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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, 
and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 

 When I was a child, we would call one another names. I suspect children still do that. 

Well, adults do it all the time, too. Especially on social media. But when I was a child, we 

would call a foolish person a Nimrod. Eventually, we learned more vulgar words. However, 

Nimrod sufficed for a while. 

 But Genesis 10, the chapter just before our Old Testament lesson, tells us that “[Nimrod] 

was the first on earth to be a mighty man. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD” (Gn 

10:9). Doesn’t sound like a foolish person, does it? In fact, he sounds pretty significant. 

Pretty impressive. Mighty man. A mighty hunter. Before the LORD.  

 Indeed, Nimrod was impressive. But this verse isn’t to Nimrod’s praise. Rather, it’s a 

condemnation. Being a “mighty man” here isn’t a good thing. Neither is a “mighty hunter” 

nor “before the LORD.”  

 You seem Nimrod was a man of violence. That’s what mighty man means. He subjected 

others, forced them to bend to his will. He was a mighty hunter, that is, Nimrod hunted 

other men, capturing them, enslaving them, and murdering them. He was “before the 

LORD.” That means he set himself up as a god—as in the First Commandment: “You shall 

have no other gods before Me.” Nimrod thought he had the right to lord over others and 

demand from them worship and praise. He cared nothing for the one, true God. Nimrod 

became the world’s first emperor.  

 And as the world’s first emperor, Nimrod gathered his subjects into cities, cities like 

Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh. This also makes Nimrod the first politician. As a politician, 

Nimrod conceived of a huge infrastructure project. It was also a religious project. The 

building of a great tower. The tower would rise up as a “gate to the heavens.” Like a 

massive billboard, it would advertise the greatness of Nimrod and draw even more people 

under his rule. And atop this tower, Nimrod would perform religious acts with the high 



2 
 

priestess of Ishtar. And the people would recite a litany for Nimrod, who was called the Ur-

Sag, the ‘hero.’ They chanted: 

 The ‘hero,’ he alone, is absolutely unique, but men are many 
 The Sun god, he alone, is absolutely unique, but men are many 
 When you stay with the ‘hero,’ your life will last 

When you stay with Sun god, your life will last.1 

 Nimrod claimed to be this Ur-Sag, the hero, the Sun god. He offered his subjects peace 

and security. But really, he offered only an ultimatum and a threat: “Obey me or die.” “Your 

life will last” means “I won’t kill you.” Nimrod was a great tyrant. He subjected the lives of 

many men. He controlled the lives of others. He publicized himself as a hero and a savior. 

But he was only another fallen human creature. He couldn’t save anyone, or even himself. 

Therefore, Nimrod was a fool. His name became an insult uttered by children millennia 

later. Children, by the way, who or what Nimrod was. 

 The LORD put an end to Nimrod and his plans. The LORD confused the languages. The 

infrastructure project was halted. Why did God do such a thing? God had commanded to 

Noah the same thing He commanded Adam, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” (Gn 

9:1). This command of God would no longer be despised by Nimrod and his worshippers. 

God wouldn’t allow Nimrod to harm his fellow men any longer.  

 Now, what’s the difference between the LORD and Nimrod other than power? After all, 

our talk about institutions and classes and language is about power these days. Confusing 

language is an extremely powerful tool. If our language is confused, then we can’t form a 

resistance against those seeking to control us. And that’s just what others are doing with 

language. The constant redefining of terms makes us guilty, sometimes retroactively, of 

making some slur or offensive hate speech. We used to be able to say that marriage is 

between a man and a woman. We used to be able to say that a person should be judged on 

the content of his character and not the color of his skin. We used to be able to call boys 

boys and girls girls. But the language has become, intentionally, all confused; and we are all 

left unable to rise up against those who would be tyrants over us. 

 So, again, what’s the difference between the LORD and Nimrod? Nimrod says, “Obey me 

or die.” Doesn’t the LORD basically say the same? In our Gospel lesson from John, Jesus 

 
1 Suruppak’s NeRi, translated by K.Loganathan, 2003. 
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says, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him.” Isn’t this 

about the same? Doesn’t it come down to obeying His commandments and believing in Him 

so you don’t go to eternal death? It’s a fair question. 

 Yet there’s a big difference between what Nimrod says and what our LORD says. 

Nimrod was saying that men needed to obey him, or he would kill them. It’s all threat. It 

wasn’t their lack of obedience that would kill them. Rather, Nimrod would kill them. The 

cause of their deaths would be Nimrod. The LORD, on the contrary, isn’t threatening to kill 

men. He can’t! He can’t because men are already dead in their trespasses and sins. The 

LORD says disobedience is death and that men are dead in it. But if people obey Him, they 

will live. In Him, their life will last—last forever. 

 But fallen human creatures can’t obey the LORD. Corpses are rather unresponsive. So 

the LORD does something Nimrod could never even conceive of doing. Something beyond 

the wisdom of man. The LORD becomes absolutely unique among the many, that is, God 

Himself becomes Man. Jesus is both true God and true Man. Begotten of the Father from 

eternity and born of the Virgin Mary here in time. And the commandments that would leave 

men dead, Jesus keeps in their place—in our place. He obeys His Father perfectly. Instead 

of coming as a tyrant to rule us, Jesus came as a servant to sacrifice Himself for us. 

 Jesus is the one, true God. He is the real hero. And He doesn’t seek to control us. To be a 

tyrant to us. He isn’t a politician pretending to be a savior. Rather, He is the Savior! Jesus 

doesn’t hunt down people and try to bend them to His will. That’s what sinful man does. So 

the psalmist says, “Do not put your trust in princes or in men who cannot save” (Ps 146:3). 

Rather, put your trust in Him who made the earth and the sun and moon and stars—in Him 

who made you. In Him who obeyed the commands of God for you. 

 The LORD had His own infrastructure project. It wasn’t in the plain of Shinar like 

Nimrod’s tower. Rather, it was just outside of Jerusalem, outside the city, on a hill called 

Golgotha. Instead of countless bricks and mortar, He used two beams and three nails. Jesus 

on the cross is the true worship, the most perfect sacrifice. God in flesh was raised up for 

the whole world to see so that men are drawn to Him. Jesus said, “And I, when I am lifted up 

from the earth, will draw all people to myself” (Jn 12:32). 

 And He has! He has drawn us to Him by the working of the Holy Spirit, whom He first 

poured out so generously on Pentecost. He didn’t force His will on us. He can be rejected, as 
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many continue to prove. Rather, He tenderly invited us. Sought to persuade us with 

promise of eternal life. As Jesus said, “My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 

give to you” (Jn 15:27b). And we have heard His promise in His Word. By the working of the 

Holy Spirit, we have believed it. 

 We received the Holy Spirit when we were baptized [just as Mason received the Holy 

Spirit at the beginning of service this morning]. In receiving the Holy Spirit, we—each and 

every one of us—also received the Son and the heavenly Father. “Baptize,” commanded our 

Lord, “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19). We 

received the perfect obedience of Christ, and thus all the Father’s love. Through Baptism, 

God came to us and made His home with us. Home with us in our hearts. 

 And He gives us a new language. It’s clear language. Without confusion. A language that 

transcends the culture and structures of men—and speaks to our very hearts and minds. 

God’s Word and commandments are only confusing to us, at times, because of our sinful, 

fallen condition. So when we are confused by His language, God invites us to come to Him, 

to reason with Him, to understand Him. “Come now, and let us reason together, says the 

LORD.” And this new language is the language of the Gospel itself. “Though your sins are 

like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 

become like wool” (Is 1:18). 

 Nimrod and the world spill the blood of fellow man in order to gain and maintain 

power. Nimrod—and all those like him—have hands stained red. Red like our paraments. 

Red for the blood of the martyrs.  

SO, DON’T BE A NIMROD. INSTEAD, TRUST IN JESUS. 

 Trust in Jesus because He willingly poured out His blood for you. He poured out His 

blood so that you might be joined to Him, have a home with Him, be loved by Him. This is 

what the apostles preached on that Pentecost. Our Lord has made peace with us men by 

becoming the absolutely unique—not just true God and true man, but also because He 

alone has obeyed God. And the life He has earned, He gives to you. Most certainly, when you 

stay with Christ, you have everlasting life. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


