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Nativity Scene by Gerard Van Honthorst, 1622

A Sermon for the Nativity of Our Lord
By Pastor Danny Mackey
Editor’s Note: The following sermon was preached Christmas Day,

death and cast it into its own grave. He has come to

2020 at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind.

rescue us from this world which despises Him and

This morning our holy sanctuary is adorned
with light! Light which banishes darkness. Light
which allows us to behold the beauty of this place.
Light which emphasizes the artful carvings and

beautifully stained-glass windows and glittering
greenery and adorned altar of Christ. Light which
reveals us, one to another. All are beautiful in this
Light. All our made radiant by the Light, which is
Christ the Lord.
The Light has come. And He is the Light of men.
He has come to banish the darkness of sin from
our hearts and minds, to banish guilt and shame
from our hands and lips. He has come to battle

all who receive Him. He has come to save us from
those evil and wicked spirits that would torment us.
But no matter how much darkness is arrayed
against Him, one single flicker of light can cast it
aside. And, oh, what a Light our Lord is!
He reveals the hearts and minds of men. He exposes the unjust and corrupt, the arrogant and
haughty for all to see. He shows the devil and his
demons to be objects of scorn and pity. He banishes
the shadows of death and comforts hearts in their
grief. In His own radiant, resurrected flesh we behold the Light’s victory. The Light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome Him.
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In the Light is life. He created the heavens and the

This morning our holy sanctuary is adorned with

earth and all therein. Nothing that was made has been Light! Not the candles on the altar or along the aisles.
made without Him. He makes all things to live and

Not the twinkling of the trees. Rather, the Light which

have their being. He is the true Light, which gives

has come into the world. The Light that has taken on

light and life to everyone and everything. In the be-

human flesh and blood in the virgin’s womb and was

ginning… and God said, “Let there be light.” His is

born in Bethlehem so very long ago. That Light

the light, given to all creation.

adorns our holy sanctuary with His presence. He has

The true Light has come into the world. God took

chosen to dwell in humble bread and wine so that we

humanity into Himself, beginning at the very first mo- who receive Him are rescued from the darkness and
ments of life, beginning at conception. The angel’s
word entered through Mary’s ear and dwelt in her

given life.
Partaking of Him, we behold His glory, which is

womb, making His home among men. There He

our salvation. Partaking of Him, we ourselves are re-

grew. From a virgin’s womb He was born. Marvel, O

vealed to be fellow children of God, born anew by the

heavens and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth!

Light. And we rejoice in not just the Nativity of our

The Light’s birth was announced by angels, by

Lord, but our nativities as God’s children, who were

shepherds, by a wandering star, and by ancient

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of

prophets. All bore witness about the Light, that all

the will of man, but of God. Born by the will of the

might believe in the Light. Because the Light is the

Father, who sent His only Son, to be our Light.

very light of men. Humanity’s salvation from the

We have beheld the Light. He is glorious, full of

darkness of sin, of the world, of death, and of the dev- grace and favor, overflowing with truth and rightil. We ourselves, individually or collectively, cannot

eousness. His Light shines upon us, healing us with

overcome the darkness. We all know this to be true.

His rays. All are beautiful in this Light. All our made

But the Light can. The Light has come. And He is the

radiant by the Light, which is Christ the Lord. The

Light of men.

Light has come. And He is the Light of men. †

A Note from Pastor Mackey
Brenda and I have a tradition of opening all
our Christmas cards at once. We watch the pile
of cards and well wishes grow for a few weeks.
Then we sit down and read them all at once. It
is a joy for us. What are some of your unique
traditions and ways of doing things? That’s just
one of ours.
As we were reading the Christmas cards,
Brends said to me, “We’ve got some pretty
amazing people at Grace.” We do! Brenda and I
are thankful for you and all that you do to care
for us. W thank God for your love of Him and
His Son, Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate
this time each year. We thank God for all each
of you does for our congregation. This year has-

n’t been easy, but we are thankful that we have
one another...that we share the same faith and
are given the same hope in Christ.
Martin Luther, in his Smalcald Articles, says
that our fellowship is one of the means of grace.
He calls it the “mutual conversation and consolation of the brethren.” It’s right up there with
the preaching of the Gospel, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper. Our coming together and sharing the same faith is a
great and profound gift to us. God gives us one
another to care for and comfort one another
with His very Word.
Thank you for your cards and generosity
this Christmas season. “We’ve got some pretty
amazing people at Grace.” We do indeed. †
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God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
By Vicar Matthew Christian

I have been a father now for nearly 10 months.

Thanks be to God that He has provided such a

Sure, Abigail was only born in December, but she

sacrament to rescue us from sin, death and the devil

was already there through those months of anticipa-

even at such a young age. Many in the church have

tion and preparation. We cared for her and loved

no memory of their own Baptism, even as they have

her already. God already cared for and loved her

no memory of their birth. I certainly don’t remem-

too. We already brought her to hear God’s Word

ber my Baptism when I was nine days old! But the

and join us in every service even though her voice

gift that is Baptism and the gift of faith are revealed

was not added to the congregations singing. She al-

that much more clearly when a tiny baby with noth-

ready learned our voices and who we are to her.

ing to offer receives everything that is needed.

Months passed of knowing her and yet not getting

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me and

to hold her or see her or hear her.

do not hinder them, for to such belongs the king-

Months of waiting finally came to an end. We

dom of heaven’” (Mt 19:14).

finally get to hold, see, and hear her. We get to

Baptism is central to the life of a Christian. As

know her in a whole new way and
experience so many new things together as a family. As much as it
has all changed, so much has stayed
the same. She still depends on us to
care for her. She can voice her needs

adopted sons and daughters of our

“You have received the

heavenly Father, we return again and

Spirit of adoption as

again to that moment that so many of

sons, by whom we cry,
‘Abba! Father!’”

now, or rather voice that there is a

(Rm 8:15).

us can’t even remember. We remember
that moment with each sign of the cross
placed upon us during Divine Service.

We pass the font on our way to receive

need that we need to figure out. But

the Lord’s Supper. We pray, “Our Fa-

beyond that, she has no ability to

ther,” through our Baptismal identity as

care for herself. She is completely dependent on us.

we were joined to Christ. “You have received the

She is completely dependent on our love for her.

Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba!

Abigail was born on December 10, 2020. It was a
day that I will never forget, but nine days later came

Father!’” (Rm 8:15).
We are all children of God. We still look to our

an equally important date. December 19, 2020, so

Father to care for us and love us. We were saved

soon after her birth, we brought her to her rebirth in

through the forgiving flood of Baptism. “Baptism,

Holy Baptism. Still totally dependent, she was

which corresponds to this [the preservation of No-

washed not just with plain water, but water

ah’s family and the flood], now saves you, not as a

“included in God’s command and combined with

removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to

God’s word” (Luther’s Small Catechism). It is such a

God for a good conscience, through the resurrection

simple thing. It seems so unnecessary. Such a sweet,

of Jesus Christ” (1Pt 3:21). Abigail won’t remember

innocent little girl shouldn’t need this washing away

the day of her Baptism any better than I remember

of sins. She shouldn’t need a rebirth so soon after

mine, but she will grow in the grace and knowledge

taking her first breath. But the reality goes beyond

of her Savior Jesus Christ. May God bless and keep

human reasoning. We know that we are all born in-

all of us in our Baptismal grace.

to sin.
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God Enlarges His Family
On December 10, 2020 at 2:12 p.m. Abigail
Lynn Christian was born at Ball Memorial Hospital. She is the daughter of Vicar Matthew and
Moriah Christian. She weighed 6 lbs., 11 oz.
and was 21.5 inches long. On Saturday, December 19, 2020, Abigail received Holy Baptism
and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Her grandfather,
Pastor Douglas Christian of St. John, Monroeville, Indiana baptized her at Grace. Along with
her parents, she is a member of St. John, Monroeville. We welcome Abigail as our sister in
Christ, a child of God, and a fellow heir of all
the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church! Congratulations to
her parents, our Vicar and Moriah.

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Jack Elsesser, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, and
Debby Taylor

†

Health and strength: Austin Brammer, Cole Cavanaugh, Jerry Cook, Dean Dwiggins, Jack Elsesser,
Pat Hokenson, J. D. Howard, Maryann Huffman, David Kyler, Reece Mann, Bethany Myers, Jim
Potter, Logan Scheiwe, Jim Smith, Dave Stout, and Debby Taylor

†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe, Tresa Wildman

†

Comfort : The family of Carol Potter

†

Armed Forces: Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden Parsons, and
Sam Wehmueller

†

Thanksgivings and praise: Birth and Baptism of Abigail Lynn Christian, daughter of Matthew and
Moriah Christian; Julie Irven Harper receiving the news she is cancer free; Matthew Bowdell
graduating his Combat Medic training school and returning home; the Hughes family announcing
they are expecting their first grandchild in 2021; Pastor Mackey recovering from COVID-19 with no
complications; being able to end the year with Grace remaining open.
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Clothe a Child 2020
Clothe a Child looked a little different
this year for Grace due to COVID-19; however, we were still able to clothe 10 children. Packages were delivered on December 15 and the children also received a
book donated by our Ladies Aid.
Thank you to all who donated,
shopped, and delivered the packages for
these children.

Right: Robyn Clamme’s car loaded up
with gifts for Clothe a Child.

MOST Silent Auction and
Chili Cook-off
In December the MOST Mission Team held a silent
auction and with the help of our members donating
gifts and baskets they put together, they were able to
raise over $600 from this event. We had a variety of bas-

kets put together from homemade items and crafts as
well as fun snack baskets or decor items. We would like
to thank all those who participated and made this possible. Thank you for donating items, money, bidding on
items, and purchasing the items, we couldn't have
raised this much without your help.
Sunday January 17th will be the next fundraising
event held by the Mission Team. They will be holding a
“Chili Cook-off” after second service.
Entry fee for the “Master Chili Makers” wishing to

enter the contest will be $10 which includes: a bowl of
chili of your choice and a chance to win the covenant
“Gold Ladle” award. If you would like to have a bowl
of chili of your choice the cost will be $5 and will be
available to eat in or “grab and go”.
Above: Gold Ladle made by Marvin Addison during a
cook-off for the “Relay for Life” team.

Pots of chili or crock pots of chili can be left on Saturday in the refrigerator with cooking instructions or
brought to church on the 17th.
All fundraising will help with the expenses for the Mission trip in July 2021 to Belize.
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Bowdell Baby Shower
As you all know, our wonderful secretary and her family are expecting their new little
girl very soon! We would like to help them out by hosting a baby shower.
Kelli, Matthew and the boys are so excited for Baby Carol’s arrival.

We will be gathering (Social Distancing and Masks please) on Saturday, Jan. 16th at
2:00pm in our parish hall.
Kelli and Matthew Bowdell are registered at Target. (tgt.gifts/babyCarolAnn)
We would love to have you join us celebrate the new little member of Grace!
Please RSVP to:
Carol Koss 765-212-6612

Ann Willmann 765-499-0382
or
Melissa Myers 260-251-8650
Thanks so much! We look forward to seeing you on the 16th!!
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Announcements
Pantry Needs
We are in need of: paper products, bar soap,

Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need

dish soap, cereal, boxed potatoes, peanut butter,

pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure

jelly, pancake mix, syrup, Jell-O, pork and beans,

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

canned veggies, canned fruit, spaghetti, and pasta

a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,

sauce. Thank you for all your donations.

or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what

Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with our
Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to
collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to
MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There will
be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the
purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses
and sunglasses may help a third-world country
adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.
When they come for testing and fitting, they will
hear the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult or children glasses and
sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses are
acceptable. MOST requests that they not be broken.
The collection will continue to run through the
mission team trip next year.

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will not be meeting the month
of January.

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to
schedule these.

Altar Flower Chart
The Altar Flower chart is ready to be filled in. If
you would like to purchase the altar flowers to
celebrate, in honor of something, or just to beautify
our altar any Sunday, please select the Sunday that
you would like to purchase write your name and
what we are celebrating. If you will not be
attending church in person soon, feel free to call
Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the
church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be
happy to put your name on the chart. If you would

like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the
shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a
“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.
The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.
If you would prefer only to purchase one bouquet,
please put a “1” beside your name on the line;
otherwise, it will be for both.

Mighty Mites
Thank you for bringing your mites to church. In
2020, we collected $350.77 to contribute to the
LWML. Many of us have not been accumulating
coins during this unusual year, so this is truly a
great contribution. If you are not bringing coins
you might want to drop a $1 bill into the mite box
when you come to church. All contributions are
greatly appreciated.
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

1/1

David Heinkel

1/1

Carol Doctor

Rob Myers

1/1

Lori Foist

1/3

Owen Crone

1/1

Jane Harman

1/9

Debbie Roberts

1/1

Darren Hindsley

1/10

John Bowdell

1/1

Sandy Love

1/12

Jennifer Hill

1/1

Amy Miller

1/13

Shauna Hidy

1/6

Rob Myers

Todd Walker

1/6

Melissa Myers

1/17

John Harman

1/6

Jordan Myers

1/19

Boston Parks

1/6

Austin Myers

1/20

Roger Doctor

1/6

Zach Myers

Janet Walker

1/8

Ruth Bergman

1/21

Carol Doctor

1/9

Danny Mackey

1/22

Mitchell Bowdell

1/16

Linda Overfield

1/23

Ann Ludwig

1/16

Emilee Smith

Brian Ludwig

1/17

Zach Overfield

1/24

Becky Levihn

1/22

John Bowdell

1/27

Alayna Homann

1/26

Paul Kaden

1/28

Lucas Overfield

1/27

Mike Mark

1/28

Debbie Roberts

1/29

Jerry Cook

1/31

Mitchell Bowdell

Wedding Anniversaries
1/4

Matthew and Moriah Christian, celebrating 1 year of marriage

1/4

Rob and Melissa Myers, celebrating 29 years of marriage
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11

Mon

8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

31 Septuagesima

24

Transfiguration of Our Lord
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

17 Second

7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study (virtual)

28

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study

20

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Svc
Confessions Study
27

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Svc
Confessions Study

19

8:30 a.m. Matins

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9-3
Friday 9-12
Closed Friday, 1/1/21, New Year’s Day

26 St. Titus, Pastor
Conversion of St.
and Confessor
Paul
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:00 p.m. Elders meeting
7:10 p.m. Choir
25 The

21

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study

14

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Svc
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

13

1 Circumcision

Fri

29

22

15

8:30 a.m. Matins and Name of
Jesus
7:00 p.m.
8
College Bible
Study

7

Thurs

12

of Our Lord
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Svc
Confessions Study
6 Epiphany

Wed

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 .p.m. Choir

8:30 a.m. Matins

5

Tues

11

Sunday after Epiphany 18 Confession of St. Peter
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
6:15 p.m. Handbells
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
7:10 p.m. Choir
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First Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Planning Council

3

Second Sunday after Christmas 4 8:30 a.m. Matins
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
6:15 p.m. Handbells
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
7:10 p.m. Choir
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Sun

January 2021

30

23

16

9

2

Sat

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - January 2021
January 3 – Second Sunday after Christmas
*Epiphany of Our Lord Observed
Psalm 72:1-11; Isiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-2
“Your Light Has Come!” - Sermon Text: Is 60:1-6
Rev. William Mueller
Centuries before the magi brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh, the prophet Isaiah prophesied nations would come from afar to worship this Light.
This Light – Jesus Christ – shines upon us as well.
Royalty and peasants alike receive and rejoice in this
Light!
January 10 – First Sunday after Epiphany
*Baptism of Our Lord Observed
Psalm 29; Romans 6:1-11; Mark 1:4-11
“Our Servant King” - Sermon Text: Mk 1:11
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Jesus Christ is both our Lord and our Savior. As
Our Servant King, He reveals God as commanding
enough to be our Sovereign while caring enough to
be our Servant.
January 17 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 139:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:18-20; John 1:43-51
“Your Connection to Heaven”- Sermon Text: Jn 1:51

Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
We tend to think of heaven as far removed from
this earth, as a place we will go to someday. Indeed,
we are not yet in heaven, but we are right now joined
to heaven. How is this so, and what does this mean
for us here on earth?
January 24 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 62; Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Mark 1:14-20
“God’s Call” - Sermon Text: Jonah 3:10
Rev. Thomas Eggold
God’s call cannot be ignored. Through the call of
His gracious Word, He puts our sinful nature to
death, so that He can raise us to new life. And that is
what the story of Jonah is all about.
January 31 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Mark 1:21-28
“Authority of God” - Sermon Text: Dt 18:15
Rev. Shayne Jonker
Jesus Christ is Lord, the Holy One of God, and He
says you are forgiven and Holy and justified. And
that’s a Word you can count on. That’s a Word you
can die with. That’s a Word with the authority of
God.
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