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“I am going to Him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’  

But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.”  Jesus tells His 

disciples what is going to happen in the near future.  In a way, this is the beginning of the end.  

In a few short hours, Jesus will be crucified, die, and be buried.  Three days later He will rise 

triumphantly from the grave.  40 days after that, He will ascend into heaven.  Jesus still has much 

to teach His disciples, but His time with them is almost up.  So, He tells the disciples, “It is to 

your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you.  

But if I go, I will send Him to you.”  Jesus will depart and send the Holy Spirit, who will guide 

and teach the disciples.  Jesus’ departing means the sending of the Holy Spirit.  This is for our 

benefit. 

 Jesus says, “And when He comes, He will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment.”  It is the job of the Holy Spirit to convict the world.  In particular 

these three things: sin, righteousness, and judgment.  Jesus also tells us why the Sprit will 

convict the world of these three things.  “Concerning sin, because they do not believe in me.”  

Since the fall of our first parents, sin has permeated every aspect of our world.  Looking around 

today, it is easy to see how much sin has turned our world.  This pandemic reminds us of this.  

Even with all our modern technology and vast amounts of resources, an unseen virus has caused 

the whole world to stop in its tracks.  If disease wasn’t bad enough, death also lurks around the 

corner.  We all know death is horrible.  In fact it is so bad that we try to pacify it.  When an 

elderly person dies we say, “He or she lived a good, long life.”  When someone young passes 

away we say, “It must have been his or her time.”  We try to cover up the reality and severity of 

death, but death will not remain hidden.  Worse than physical death is eternal death.  That is 

what unbelief is after all: eternal death.  The world has turned it’s back on God.  Many 

government officials have deemed churches to not be essential businesses.  The world tells us it 

is better for us to not gather for church.  Amidst the panic and turmoil, it is far better for you to 

turn away from God.  The world knows better how to take care of you.  But the world cannot 

save you from death.  Moreover, the world cannot save you from eternal death. 
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 Jesus continues, “concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you will 

see me no longer.”  This world needs to be convicted—that is saved from what it considers 

righteousness.  According to the world, righteousness is all about doing what is right in our own 

eyes.  Just let people do what makes them happy.  It doesn’t matter if their actions do harm.  If it 

makes them happy, let them enjoy.  Don’t judge other people, that’s the righteous thing to do.  

Now, if that type of righteousness doesn’t work, no worries!  The world has plenty of other types 

of righteousness to fill our need.  Maybe we don’t want to let people just do what’s right in their 

own eyes.  In fact, we know better than them!  We should tell them how they should live.  Every 

detail of our neighbor’s life should be under our control.  We will tell them what is and what is 

not righteous.  We will control what they do or do not do.  After all, they are like children who 

cannot decide for themselves.  The world says we have no need for God to show us what is and 

is not righteous.  We can handle that on our own.  But the Holy Spirit says differently.  We need 

a righteousness the world cannot give.  We need the very righteousness of God. 

 Jesus says, “concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.”  The 

world sets up for itself false gods as its rulers.  You won’t see cults gathering together to worship 

the likes of Dionysus, Aries, and Aphrodite, but what they represent is certainly still worshipped.  

Intoxication, violence, and sex are still worshipped in our culture today.  Their temples still stand 

and are frequently visited by those who practice.  Entire city neighborhoods are dedicated to 

intoxication.  The Vegas Strip, the French Quarter, or the Beaches in Miami are all temples to 

intoxication.  Violence also holds a prominent place in our world.  Stadiums are built to house 

events dedicated to violence.  If there is any doubt, just listen to what is being shout by the 

spectators.  “Hit him harder!”  “Make sure that pitch hits him right in the ribs!”  “No blood, no 

foul!”  Sex is so prominent that the world bypasses dedicated temples and puts it directly in the 

house.  Sex is only a click away on our computers and TV screens.  Even if you try to block it 

out, sex is used to sell most every product.  It’s clear that the world has turned its back on the 

true God so that it can chase after false ones.  The Holy Spirit judges these gods as inferior, 

destructive, and harmful.  In other words He judges these gods as false. 

 Now one might say to themselves, “Vicar, all we’ve heard about is how the world has 

turned its back on God; how is this beneficial?”  The truth is that the Holy Spirit cannot comfort 

us without first convicting us.  He convicts the world of sin so that we might recognize our sin.  
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If we do not realize our sin, then we cannot turn toward our Savior.  When confronted with our 

sin we realize just how dire our situation is.  It is at this point that the Holy Spirit will then point 

us to the solution to sin.  The Spirit points us to the cross where Jesus pays the price for sin.  By 

His own death, Jesus overcomes death.  Jesus had taken death and turned it into the portal to 

eternal life.  Our sinful nature has died with Christ and now Christ lives in us.  Because we are 

alive in Christ, we no longer have to fear disease, death, or unbelief.  The Holy Spirit reminds 

you of this every time you hear the Word of Absolution. 

 The Spirit convicts the world of its self-righteousness so that He can point us toward true 

righteousness.  He turns us from self-righteousness toward the righteousness of Christ, which is 

declared as ours.  The Spirit shows us how worldly righteousness, which doesn’t amount to 

anything, is replaced with our Lord’s righteousness.  This is how the Father can look down upon 

us and declare us a righteous people.  It is all because He sees Christ’s righteousness in us.  By 

your Baptism, you were clothed in Christ’s righteousness.  The promise from God that, indeed, 

you are His child.  That is the job of the Holy Spirit to take what belongs to Jesus and declare it 

to you. 

 The Holy Spirit judges the rulers of this world so that He can turn us toward the true 

ruler.  He shows us how inferior our false gods are and shows us how mighty He truly is.  Then 

the Sprit shows us how the true God doesn’t enslave us like the false ones.  The true God loves 

us so much that He paid the price for our freedom.  He paid with the blood of His own Son.  

Instead of intoxication, violence, and sex ruling over us, we have a God who rules over us in 

love.  Instead of being a slave to intoxication, violence, and sex, we are freed.  We are free to 

gather together in a place dedicated to the true God.  It is in this place God lovingly give us His 

gifts to us.  Here we receive His very body and blood for our forgiveness.  We can give thanks to 

our God who sits triumphantly on His throne.   


