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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 [Jesus said to them:] “Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come 
near to you.’” 

 Today we commemorate St. Luke the Evangelist. Author of this Gospel account. Writer 

of more than one-third of the New Testament. Practically every Christian knows of St. Luke, 

But can we name all Twelve of the apostles? That’s right. He’s a pretty big deal. We even 

have symbols for Luke on our altar and our processional cross. Again I say. Big. Deal. 

 Tradition holds that Luke was among these 72 sent out ahead of Jesus. But what was 

Luke doing before he joined the 71 others? What was his background? St. Paul calls Luke 

“the beloved physician” in Colossians. Also Luke wrote with exactness about diseases and 

medical matters. It illustrates his great knowledge of physiology and medical treatments. 

As a result, we really have no reason to doubt that Luke was a medical doctor. And he was 

an exceptionally good one! Why else would he be called “the beloved physician”? 

 So, if Luke was an exceptionally good doctor, why become a missionary and then an 

Evangelist? Why not just continue to heal people in their bodies? After all, the work that 

our doctors and medical professionals do is extremely important and vital. We love our 

doctors, nurses, dentists, dental hygienists, physical therapists, pharmacists, EMTs, 

psychologists, behavioral therapists, and all those who care for our bodies. Luke surely 

loved doing the work, evidenced by his being so good at it. 

 This was the question we asked my classmate Jim. Jim was a doctor before the 

seminary. Brillant guy. More importantly, Jim is compassionate. The rest of us asked him 

why he wanted to be a pastor. Jim said he had two reasons: one, medical insurance was so 

costly that he couldn’t afford to be a general practitioner any longer; and two, eventually 

his healing of the body would fail his patients, but the forgiveness of sins would ultimately 

save them, both body and soul, for eternal life. The first reason gave him the impetus to 

leave medicine. The second gave him incentive to enter the Ministry. I suspect St. Luke felt 

the same way as Jim did. 
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 I also remember a trip to Ellett Memorial Hospital early in my Ministry. Dr. Daly was on 

call. He saw me show up and approach the nurses’ station. It was a small, rural hospital so 

there wasn’t an information desk. Dr. Daly was giving the nurse instructions for a patient 

when I approached, so I hung a few feet back, waiting for him to finish. When he got done 

with the nurse, he looked up at me and said, “I don’t know why you bother coming to the 

hospital. There’s nothing you can do here.” The nurse, a dear lady from town, would have 

none of it. She looked up at Dr. Daly and said, “Doctor, every patient you treat will die. He’s 

here so that they will live forever.”  

 Every patient St. Luke treated and cured finally succumbed to death. There was no 

escaping that fate. Luke could provide healing and comfort, but only so much. I can’t 

imagine how frustrating that can be. Some of you in our medical profession have seen this. 

Perhaps with a patient who keeps hurting him or herself with an unhealthy lifestyle. 

Others, no matter what you do, can’t seem to get over a particular illness—or just have one 

medical problem after another. You labor to care for your patients in their bodies, but 

there’s only so much that can be done. 

 So what can be done to stop death? What’s the cure?  

 Forgiveness. Forgiveness stops death. Forgiveness is more than a treatment. It’s a cure. 

Because forgiveness deals with death’s root cause. 

 The very moment our first parents violated God’s command, they began to die. Death 

rode in on the coattails of sin. That’s because sin is the illness, death the symptom. And the 

illness of sin has been passed onto us all. It’s hereditary. Passed on from father to child. We 

aren’t only inclined to sin. We are conceived and born in it. “All men die,” writes St. Paul, 

“because all men sin” (Rm 5:12). 

 But Jesus has taken our sin upon Himself. That’s why He suffered on the cross. That’s 

why He died. He was born of a virgin in order to avoid our hereditary sin. Though He was 

tempted as we are, He was without sin. And He who had no sin came to heal us of our 

affliction. He did it by being crucified because of our sin. And His death was for all sin. Not 

just some of it. Not just one person’s sin, or even most people’s. No, Jesus’ death was for all 

sin, both great and small, the whole of it, for the whole world. He died the death sin 

manifests in our bodies so that we might have the cure of forgiveness. Forgiveness takes 

away sin, so death no longer can have any power over us. Jesus’ death is our cure. 
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 This cure was proven three days later. After Jesus died for our sin, He rose again from 

the grave. Death couldn’t keep dead the sinless One. Jesus lives, and He gives His life to us. 

That’s why, on that first Easter, Jesus’ first words to His disciples was “Peace be with you” 

and “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them.” Peace and forgiveness go hand 

in hand. Jesus’ forgiveness makes us right with God. In Christ, God and sinners are 

reconciled. And forgiveness among men results in peace. When you forgive someone who’s 

hurt you—or are forgiven after you’ve hurt another—then you can have peace. Jesus took 

the death we deserve and, in so doing, forgave us. When we forgive, we take the hurt the 

other person deserves on ourselves so that we can have peace once more. We can live 

together once more. 

 If Jesus’ death takes away sin, why do we still suffer aches and pains? More importantly: 

why do we die? And why do we still need people to care for our bodies?  

 Because we still have sin in our bodies. Though God never intended it to be, sin has 

become our human experience. We feel death in our bodies constantly. And that death is 

eating away at our sin. God gives us all those wonderful people to care for our bodies 

because our bodies are important to Him. Doctors and others comfort and strengthen our 

bodies so that the rest of us can work and serve one another. That’s why the Church 

invented the hospital. All so our bodies can be healed, our fellow human creatures can hear 

the Gospel proclaimed, and we can live in service to our neighbor. And when we die, then 

sin will finally be purged from our bodies and our souls shall ascend into heaven totally 

pure and holy. 

 That’s what St. Luke believed. His faith is the same as our own—the faith given to him 

by the Holy Spirit. One Lord, one faith, one God and Father of us all. And that faith has been 

worked in us at the reading of Luke’s account of the Gospel. Not only do we find some of the 

most beautiful passages in all of human language—the Magnificat, the Nunc Dimittis, the 

Benedictus, and the Gloria in Excelsis—all in the first two chapters—but we have also 

found Christ. Through Luke’s pen, Christ’s Word has worked faith in us. The Holy Spirit has 

called countless believers by the Luke’s Gospel account. Even us. 

 This faith in Jesus is ours to share with others. They’re sick, too. All men need 

forgiveness… especially those who’ve hurt us. We are to point to the cure of their souls so 

that they might be healed. And where do we send them? We send them to the Church. Our 
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churches aren’t for the healthy but for the sick. They’re hospitals. Hospitals for sinners. And 

the medicine of immortality is Christ Jesus’ own body and blood. You go to the hospital 

when you’re sick. Unless you’re being foolish or stubborn. Here sinners can be forgiven. 

Here you’re forgiven. 

 Now, when Luke and the 71 others returned from their mission, they returned with joy. 

Jesus said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you 

authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 

nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to 

you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

 The preaching of Christ brings Satan to his knees. And it cures sin, removing the sting of 

death. St. Luke knew this, understood this, believed this, and gave up everything for it. 

That’s why, as one tradition holds, Luke was willing to die for preaching Christ. Our 

paraments are red because we believe he was martyred. It was most likely shortly after St. 

Paul and by Nero’s command. Luke trusted in Christ’s forgiveness. He firmly believed that 

the healing of his soul means that his body will also be healed on the Last Day. Come the 

resurrection, all bodies shall be raised. Sin, death, and the devil can’t stop it. They are cast 

down whenever Christ is preached. 

 That’s why we rejoice today. We rejoice that St. Luke went from healing bodies and to 

healing souls. We rejoice that the Lord has blessed us with Luke’s account of the Gospel. 

Indeed, it’s an account that speaks of healing for the nations. It proclaims peace on earth. 

And it declares God’s goodwill toward men. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


