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LCMS.org Free to be faithful.

God Bless America
By Pastor Danny Mackey

“Land that I love,” continues the song. It’s a

ancestors came from England via Holland in order

song of pride for our nation, but it’s also a song of

to worship Christ as determined by their conscienc-

supplication. We’re praying for God to look with

es. We fought against tyranny and unjust rule. We

favor upon our nation and to make it

drafted our Constitution “to form a

a place of prosperity and peace. A

The forces of spiritual

more perfect Union”—one of the great-

nation where we can live quiet and

darkness have not yet

est political documents of human histo-

godly lives. The United States of

overcome this land

America is an amazing endeavor of

slavery in this country. While many in

that I love. For that I

the world, including Europe, sought to

give God all the glory

spread their domains, America sought

Western Civilization, and God has
truly blessed us.

ry. We fought a bitter Civil War to end

That’s why the devil and the
world—we’re talking about the spir-

and all the praise.

not to conquer but to free people to
govern themselves. We sacrificed the

itual forces of evil here (Eph 6:12)—want to corrupt

blood of our young men in war after war so that

and pervert our country. And they’ve been making

others might have freedom. The world is a better

a pretty strong go of it! Our country and its history

place because of many of America’s efforts.

are filled with sin and disappointment. But that’s

The forces of spiritual darkness have not yet

the nature of all nations because all nations are

overcome this land that I love. For that I give God

made up of sinful people. Just look at ancient Israel,

all the glory and all the praise.

as recorded for us in the Old Testament.
But our country and its history are filled with
much that is good and praiseworthy. Some of my

As children in our schools—both parochial and
public—many of us were taught to be good citizens.
We even had a grade for citizenship on our report
3

cards back in the ‘80s. I don’t know if that’s a thing

who are sent by him to punish those who do

anymore; but I think it’s an excellent thing. We were

wrong and to commend those who do right (1Pt

graded on our participation, effort, and dependabil-

2:13–14).

ity in the classroom, in school events, and in our

As Christians, it’s our duty to pray for the Unit-

attitudes toward the school and community. On our

ed States of America and her leaders. Also, for Indi-

willingness to fulfill those duties and expectations

ana and Delaware County and Muncie—and all

that we ought to do as members of society. I don’t

their leaders. This is for their benefit and to the glo-

know if we’re doing it anymore because so many in

ry of God. When we do so, we are keeping the

our society seem to have never learned what it

Fourth Commandment—“Honor your father and

means to be a good citizen. How to value both the

your mother”—by holding those God-appointed

good and the common good.

authorities as higher than us. They need our pray-

Do we truly love this land, this nation, these
United States of America? This isn’t a rhetorical

ers, too. Certainly, they have greater responsibility
than many of us.

question I’m asking. Rather, I’m

Our heavenly Father has promised

Our heavenly Father has

to hear those prayers. For the sake of

of this great nation the Lord has

promised to hear those

Christ—and for His sake alone—the

provided us. Because the nation

prayers. For the sake of

Father’s ear is tuned into us. He is

asking for us to reflect on our love

isn’t failing its people—it isn’t
failing us. The struggle is for us—

Christ––and for His sake

ready to provide for our needs, both
civil and spiritual.

for us not to fail our country and

alone––the Father’s ear is

Our nation is in a spiritual battle.

our fellow Americans. As Presi-

tuned into us. He is ready

Many even talk about the “soul of

dent Kennedy said in his Inaugu-

to provide for our needs,

the nation.” The devil and the world

ral address, “Ask not what your
country can do for you; ask what

both civil and spiritual.

you can do for your country.”

want that soul to be turned away
from God. Turned from God and
turned to false gods like Marxism,

Dr. Luther, in his Small Catechism, gives us

where we can be the saviors. To wicked ideas like

guidance from God’s Word about the duties of citi-

the embrace of homosexuality, which God tells us

zens. Here are just three passages Luther cites:

will destroy a person both physically and spiritually

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers,

(Rm 1). To confusing lust with love, inevitably

intercession and thanksgiving be made for eve-

breaking hearts and homes. To reliance on human

ryone—for kings and all those in authority, that

inventions like social technology and screens, where

we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godli-

children are no longer raised by fathers and moth-

ness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God

ers, and the human touch is not just unusual but

our Savior (1Tm 2:1–3).

actually feared. To divisions like racism, which was

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and

once relegated to the dark corners of society’s cellar

authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do

of discarded ideas but is now more popular than the

whatever is good (Ti 3:1).

athletes who promote it.

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every

This is the spiritual battle of our country. It’s a

authority instituted among men: whether to the

culture war, for certain. But culture in the proper

king, as the supreme authority, or to governors,

sense, that is, in the sense of “cult,” “cultivate,” or
4

“worship.” What customs and arts and conventions

our sin and that which seeks to turn us away from

are going to govern our society? It used to be those of God? Will we turn to Him in prayer, praying for our
Western Civilization, which is firmly rooted in Chris-

leaders and for those many who cannot pray for

tianity and the wisdom of the Scriptures. Indeed,

themselves? Will we stand before others, facing

when one attacks Western Civilization, he’s primarily shame and mockery, in order to give witness about
attacking Christianity. The devil and the world care

Christ? He alone can heal the soul of our nation—He

not a lick about those things not of Christ. The spiritu- is the Savior of the Nations, after all. Therefore, as
al battle is always against Him and His Word.
So, I guess the “soul of the nation” is at stake. Do
we truly love this land that the Lord has given us?
Will we continue to be a nation that values both the

good and the common good? Will we acknowledge

Christians and as citizens of this great country, we are
given to honor our leaders, to submit to them, and to
pray for them.
Perhaps the Lord will leave us a blessing and bless

America.†

Religious Liberty: Free to be Faithful
As Lutheran Christians, we maintain a dual citizenship in two kingdoms: one spiritual and the other earthly.
But living out the Christian faith in witness and mercy while honoring the governments and rulers set in
place can sometimes be tricky business. What happens when the government promotes lifestyles that are
contrary to the Word of God? How does a Christian respond when it intrudes into the realm of the Church?
To read more on this and other topics go to www.lcms.org/social-issues/free-to-be-faithful
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Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, and Debby Taylor

†

Health: Shirley Berger, Jerry Cook, Lorraine Deeg, Ronnell Deeg, Rita Graft,
Debbie Haddock, J. D. Howard, Bob Hughes, David Kyler, Ginny Lazar, Reece Mann, Kim Oliphant,
John Price, Angie Proud, Rodney Schadler, Logan Scheiwe, Jim Smith, Dave Stout, and Janet Walker

†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe

†

Armed Forces: Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., and Hayden Parsons

†

Thanksgivings and praise: For our freedoms in this great country; For Vicar Christian’s service to
Grace and a successful year of vicarage; Brian Homann’s Ordination on 6/27; for a successful and
enjoyable vacation bible school this past week; for Rev. Kearney preaching and teaching so Pastor
Mackey can attend Brian Homann’s Ordination; for the start of another year in the Vicarage program
with Vicar Aiello and family joining Grace.

Let us pray to the Lord;
Lord, have mercy.
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Vacation Bible School 2021

Jesus Leads The Way! This was the theme of our

tag, thanks to Sherri Clamme and Emily Stephens.

Vacation Bible School this year. And as our pictures

The kids were excited to create a cross necklace and

show, the church basement was transformed into a

sand art craft with the direction of Kathryn, Ann

rainforest! A total of 17 children and 20 adult vol-

and Jacob Ludwig. And Lori Foist led the entire

unteers were blessed to enjoy a wonderful 5 days

group in learning fun new songs to praise God with

from Sunday, June 20th thru Thursday, June 24th

music and movement. The children were divided

this year. It was even more special to be able to

by age into one of three groups and our group lead-

gather for VBS again this year, since we cancelled it

ers Cathy Branscome, Mary Painter, Allyson Price,

last year due to concerns for the COVID-19 virus.

Tressa Wildman, Pam Addison, Ann Willmann -

Every evening the children heard from Pastor

made sure we got to every site on time (not always

Mackey and Vicar Christian about how God cared

an easy task!). We also appreciated the help provid-

for the people in different Bible stories and how He

ed through the week by Matthew Bowdell and pic-

cares for them every day in their lives today. Miss

tures from Brenda Mackey. Thank you to all who

Ellie (Melinda Otwinowski) and her side-kick pup-

provided prayers for our VBS children and volun-

peteers (rumored to be Brian Ludwig and Daniel

teers, props for our decorations, muscle to move

Ludwig) made learning fun and exciting through

things around and help with decorating and undec-

an adventure each evening that even included

orating. And thank you to all parents, grandparents

some science experiments! They enjoyed snacks

and great-grandparents for bringing your precious

that coordinated with the rainforest theme (have

children to learn more about God’s love for them

you ever seen Nutter-Butter cookies turned into

and how Jesus leads the way in their lives!

hippos? Delicious!) thanks to Kelli Bowdell and

In Christ,

Moriah Christian. There were games to reinforce

Rick and Carrie Hill

our lessons, such as “Moses May I?” and Band Aid
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Vacation Bible School 2021
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Vacation Bible School 2021
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Announcements
Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with our

happy to put your name on the chart. If you would
like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the

Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to

shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a

collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to

“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.

MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. These

The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.

eyeglasses and sunglasses may help a third-world-

Constitution and By Laws

country adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in
school. When they come for testing and fitting, they
will hear the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult or children glasses and

sunglasses in the box at the back of the Sanctuary.
All prescription glasses are acceptable. MOST
requests that they not be broken.

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will meet on Monday 7/12 and
Monday, 7/26 at 1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting or
want to learn some of the talents our ladies of Grace
have, join them in the Parish Hall.

Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need
pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure
you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule
a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,
or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what
fits your needs. Contact the office in order to
schedule these.

Mighty Mites
Mite boxes available in the back of the
sanctuary. All contributions are greatly

appreciated.

Altar Flower Chart
If you would like to purchase the altar flowers
to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to
beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the
Sunday that you would like to purchase write your
name and what we are celebrating. If you will not
be attending church in person soon, feel free to call
Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the
church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be

An email has been sent out for you to review the
updated Constitution and By Laws to be approved.
We will hold a meeting on Saturday 7/10 at 9:00
a.m. For open discussion reviewing and answering
any questions you might have.

Parsonage Move In
We are in need of volunteers to help Vicar Aiello
and family move into the Parsonage on Friday 7/2
between 4-5:00 p.m. If you are able to help please
contact Linda Cook at (765) 729-0262

Produce Table
Our produce table is located at the bottom of
the stairs from the sanctuary to the basement. All

items left on the table are free for you to take.
Donations are appreciated and go to the MOST
Mission Team, but not needed.

Pantry Needs
We are in need of the basics, boxed potatoes,
peanut butter, jelly, and pork and beans. Thank you
for all your donations.

Volunteers for Rides to Church
We are in need of some volunteers to help bring
a member to and from church. If you are able to

help at all please contact Kelli in the church office at
(765) 282-2537.

Fourth of July Parking Lot Party
Our annual Parking Lot Party with lamb
roasting, by Linda Cook, is Sunday 7/4 at 7:00 p.m.
This will be carry-in style so we ask that you bring a
dish to share. If you would like a different meat
please bring it for the grill. We will watch the
Muncie firework show from our parking lot. Bring
your chairs and join us for a fun evening.
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Rev. Brian Homann’s Ordination
On Sunday June 27, 2021 at 3:00 p.m., Brian Homann was
ordained at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Matoon, IL, where
he grew up. Pastor Mackey, along with several other pastors
including the circuit visitor Rev. John Sharp, traveled to Matoon for the celebration and to lay hands on Brian, recognizing
him as a fellow minister in Christ’s Church and promising
their support and encouragement. The pastor of St. Paul’s,
Rev. Willie Grills, ordained Brian and Pastor Mackey preached
a sermon for the ceremony. Brian has been Called to be pastor
of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Beardstown, IL.
Brian is Grace’s second success from the vicarage program
and we look forward to seeing him share God’s love and
providing for St. John’s Lutheran Church.

MOST Mission Trip Fundraiser
We have had to adjust the trip due to some issues
with visas and Belize. The mission trip will now be to
Guatemala and they will be travelling 8/23-9/14. It will
still be an eyeglass mission trip. Fundraising is complete for this trip any remainder will be paid by those
traveling. Thank you all for your support and donations to our Mission Team.
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

7/1

7/4

7/21

Allison Hahn
Ryan Hahn

Jennifer Monroe
Kaden Price

Anna Ludwig

7/5

Lucas Cahoe

7/4

Ashley Trusedell

7/8

Nolan Barnet

7/6

Matthew Bowdell

7/9

Emily Stephens

Lee Kerkhoff

7/10

Kim Janek

Eric McCoy

7/12

Ruthie Hughes

7/8

Candy Brammer

7/13

Darren Paul

7/10

Ryan Branscome

7/21

Larry Temple

7/12

Chris Cahoe

7/25

Cathy Branscome

7/15

Oliver Hill

7/31

Darlene Norris-Phillips

7/17

Benjamin Ludwig

7/18

Greg Koss

7/19

Joan Anderson

Shea and Christina Hill,
celebrating 9 years

7/22

Bob and Kim Janek,
celebrating 21 years

7/23

Clint and Lacey Gibbs,
celebrating 10 years

7/31

Donna and Riley Watkins,
celebrating 29 years

Rigglie Stephens
7/21

Austin Myers

7/22

Layla Taylor

7/24

Emily Kingsley
Emilee Smith

7/25

Joe Hughes

7/28

Ross Boyd
Roman Parks

7/30

Sherri Clamme

7/31

Elsie Cox
Carol Koss

Lee Kerkhoff celebrates her 95th birthday!

“Gray hair is a crown of
glory; it is gained in a
righteous life.”
Proverbs 16:31
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Tues

Sunday after

25 St.

James the Elder,
Apostle
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

18 Seventh

11

27

26

Confessions Study

7:00 p.m. Divine Service

8:30 a.m. Matins 8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters 7:00 p.m. Elders 6:00 p.m. Private Confession

28

8:30 a.m. Matins 8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

21

20

19

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

14

8:30 a.m. Matins 8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

7

6

Wed

5

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Mon

13
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 12
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
Crafters
Grace
p.m.
1:30
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

4 Fifth

Sunday after Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class
7:00 p.m. Parking Lot
Party

Sun

July 2021

16

9

Visitation
4:00 p.m.
Vicar Aiello
Move-In

2 The

Fri

29

30

23
St. Mary
Magdalene
8:30 a.m. Matins
Kelli – working from home
22

Pastor & Vicar out
of the office
Confession
Study

15

8:30 a.m. Matins

8

8:30 a.m. Matins

1

Thurs

31

24

17

9:00 a.m.
Open
Discussion
Constitution
and By-laws

10

3

Sat

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - July 2021
July 4 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 123; 2Co 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6
“Strong When Weak” - Sermon Text: Mk 6:1-6
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier
We have to admit that we are weak; we don’t
have total control. We cannot prevent certain things
from happening which cause us suffering and grief.
But the good news of the Gospel is that when we are
weak, then we are strong because of Christ’s power.
July 11 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 85; Am 7:7-15; Mk 6:14-29
“Straight Lines” - Sermon Text: Am 7:7
Rev. Thomas Eggold
By nature, we want to stand on our own and we
want our hard work to count for something. But no
matter how diligent our efforts, and regardless of
how we measure up to others, the plumb line of
God’s perfect Law continues to reveal our shortcomings and uncover our need for help. And God uses
the reversals and rejection of the world and, by the
light of His Word, He works through the failings of

our own sinful flesh to bring us to a place where we
die, and God takes over.
July 18 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 23; Jer 23:1-6; Mk 6:30-44
“The Compassionate One”- Sermon Text: Mk 6:37a
Rev. Shayne Jonker
Jesus looks on you with compassion. You don’t
always come to Him for the right reasons or with the
right attitude. But He sees into that heart of yours,
that heart so messed up by Sin that’s it’s all twisted
in on itself. He looks at that life of yours, all the chasing and running around you’ve done to justify your
own existence, and He has compassion on you.
July 25 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 136:1-9; Eph 3:14-21; Mk 6:45-56
“When in A Storm” - Sermon Text: Mk 6:45-56
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
All of life is not “smooth sailing.” “Rough waters” or “stormy weather” comes to us all. When the
storms of life come, Jesus, our Savior, is there to pilot
us through these challenging times.
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