 

getting harder to hear Him. That’s probably why more and more have wandered away from 

Jesus and the Church. Three weeks ago, Gallup released a poll where 47% of Americans 

said they belonged to a church, synagogue, or mosque. They didn’t say they attended. Just 

“belonged” to a religious institution. Most Americans have chosen to close their ears to 

religion. And of those who do belong to a religion, they’re not just hearing the voice of 

Jesus. They’re hearing the voices of Judah the Prince and Mohammed. 

 Those not belonging to a religious institution have their voices, too. Other voices like 

politicians, celebrities, pundits, and commentators. Activists and long-dead philosophers. 

Tyrants and panderers. Voices of those who tell people what they want to hear—regardless 

of the forum, including the news shows, the sports broadcasts, and sitcoms we watch. So 

many voices. So many competing voices. Because they’re not saying the same thing. None 

agree. But all these voices are trying to lead you. To change what you think and how you 

behave. To shepherd you. 

 Right now, you’re hearing the voice of your Good Shepherd. That is good. That’s 

fantastic, in fact. Because Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He’s laid down His life for you. He 

died on the cross, was buried in the tomb, and on the third day was raised from the dead… 
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for you. He is risen. By the power of His voice, He has brought you here, into the Church and 

into His presence. And He’s leading you to eternal life. To borrow from the psalmist, Jesus is 

leading you through the valley of the shadow of death and to green pastures, beside still 

waters. A good place. Very good, indeed. 

 But after Church today, and throughout the week, to whom will you listen? Will you 

heed Jesus’ Word, or will you rely on other voices? When faced with a moral question, will 

you turn to the Ten Commandments? Or will you just do whatever is right in your own 

eyes? When considering how you are to live, will you think of your God-pleasing vocations 

as parent, child, employer, and employee? Or will you put yourself first? When someone 

sins against you, will you demand retribution or reparations? Or will you forgive and love, 

just as your Good Shepherd loves and forgives you? And though you are hearing His voice 

this Sunday, will you listen to His voice next Sunday? Or will you be wandering in the 

wilderness of this world, a world filled with threat and harm and danger all the way? 

   This world is dangerous. Yet the dangers go beyond this present life. The real and true 

danger is hell and eternal damnation. Only Jesus’ voice leads you away from hell, away from 

damnation. No matter how well intentioned those other voices may be, they can’t save you 

from the eternal danger to your soul. They can’t even save themselves. 

 The Christian in the world is like a sheep in the wilderness. He hears the voice of the 

shepherd a distance away. He knows that there is safety and security where that voice is. 

He must either go to the shepherd or the shepherd must come to him. All the while, danger 

surrounds him. Will he find food? Will he find a place to bed down? Perhaps, some. But not 

enough. There are other things besides sheep in the wilderness, too. Wolves. Wolves, which 

feed on the sheep. 

 And when the wolves come, those other voices—the worldly voices of those who would 

shepherd you—go silent. Jesus calls them hired hands. They care nothing for the sheep. 

They only care about the money they make off the sheep. The corporations, politicians, and 

social activists all have one thing in common: the love of money. But they love their skins 

more. And so, when they’re threatened, the hired hands run and hide. The sheep are 

abandoned. Left alone. Easy prey for the wolves. Which is why the folds of the Good 

Shepherd’s flock are dwindling in our country. 
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 Your shepherd, the Good Shepherd, calls out for you to be gathered around Him. Out of 

the wilderness of the world and sin and danger. Out of darkness, and into His marvelous 

light, writes St. Peter. And that’s what the word Church means. Ecclesia in the Greek, which 

translates to the “called out ones.” “I must bring them also,” says Jesus, “and they will listen 

to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” Called out from the world, from the 

wilderness, from danger all the way. Called into the Church, into the one flock with the one 

Good Shepherd. He declares, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 

to Myself” (Jn 12:32). 

 You can hear Jesus’ voice over the internet, radio, or on the television. But hearing the 

voice is not the same as being with the Shepherd. You want to be where the Shepherd is, 

gathered with the other sheep. Not being drawn to Jesus metaphorically; rather, drawn to 

Him literally. This is the Good Shepherd’s pasture, where you hear His voice spoken 

directly to you. His pasture is a sanctuary, a place, a holy place, a place of true safety. 

Because with the Good Shepherd is safety and security—as safe as anywhere on this earth 

can be. And the danger? Well, any danger He takes on Himself. Jesus is the Good Shepherd 

because He took the danger. Not just the danger from the world, but the ultimate and real 

danger. Danger of the Father’s wrath and displeasure.  

 Your Good Shepherd draws and invites you to where He is. To this fold, gathered to 

hear His voice. To heaven, where you will dwell with Him in peace and safety until the Last 

Day. And, ultimately, to the new heavens and the new earth, where there will be no threat 

of the Father’s displeasure or from your fellow man or the powers of darkness ever again. 

 Because Jesus laid down His life for the sheep. No other shepherd does that. The other 

worldly voices are hired hands, exploiting the sheep for their own profit. Perhaps, they are 

really wolves, feeding themselves on the sheep. Because Jesus laid down His life for the 

sheep, the Father’s just anger has been satisfied. As a sign of your salvation, the Good 

Shepherd gives His sheep to feed on Him instead. In the Sacrament, from the altar, He gives 

you His true body and true blood. He is the Good Shepherd. Good to you. Shepherding you 

to a good place, where there will be no danger. Just goodness all the way. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 


