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Rev. Danny Mackey 
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John 16:23-33 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 Jesus said: “The Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed 
that I came from God.” 

 We’re still celebrating Easter. The greatest season of the Church Year. We get our 

alleluias and acclamations of “He is risen.” The aisle candles make our nave look 

particularly beautiful. The Easter banner bursts forth with colors from Christ’s cross. 

Everything is great. Jesus has won the victory! He is with us, as our Good Shepherd, and He 

promises that He sends His Holy Spirit. 

 But then we return to life in the world. And what do we see?  

 Troubles. The Canadian government shutting down churches in Alberta and Ontario for 

not following COVID restrictions. Even imprisoning pastors.  

 Troubles. Like a 71-year-old pastor in London who was arrested a couple weeks ago for 

preaching on Genesis 1. The crime: saying that God created us male and female.  

 Troubles. The bishop-elect of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland (with 

whom we’re in fellowship) arrested for a booklet published in 2004 that says marriage is 

between a man and a woman.  

 Troubles. Attacks on the Church through things like the Equality Act, which would force 

Churches, Christians, and other people to violate conscience and submit to the demands of 

the LGBTQ community. 

 Troubles in our country. Race relations are much worse today than they were 30 years 

ago. What Martin Luther King, Jr. taught about judging people based on the content of their 

character and not the color of their skin is now called racism. The answer to past 

discrimination is more discrimination. The answer to discrimination today is future 

discrimination. 

 Troubles in our cities. Homicides in every major metropolitan city in our country have 

risen by at least 30% this past year. In 2019, there were 172 homicides in Indianapolis. In 

2020, 245. Other cities have burned. Federal and local government buildings have been 

attacked, including what happened in our nation’s capital on January 6. 
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 Troubles for parents. They’re becoming increasingly concerned about what their 

children are being taught in school. Down in Fishers and Carmel, Critical Race Theory is 

starting to govern all education, including things like Radical Math, which says that two 

plus two doesn’t necessarily equal four.  

 Things haven’t gotten more peaceful. Just more troubling. A number of you have 

lamented with me. The world doesn’t offer peace. It offers only troubles. Violence and self-

interest. People trying to get theirs. Greed, lust, envy, and hate. All are in the heart of 

humanity.  

 We could go on. But it’s tiring, isn’t it? We don’t come to Church to hear about all the 

troubles of this world. We know our sufferings. Our hurts. We want to live in peace and 

quietness. Pastor, please don’t make Church miserable, too. 

 Jesus speaks to our condition. Our situation. Today, Jesus’ word to the apostles is for us: 

 “I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation [you will have troubles]. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

 All our troubles are answered by Christ’s peace. 

 Peace. Purchased and won by Christ. Reconciliation among human creatures is only 

possible because of God’s reconciling Himself to us. We believe Jesus came from God and 

love God the Father for sending Him for us. The Father indeed loves us. Jesus is He who 

makes peace. The Prince of Peace. 

 Peace. Accomplished on the cross. With pierced hands and feet and side. Blood poured 

out for the troubles we cause and the troubles we face in this world. Peace for weary and 

tired souls.  

 Peace. For which we pray. And our heavenly Father hears our prayers, and He promises 

to answer them. Indeed, He’s answered them in His very Son. 

 Peace. No discrimination or hate. No suffering. No harming of others. No getting ahead. 

No greedy selfishness. Just everybody doing what they’re given to do. With love and regard 

for others. 

 Peace. No illness or disease. No lies or deceits. No confusion or frustration. No threat to 

health or wellbeing. No condemnation or anger. 
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 Peace. Our future hope. Christ’s promise to us. Because He’s overcome the world. It 

can’t overcome Him. It doesn’t understand Him. The world is darkness. He is Light. The 

Light, which is the life of men.  

 Peace. A foretaste today. A foretaste to embolden us, to encourage us, to enliven us to 

face this world and our tribulations. We may sorrow today, but we will rejoice tomorrow. 

Because tomorrow we will have that peace. 

 Peace, which the world cannot give. Peace that surpasses all human understanding. 

Peace that is ours in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  

 Really. Jesus has died. He is risen. The world and all its troubles will pass. But you will 

not pass away. You will inherit the Earth in Him. You will have peace. And that peace of 

Christ will be forever. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 


