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“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  There are two 

reactions one can have hearing these words from Christ.  The wise hear these words and they 

have a longing.  They are anxious for the Bridegroom to come and the marriage feast to begin.  

The foolish hear these words and think nothing of them.  They neglect Christ’s words and as 

such will find themselves wishing they had remained vigilant.  This is what Jesus is telling us in 

this parable for today.  Stay vigilant!  We do not know the time or day when the Bridegroom will 

appear.  Jesus is coming!  Be prepared! 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.”  For when the foolish took their 

lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.” 

 Our text for today picks up in the middle of a long conversation Jesus is having with His 

disciples.  At the beginning of the last chapter Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple in 

Jerusalem.  The disciples ask, “When will these things be, and what will be the sign of your 

coming and of the close of the age?”  For the disciples the destruction of the temple must mean 

the end of the world.  Jesus is answering the disciple's second question with the parable of the ten 

virgins.  He gives His disciples a glimpse into the reality of the Kingdom of Heaven.   

He compares it to ten virgins who took lamps and were waiting to meet the Bridegroom.  

These virgins had not just come for the marriage ceremony and were simply waiting to get into 

the party.  These virgins came with the bride, they would have been tending to her.  We see from 

the text that five of the virgins took this responsibility seriously.  They came with extra oil and 

were prepared to wait for the bridegroom.  The five foolish did not take their responsibility to the 
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bride so seriously.  They neglected to bring extra oil and were not prepared to wait for the 

Bridegroom. 

“As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.  But at midnight there was a 

cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom!  Come out to meet him.’  Then all those virgins rose and rimmed 

their lamps. 

 The wait ends up being longer than some had expected.  All the virgins fall asleep while 

attending to the bride and waiting for the Bridegroom.  At midnight the cry goes out, “Here is 

the Bridegroom come out to meet Him.”  The long-anticipated moment has come.  The 

Bridegroom appears and the marriage feast will commence.  The virgins quickly arise and trim 

their lamps preparing to meet the Bridegroom with the Bride they have been attending.   

“And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of you roil, for out lamps are going out.’  But 

the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the 

dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 

 Quickly the foolish virgins recognize their lamps are not burning as bright.  They are 

quickly running out of oil and have nothing to fill their lamps up with.  There were no 

streetlamps to light the way.  The only light shinning would be that of the wise virgins and those 

with the Bridegroom as He came to His bride.  The wise virgins and the bride would be the only 

ones the bridegroom would recognize, because they are the only ones whose faces are illumined.   

 The foolish virgins turn to the wise and ask for them to share the oil that they have.  The 

foolish have neglected to tend to their lamps and now look to the others to save them.  They will 

soon find that their wiser counterparts cannot help them.  The wise virgins know that there will 

not be enough oil for them and the foolish.  They cannot give away some of their oil because 

they will not have enough.  If they don’t have enough then the Bridegroom will be unable to 

locate His bride.  The wise have no option.  They must turn the foolish ones away.  It is beyond 
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their ability to aid these foolish virgins.  They send them away to the marketplace to obtain oil 

from a dealer. 

And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with 

him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.  Afterward the other virgins came also, saying 

‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  But he answered, “truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” 

 The foolish virgins leave and go to find more oil to light their lamps.  While they are 

gone the Bridegroom comes and meets His bride.  The whole company leave and enter into the 

wedding hall and the celebration begins.  The guest file in and the doors are shut.  Not to long 

after this though the foolish virgins return and begin to pound upon the door.  They say “Lord, 

Lord, open to us!”  They have returned only to find that they have missed entering the wedding 

hall.  They desperately plead to be let in.  “Don’t you recognize us?  We were with the bride!  

Didn’t you see our faces?  Let us in!  We belong here!”  The Lord simply responds, “I do not 

know you.”  The Lord had not seen their faces when He met His bride.  He only saw those faces 

illumined by the lamps.  He had only seen the faces of those who did not neglect their lamps or 

His bride.  These foolish virgins find themselves shut out of the feast. 

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 By telling this parable to His disciples Jesus is warning them and the church to not 

neglect what is most important.  Be on the watch, be diligent in preparation, we do not know the 

time or the day when the Bridegroom will appear.   

 The ten virgins, who are attending the bride, are the visible church.  We know the visible 

church is made up of both believers and unbelievers.  It is made up of those who cling to faith 

and those who do not.  Those five wise virgins are shown to be the truly faithful ones.  As 

Proverbs teaches us, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”  These wise 
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virgins fear the Lord.  They know their Lord will come for His bride; they do not neglect the oil 

in their lamps.   

 Oil is what sustains the light of the lamp.  Without that oil those lamps will go out.  The 

oil here is that which sustains the faith of the Christian.  Our faith is sustained by the means of 

Grace.  The light of faith was first kindled in us at our baptism.  It was sustained and nourished 

through the hearing of the word.  Through the instruction of the faith it was strengthened.  

Through confession and absolution, it was reignited.  Through the reception of Christ’s very 

body and blood it grew brighter.  Those who are wise do not neglect the oil which sustains the 

light of faith.   

 Proverbs also teach us what foolishness is.  “Fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  

The five foolish virgins were given the same lamp and oil that the wise virgins were.  The 

difference is they neglected the oil to keep that light going.  They turned away from the Means of 

Grace.  They ignored hearing the Word of God, paying attention to what entertains rather than 

sustains.  They neglected instruction in the faith thinking they had plenty of time to pick it up 

later.  They wouldn’t hear the correction of their brothers and sister and so turned from 

confession and absolution.  They turned from receiving the body and blood of Jesus and as such 

their light grew dimmer.  They neglected their baptism, and the light was eventually 

extinguished. 

 The Bridegroom is Christ.  The wait for Christ has been a long wait and soon both the 

faithful and unfaithful fall asleep.  Death is the reality of our condition as we wait for the 

bridegroom.  It will come for all of us as long as the Lord tarries.  But the cry will come out, 

sooner or later the call of the approaching Christ will come.  As Philipp Nicolai wrote in our 

hymn today, “The watchmen on the height are crying; ‘Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”  The call 
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comes out and all those who have fallen asleep will be awake.  They will hear the call and they 

will rise up from their slumber. 

 All the dead will arise when Christ returns, both the faithful and unfaithful.  For the wise, 

they will arise in triumph.  They will follow their Lord who already rose triumphant from the 

grave.  They died with their Lord through their baptism.  They were sustained in the faith 

through receiving the Word of God.  It wasn’t through their own works that their lamps remined 

lit.  It was because they were given oil in abundance from their Lord.  The Grace won for them 

on the cross by Christ, the Bridegroom, sustained the flame of faith ignited in them.  That flame 

was sustained by the Means of Grace, the oil they had in abundance.   

 The foolish will go off to look for oil in vain.  The wise follow Christ into the wedding 

hall and there they will celebrate for eternity.  As Philipp puts it, “We enter all the wedding hall 

to eat the Supper at Thy call.”  But the foolish return and attempt to enter.  They point out how 

the Lord should recognize them.  They point toward the works that they have done.  “You should 

recognize me Lord, I did all these wonderful things for you.  I did all these wonderful things for 

your church!  Surely you recognize me!”  He will look at them though and only say, “Truly, I 

say to you, I do not know you.” 

 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day or the hour.  This is the warning that 

our Lord has for us.  We should take it to heart.  Do not neglect that which sustains your faith.  

Come hear the Word of God spoken and proclaimed for you here.  Remember your baptisms 

which ignited your lamp.  Receive the body and blood of your Lord which will sustain and 

strengthen that faith.  When you do neglect your faith, confess, and hear the words of absolution.  

The Lord will ensure that your oil will never run dry.  Then, when that call awakens us from our 

sleep, we can enter into the wedding hall and eternally sing hymns of praise and joy to our Lord. 


