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Life in View of the Crucifixion
By Vicar Matthew Christian

Holy Week is central focus of the Church Year.

with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just

It celebrates the victory of Christ over sin, death,

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of

and the devil. It is also a time of solemn contempla-

the Father, we too might walk in newness of

tion as we remember the price that was paid to re-

life” (Rm 6:3–4). Baptism fully joins us to Christ (Gal

deem us. Christ’s death on the cross is the moment

3:27). And in our baptisms, God has called us to be

of unexpected victory for the Church. It is the ulti-

conformed to the image of His Son (Rm 8:29).

mate love of God shown to all people, that He

The Christian is not promised a life free from

should give His Son

any pain or sorrow.

over to death so that

In fact, quite the op-

we might not die

posite is proclaimed

eternally. St. Paul

to us. St. Peter warns,

proclaims this mes-

“Beloved, do not be

sage to the Corinthi-

surprised at the fiery

ans, “For I decided to

trial when it comes

know nothing among

upon you to test you

you except Jesus

as though something

Christ and Him cru-

strange were hap-

cified... so that your

pening to you. But

faith might not rest in

rejoice insofar as you

the wisdom of men

share in Christ’s

but in the power of

sufferings, that you

God” (1Co 2:2, 5).

may also rejoice and

Christ crucified

be glad when His

means hope and sal-

glory is re-

vation for the Chris-

vealed” (1Pt 4:12–13).

tian. We live in view

Though we are test-

of the crucifixion,

ed, God sustains us

keeping our eyes

in faith. Though we

fixed on the source of

face death in this

eternal salvation.

world, we follow af-

The life of a
Christian is shaped

ter Christ at His
The Death of Jesus, by James Tissot 1886-1894

by the life of Christ.

command, “If anyone would come af-

This especially means the cross and His death. We

ter me, let him deny himself and take up his cross

die with Him in order that we might also live with

and follow me. For whoever would save his life will

Him. St. Paul writes, “Do you not know that all of

lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will

us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were

find it” (Mt 16:24–25). Paul Gerhard’s hymn, “Upon

baptized into His death? We were buried therefore

the Cross Extended,” recognizes the place that the
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cross has in the life of a Christian. “Your cross I

and be called sons of God. And our reward is great

place before me; Its saving pow’r restore me, Sustain

in heaven. This reward is not on account of our own

me in the test. It will, when life is ending, Be guiding

merit. It comes through the grace of God on behalf

and attending My way to Your eternal rest” (LSB

of His Son who died and rose again for us.

453:7).

As we endure the troubles of this world, we can

Recently, we went
through the beatitudes (Mt

rejoice in the hope of the glo-

5:2–12) in the Sunday morn-

“Your cross I place before me;

ing Bible class. This list of

Its saving pow’r restore me,

blessings includes many examples of what the Christian

Sustain me in the test.

life is like. Believers are poor

It will, when life is ending,

in spirit. We mourn. We are
meek and hungry and thirsty
for righteousness. We are

Be guiding and attending
My way to Your eternal rest”

merciful, pure in heart, and
peacemakers. We are perse-

(LSB 453:7).

cuted for righteousness’ sake

ry to come. Glory that we
begin to see and understand,
but that will fully come on
the Last Day. “For now we
see in a mirror dimly, but

then face to face” (1Co 13:12).
And so, we look to the cross
of Christ. We use this image
and message to show the
power and wisdom of our
God. “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to

and reviled on Christ’s account. We are all of these

Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are

things because Christ is all of these things. These are

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of

not a list of commands of what we should make our

God and the wisdom of God” (1Co 1:24). We cling to

life. They are promises that these things will come

the promises of God and the life that comes through

on Christ’s account. And through all of these, we

His death and resurrection. “For I consider that the

receive blessing from the Lord. We receive His king-

sufferings of this present time are not worth com-

dom. We are comforted. We shall inherit the earth

paring with the glory that is to be revealed to

and be satisfied. We receive mercy, we shall see God

us” (Rm 8:18).†
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Life in View of the Resurrection
By Pastor Danny Mackey

The Resurrection of Our Lord is the holiest of all

tion doesn’t have real and meaningful impact on

days. It is the oldest of the Church’s feasts and festi-

what we think or how we live, then are we with

vals. All churches on earth remember and confess

Paul and the other saints, or are we with the world?

what Jesus accomplished by rising from the dead.

Christ’s resurrection means everything. In the

After all, Christ is the

resurrection, we have

only person to rise and

hope. In the resurrec-

never to die again.

tion, we are comfort-

Easter gives us great

ed. In the resurrection,

cause to celebrate.

we are made free to

And we join our voices

live in faith toward

together in singing of

God and in fervent

the feast of victory for

love toward one an-

our God (LSB 155).

other.

Christ has defeated sin

Christ’s resurrec-

and the grave (1Pt

tion comforts us in the

2:24; 2Tm 1:10).

face of death. Since

But what does

Christ has been raised,

Christ’s resurrection

we know that we too

mean for our lives?

shall be raised (Rm 6:3

Does it affect our

-5). This comforts us

lives? Does it change

when we face our

our priorities? Does it

deaths and the deaths

influence our emotions

of those we love.

or alter our attitudes?

When we lie on our

Or does Christ’s resur-

deathbed, Christ’s res-

rection have little or

urrection promises us

no impact on how we

that death is but a gate

live? If we didn’t be-

to life immortal (LSB

lieve that Jesus was

490:5). And when we

raised, would any-

grieve, we do not

thing change in the

The Resurrection, by James Tissot 1886-1894

way we live?
The Scriptures tell us that Christ’s resurrection
has significant impact on how we are to be regarded
if our Lord’s resurrection hadn’t occurred. St. Paul

grieve without hope
(1Th 4:13). Instead, our

grief is mixed with hope. Hope in the resurrection
and a blessed reunion.
But Christ’s resurrection isn’t only for our last

writes that if Christ was not raised, then we are still

hour. St. Paul speaks of our lives and the need for

in our sin and that Christians are the most pitiable

self-control and discipline. “Do you not know that

of all people (1Co 15:12-19). But if Christ’s resurrec-

in a race all the runners run, but only one receives
5

the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete think according to this great truth of the resurrection
exercises self-control in all things. They do it to re-

of our Lord. We live to serve others, knowing our in-

ceive a perishable wreath, but we an imperisha-

heritance in eternal life is secure. We don’t live in last-

ble” (1Co 9:24-25). That imperisha-

ing fear and anxiety. Rather, we

ble wreath is the crown of life, that

“This is the feast of

are constantly comforted by

is, life eternal come in the resur-

victory for our God.

Christ’s promises—because our

couraged by Christ’s resurrection

Alleluia, alleluia,

we seek the holy things of heaven:

and His promises of our own on

alleluia.”

the preaching of God’s Word, the

rection. We are motivated and en-

the Last Day. We are encouraged
to live lives pleasing to Him and to

(LSB 155)

future is certain (cf. 1Jn 4:18). And

gift of Holy Baptism, the forgiveness of our sins, the feasting

the benefit of our neighbor. And

on Christ’s body and blood, and

when faced with hardship, we do

the mutual consolation of our fel-

not balk at it but gladly suffer because we know the

low Christians. We trust that they will strengthen us

goal after which we strive.

and preserve us unto eternal life (cf. Mt 6:33).

Because our goal is not this life or the stuff of this

Let us ever live in view of the resurrection—

life. Rather, our goal is the resurrection to eternal life

Christ’s on Easter and our own come the Last Day.

(cf. Mt 6:20). That is where our view is to ever be di-

And having such a view, let us be free to live in faith

rected. That means we strive to live and feel and

toward God and in fervent love toward one another.†

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You
may directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request.
Please keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, and Debby
Taylor

†

Health and strength: Carol Bobb, Cole Cavanaugh, Lorraine Deeg, Jack Elsesser, J. D. Howard, Bob
Hughes, David Kyler, Reece Mann, Sandy McMillan, Bethany Myers, Kim Oliphant, Logan Scheiwe,
Jim Smith, Dave Stout, Chris and Lori Thorneycroft, Walt Todd, and Barbara Ann Trent

†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe

†

Armed Forces: Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden Parsons, and
Sam Wehmueller

†

Thanksgivings and praise: God healing John Harman,; the birth of Jakson Christopher Parks, son of
Gary, Jr. and Alex Parks; We thank God for all the blessings bestowed on Jack Elsesser during his
earthly life, especially for bringing him into the one true faith, preserving him with His gifts, and
granting him a blessed death; being able to have Lee Kerkhoff join us in service again; the Paul family
announcing they are expecting their second child; God healing Carol Bowdell’s heart.

6

This Lent We Are Called to Return to the Lord
Throughout the 40 days of Lent, we will hear the call to “Return to the
Lord.” Because of our sin, we are constantly called to turn away from wrong
we do and to return to our God and Lord. Also, because of the struggles this
past year and because of our neglecting care for our souls, God tenderly invites us to return to Him. In Christ, He promises to forgive our wrongdoings
and to renew our souls.
During this Lent and Holy Week, hear how the call to “Return to the
Lord” is practically applied to us. Hear how Christ paves the way for us to
turn away from sin and to repent. Hear how we continually can come back to

Lent and Holy Week 2021
February 17—April 4

One who is “gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love” (Joel 2:13).

Holy Thursday, April 1:
Return to the Table
Mk 14:12-26
Good Friday, April 2:
Return to the Truth
Jn 19:1-16

Return
Lord
to the

Easter Vigil, April 3:
Return to the Church
Jn 19:28-37
Easter Sunday, April 4:
Return and See
Mt 28:1-10

Grace Evangelical
Lutheran Church

All services (excepting Easter Sunday) will be at 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday services will be at 6:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Muncie, Indiana
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MOST Mission Trip Fundraiser
The Hog raffle was a huge success. Thank you to
the Price family who donated a whole hog, which
means we were able to have 2 winners for the half a
hog. The Mission team was able to raise $900 to go towards their trip to Belize this Summer.
The fundraiser for the month of April will be a free
will offering accepted at the Easter Breakfast. Join us at
8:15 a.m., as the Mission team hosts a carry-in style
breakfast in the Parish hall after Sunrise service on
Easter.
The voter’s assembly will also have a special meeting on April 11 to discuss helping with the fundraising,
as we get closer to them leaving for their trip.

Receptionist Window Progress
John Pape has been working extra hard this month on completing my receptionist window. This will open up the office and be
a much more welcoming entrance. He made and relocated new
mailboxes for the boards and staff, added electrical outlets and

proceeded to measure and plan everything out. With the help of
Marvin Addison, Glenn Branscome, Ross Boyd, and Dave Heinkel, it is so close to being finished. Thanks to my husband for
coming up with the idea and John for making it happen! I am so
excited and thankful for all the hard work everyone put in to
complete this.
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Announcements
Pantry Needs
We are in need of paper products, bar soap, dish

beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the
Sunday that you would like to purchase write your

soap, laundry soap, canned fruit, spaghetti. Thank

name and what we are celebrating. If you will not

you for all your donations.

be attending church in person soon, feel free to call

Eyeglasses Collection

Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the

The Mission Board, in conjunction with our

church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be

Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to

happy to put your name on the chart. If you would

collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to

like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the

MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There will

shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a

be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the purpose

“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.

of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses and

The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.

sunglasses may help a third-world-country adult to

Mission Sunday

secure a job or a child to succeed in school. When

Carry- in will follow after second service on

they come for testing and fitting, they will hear the

April 25. Meat and drinks will be provided by the

Gospel while they are there.

Mission Board. Please bring 1-2 dishes and

You may put used adult or children glasses and

tableware. Students are encouraged to come to

sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses are

church, Sunday school and dinner. (Students will

acceptable. MOST requests that they not be broken.

not need to bring food or tableware.)

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will resume meeting for the
month of February on Monday March 8 and
Monday, March 22 at 1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting

Our speaker, Brady Garganious will be
speaking to us during Sunday school and briefly
after our dinner.
Brady is the Spiritual Life Leader at Lutheran

or want to learn some of the talents our ladies of

Child and Family Services in Indianapolis. This

Grace have, come join them in the Parish Hall.

organization began in 1883 as an orphanage. Now it

Pastoral Care

primarily known as a residential treatment facility

During these strange times you still need

for children and youth ages 8-18 and is a

pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure

Recognized Service Organization (RSO). Brady is a

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

roistered Director of Christian Education of LCMS.

a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,

Prior to serving at LCFS, he taught religion at the

or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what

Luther High School in Baltimore, MD. His first call

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to

was to Good Shepherd Lutheran in Healdsburg,

schedule these.

CA. Brady is married and has four children and

Mighty Mites

lives in New Palestine and attends Zion Lutheran

Mite boxes available in the back of the
sanctuary. All contributions are greatly

Church.
We hope to have a good gathering of fellow

appreciated.

worshipers on that day and we look forward to

Altar Flower Chart

seeing you there.

If you would like to purchase the altar flowers
to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to
9

Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

4/1

Britteny Price

4/1

Eli Coleman

4/9

4/2

Randy Willmann

4/1

Tresa Wildman

4/3

Jane Harman

4/2

Randy Willmann

Devon Hill

4/3

John Pape

Kelli Bowdell

4/4

Clint Gibbs

Gary Parks Jr.

4/6

Judy McCoy

4/4
4/5

Doug Branscome

4/7

Nancy Crowe

4/7

Margaret Hall

4/8

Ann Willmann

4/8

Danica Foist

4/14

Mary Karner

4/15

Steve Anderson

4/16

Debbie Haddock
Emmy Taylor

Andrew Monroe

Kyle Price

4/12

Devon Hill
Norm Stalbaum

4/14

Lacey Gibbs

4/17

Marvin Addison

Dawn Smith

4/18

Viveka Melo

4/15

Britteny Price

4/20

Travis Overfield

4/17

Henry Miller

4/25

Rebecca Crowe

4/19

Emily Nickels

4/26

Christina Hill

4/21

Vicki Boyd

Cory Hill

Shirley and William Berger, celebrating
62 years

4/16

Jeff and Lenore Crone, celebrating 27

years

Additional Celebrations
4/14

Kelli’s 1-year anniversary as Pastor’s

Secretary
4/26

Vicarage and Deaconess Internship As-

signment Service at CTSFW
4/27

Candidate Call Service at CTSFW

(Brian Homann)

Jakson Christopher Parks
Jakson Christopher Parks, son of Gary Jr.

Mary Painter

and Alex Parks was born at 12:48 a.m. on

4/26

Jim McCoy

4/22

Holly Bryant

March 9th. He weighed 7 lbs 6oz and meas-

4/28

Linda Cook

4/24

Doug Branscome

ured 19.5 inches long. We are so excited to

4/29

Zach Myers

4/28

Hayden Parsons

meet him and a big congratulations to the

Larry Temple

Parks family adding another boy.
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25 Fourth

Sunday of Easter
Mission Sunday
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

18

Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

11 Second

Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Voters
Assembly
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

4

The Resurrection of Our
Lord
7:15 a.m. Divine Service
8:15 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

Sun

Tues

28

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Midweek Svc
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m.
Matins

27

8:30 a.m.
Matins
Call Night
CTSFW

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

26

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:00 p.m. Elders meeting
7:10 p.m. Choir

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Midweek Svc
Confessions Study

21

20

19

14

29

8:30 a.m. Matins
9:00 a.m. Const
Com meeting
7:00 p.m. Bible
Study-LCMSU

22

Pastor & Vicar out
of the office

7:00 p.m. Bible
Study-LCMSU

15

8:30 a.m. Matins
9:00 a.m. Const
Com meeting
7:00 p.m. Bible
Study-LCMSU

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Midweek Svc
Confessions Study

1 Holy

8

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Midweek Svc
Confessions Study

13

Fri

30

23

16

9

2 Good
Thursday
Friday
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Maundy 7:00 p.m.
Good
Thursday
Friday

Thurs

7

Wed

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

12

8:30 a.m.
Matins

Office Closed

Vicar off

6

5

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Closed Monday, 4/5

Mon

April 2021

24

17

10

Saturday
7:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil

3 Holy

Sat

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - March 2021
April 4 – Easter Sunday
Ps 16; Is 25:6-9; Mk 16:1-8
“Life on the Mountain” - Sermon Text: Is 25:6-9
Rev. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Allelluia! Let
us be glad and rejoice in His salvation on this glorious Easter! He takes us from the valley of the shadow of death and gives us Life on the Mountain where
death is swallowed up forever and tears are wiped
away from all faces.
April 11 – Second Sunday of Easter
Ps 148:1-2, 1Jn 2:1-2; Jn20: 19-31
“That You May Believe” - Sermon Text: Jn 20:30-31
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
The Apostle John wrote his Gospel for this purpose: that you may believe. Two questions arise. Believe what? Why Believe?

April 18 – Third Sunday of Easter
Ps 4; 1Jn 3:1-7; Lk 24:36-49
“The Job of the Church”- Sermon Text: Lk 24:47
Rev. Thomas Eggold
Because of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. This is
why Jesus came, and sharing this message is precisely the job He has given to his church.
April 25 – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Ps 23; Ac 4:1-12; Jn 10:11-18
“The Good Shepherd” - Sermon Text: Jn 10:11
Rev. Shayne Jonker
“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep. ”The Good Shepherd, Jesus, has gone ahead of you through suffering
and death to resurrection, life, and glory. Your Shepherd lives, and in Him, you live too. The grave
couldn’t hold Him, and it can’t hold you either.
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