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Our Synod’s Founder Spoke about Communism!
By Pastor Danny Mackey

This last month, protests took place in Cuba,

als approved of Communism; also, 33% of Genera-

just 90 miles from our United States. After 62 years

tion Z approved of Communism. If the poll were

of Communist rule in that country, tens of thou-

taken today, the results may be even more favorable

sands rose up to free themselves from tyranny and

to those younger generations. But what are they ap-

oppression. The Cuban government quelled the pro-

proving of? What do we mean by Communism and

tests, arresting many individuals and hunting down

Socialism?

organizers. Many in our country, including many of

Communism, simply put, is the system to

our politicians, have downplayed what happened,

which all goods shall be equally divided. Socialism,

claiming the revolts are merely peaceful protests

also simply put, is the system to which no person

and that those protests are only about
lack of food and medical supplies, like
COVID vaccines. Others acknowledged the scale of events, yet still

downplayed the goals of those who

shall own any property, but by united

Can a Christian hold to

labor (including the means of produc-

Communism and

tion and transport of product) all be-

Socialism and belong to

comes the property of society. Both

ideologies are from Karl Marx, who

took to the streets. Yet many Ameri-

such associations,

cans understand, having met people

without violating

the Communist League in London,

conscience?

England in 1847. Among the stated

who’ve fled Communist Cuba on
rafts, paddling to America through
shark-infested waters.

Many downplayed the goals of these Cuban

(along with Friedrich Engels) founded

goals of the association, they declared
“This associate declares itself for Atheism.” Furthermore, they stated:

people because more and more Americans have be-

It demands the abolition of all religion, the sub-

gun to embrace Communism and Socialism. A

stitution of science for faith, human righteous-

YouGov poll in 2019 indicated that 36% of Millenni-

ness for the righteousness of God, the abroga3

tion and suppression of marriage… We de-

men are not equal.” Walther isn’t saying that some

mand that the people make the laws directly

men are of greater value or worth than others. Ra-

for the people, that all laws of inheritance be

ther, he argues against a quasi-egalitarianism, that

abolished, and that all real-estate become com-

is, the idea that every person is equal in every way.

mon property (cited by C.F.W. Walther in his

Because all people should be afforded equal rights

lecture, Communism and Socialism, 1879).

and have equal worth doesn’t mean that every per-

Communism and Socialism, then, are atheistic

son is equally tall or smart or strong or capable.

systems that seek the following:

Walther puts it this way: “[God] has created no two

•

Get rid of God and religion and the Gospel;

things alike. There are no two leaves exactly alike;

•

Destroy the systems of Western Civilization,

yea, not an atom can be found that would be exactly

including marriage and the family; and

like another atom.” The quasi-egalitarianism would

Gain control of all property and its means.

suggest that men can be substituted for women, or a

Furthermore, as history has shown in France,

fast runner can be replaced by a baby that can only

•

Russia, China, Vietnam, Venezuela, and Cuba (just

crawl. To deny this, the over-simplistic egalitarian

to name a few), those who espouse Communism

would say, is to question the equal worth of one

and Socialism are willing to achieve

person over another. Walther’s point

their goals peaceably but are also very

The Word of God alone

is that Communists and Socialists

willing to do so with violence and

can make us happy… It

traffic in the deceits and “phantoms”

alone promotes true

of an equality and equalization (being

bloodshed. Stalin murdered 20 million Russians in pursuit of Communism. Mao, 30 million. (Both of

goodness, eases the

these are conservative estimates.)

guilty conscience, and

When the U.S. withdrew from Vi-

grants abiding hope

etnam, over two million Cambodians
were slaughtered by the Communists.

and lasting comfort.

called “equity” in our current language) that is impossible in this

world.
Furthermore, Walther says that human creatures are naturally selfish.
Even the Communists and Socialists

Cuba is using force to quell the revolts of the peo-

admit as much. So, they say, people must be forced

ple. Even one YouTuber was taken into Cuban po-

into living equally. (Or, as one such leader today

lice custody on live television.

says, “The only remedy to past discrimination is

Can a Christian hold to Communism and So-

present discrimination. The only remedy to present

cialism and belong to such associations, without

discrimination is future discrimination.”) But our

violating conscience? This is the question which

selfish nature will ever resist such compulsion to be

C.F.W. Walther, the founder of our beloved Mis-

made equal in wealth or honor. In order to combat

souri Synod, answers back in 1879. He answers,

the selfishness of humanity, Christ would remove

without equivocation, “No, a Christian cannot.”

our selfishness from us. The Christian would gladly

Those who have been drawn into such belief, he la-

do without for the benefit of his or her neighbor.

ments, “deny God and their Savior, and are on the

But the Communist and Socialist has not Christ and

way that leads to a fearful end, both in time and

is incapable of working newness of life in the hearts

eternity.”

and minds of human creatures. Instead, such

Walther’s argument begins with human nature
and the school of experience. He argues, first, “that

selfishness can only be curbed by imprisoning and
compelling others. Of course, who then will enforce
4

the enforcers?
History has consistently illustrated that those
leaders of Communism and Socialism demand

what God seeks to preserve in the Seventh Commandment, “You shall not steal.”
Both the Fourth and Fifth Commandments—

selflessness from those under them while they them-

“Honor your father and your mother” and “You

selves enjoy exercising their selfishness. (“Rules for

shall not murder”—teach that government alone

thee but not for me.”) As a result, Communists and

has the power of the sword. It is against God’s

Socialists have never attained their professed end

Word for us to raise up arms against others, compel-

but only introduced sorrow and suffering. They live

ling them into submission. This is how unbelieving

well, while those they claim

nations operate. The Chris-

to be helping continue to

tian cannot, without violating

suffer—and suffer even more

conscience, seek to force oth-

deeply than before the Com-

ers into how they ought to

munists and Socialists took

live. That’s why the Crusades

over!

were so horrific! Christen-

Walther makes a bril-

dom recoiled from and spoke

liant point when he points

out against adopting the vio-

out that happiness, contrary

lent methods of pagans. Still,

to what Marx and his disci-

to this day, Christians shud-

ples teach, does not consist in

der at the thought of the Cru-

external advantages because

sades, while Communists

not all people want the same

and Socialists don’t seem the

thing. Some want fame. Oth-

least bit concerned about the

ers, wealth. Still others want

atrocities committed by the

security. But even these

French Revolutionaries, the

things will disappoint be-

Bolsheviks, the CCP, or Pol

cause humanity’s selfish na-

Pot.

ture can never be satisfied.

Also, as Communist or-

Rather, “the Word of God alone can make us hap-

ganizations openly admit that they are against the

py.” It teaches us contentment. It conforms us to

family, God’s Word seeks to protect the family with

Christ and His image. It alone promotes true good-

both the Fourth and Sixth Commandments—Again,

ness, eases the guilty conscience, and grants abiding

“Honor your father and your mother” and “You

hope and lasting comfort. Therefore, “because…

shall not commit adultery.” One Marxist organiza-

that happiness does not consist in external ad-

tion has said in their statement of beliefs: “We dis-

vantages, it is folly to endeavor to make men happy

rupt the Western-prescribed nuclear family struc-

by means of an equalization.”

ture requirement by supporting each other as ex-

But Communism and Socialism aren’t just fool-

tended families and ‘villages’ that collectively care

hardy and doomed to failure. Walther continues to

for one another, especially our children, to the de-

state that these ideologies are against God’s Word.

gree that mothers, parents, and children are com-

The rejection of private property, including real
-estate and the product of one’s labor, is contrary to

fortable.” Marriage and the naturally resulting families from marriage are sacred. Those who seek to
5

“disrupt” the family, no matter their sincerity, are

can only see the material and so must always try to

only seeking to harm others. God desires to protect

create a Paradise on earth. But we Christians hope in

all marriages and all families. They matter to Him.

a recompense and equity in the world to come—the

Walther points out that there are differences
between people. As examples, he points out the dis-

hope of eternal life.
That’s because the Communists and Socialists

tinction between parents and children, husbands

see themselves as the saviors of this world, relying

and wives, masters and servants, and employer and

on “human righteousness for the righteousness of

employee. We acknowledge that some people are

God.” But they, like all of fallen humanity, are by

rich, and others are poor. These all result from cir-

nature selfish creatures. They can’t save this world,

cumstance and the plight of humanity. The source of

just as they can’t save themselves. But they have de-

all misery in this world is sin. Because of sin, human

ceived themselves—and also seek to deceive still

creatures have been cursed, “By the sweat of your

others—into thinking they can. They shout slogans

face you shall eat bread” (Gn 3:19). While material,

like Cesar Chavez’s “Yes, we can,” thinking that hu-

this plight is more spiritual. And God, says Walther,

manity can do the impossible. “But Jesus looked at

uses our adversities for spiritual welfare. The Com-

them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but

munists and Socialists, because they are atheistic,

with God all things are possible’” (Mt 19:26).†

Lutherans for Life Thought in the
Church Year
August 8 – Pentecost XI – Jesus gave His flesh for the life of the

world (John 6:51) For the lives of unborn persons or incapacitated
ones? For the life of the world. For neighbors with congenital deformities or chronic disabilities? For the life of the world. For those
who can’t clothe themselves yet or who can’t bathe themselves anymore? For the life of the world. For those who have promoted assisted suicide or participated in abortion? For the life of the World!
If you would like to read more go to lutheransforlife.org/resources/
life-thoughts
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Hello, Grace
By Vicar Gabriel Aiello

Hello! I am Vicar Gabriel Michael Aiello, and I

smacking. She likes seeing new people, but she also

am delighted to have joined the staff at Grace Evan-

likes to look at someone for a bit before they hold

gelical Lutheran Church in July. I look forward to

her.

working both with the church and with the college
students this year.
I am from Imperial, Missouri which is about

My hobbies include reading, watching shows,
playing video games, cooking, and some small craft
projects. My bookshelf is usually filled with car-

half an hour south of St. Louis. I was homeschooled

toons, manga, children’s literature, assorted educa-

from preschool through high school alongside my

tional works, and theological books. For about a

two older brothers, my younger sister, and my

year now, Katie and my siblings have been playing

younger brother. Early on in my education, I decid-

online games together on Saturdays. Last Spring,

ed that I would work with computers. I did not

my sister started studying at CTSFW in the deacon-

strongly consider heading towards the ministry un-

ess program, so she has been able to visit and see us

til I was a High-School Junior. That summer, I

frequently!

attended events at both seminaries in order to get a

I look forward to seeing you all this year, and I

better grasp on what being a pastor would entail.

pray that the Lord would bless us and make our la-

After I graduated in 2015, I began studies at Concor-

bors fruitful! †

dia University Wisconsin. I studied in the PreSeminary and the Computer Science programs. I
earned my Bachelor’s of Science from CUW in 2019

with a major in CS and a minor in Theological Languages.
While at CUW, I met my wife, Katie. She was
studying towards and graduated with a degree in
Exercise Physiology. She then went on to study at
the Deaconess program at CTSFW. Last summer she
graduated with a Master’s in Deaconess Studies and
is currently working in the admissions department
at the seminary. I have been greatly blessed by my
marriage to Katie. She is very upbeat and encourag-

ing, and she loves helping others. I am also grateful
that I was with her during the pandemic and not
alone in a dorm room.
Last January, our baby girl Clara was born. She
is so cute, and I love her so much! She has red hair
like my mom and Katie’s aunt, and she smiles a lot!
Recently, she has been trying various sounds to
communicate, including blowing raspberries, inhaling while making a noise, fake coughs, and lip-

Vicar Aiello and Katie Aiello 2019
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Resources at Grace
By Kelli Bowdell

Are you doing everything you can for yourself

with him. He is your Pastor and cares for you and

and your children to learn about Christ? Grace

your spiritual wellbeing. He is available for you to

offers many ways for all of us to learn even more

have a meeting in his office, at your home, or even

than we currently know. The first way is of course

the local coffee shop whatever is most convenient

come to service! We have a total of three services

for you, just call the office and schedule a time.

available to you every week. Two on Sunday, 8:00

The last thing I wanted to touch on is our often

a.m. for our early birds and 10:30 a.m. for those of us

forgotten about Library. We have shelves and

that need a little more time to get out the door. If

shelves of books for adults and children and they

Sunday doesn’t work for you, that is ok because we

are for you and your family. I have worked in this

also have Wednesday evening service at 7:00 p.m.

office for over a year now and I even forgot about

This is a divine service and includes the Lord’s Sup-

the Library as a resource to us. Not anymore though

per, readings, music, and a sermon. On Sunday in

we are using it. We have a great Arch Books collec-

between the two services we have Sunday School at

tion which helps with explaining stories from the

9:20 a.m. We offer two classes for the children sepa-

Bible to the little ones, and there are pictures! My

rated by age groups and Pastor Mackey as well as

boys have enjoyed reading them each night and I

Vicar Aiello teach a Bible Study at the same time. So

certainly enjoy hearing “Are we going to read an-

if you have a little one drop them off for Sunday

other Jesus book before bed?” If you would like to

School and enjoy sticking around and learning from

borrow any books all you have to do is stop in and

Pastor or Vicar as well. Of course we are Lutheran

check them out, if you need suggestions for what to

so there will be coffee and breakfast items, or you

read just ask Pastor.

could sign up to bring something if you like.

Choose which way you would like Grace to

Wednesday evenings after Divine Service Pastor

help teach you or do them all! You have many re-

Mackey teaches a Confessions Study. He dives into

sources as a member of Grace that can help you con-

Concordia the Lutheran Book of Confessions to give you

tinue to learn, grow, and enjoy your time here. We

a better understanding of the Confessions. We have

are all here for the same thing, Christ’s love and to

copies of this book in the office available for pur-

share His love with others.†

chase if you need it.
If you have about twenty-five minutes in the
mornings, Monday through Thursday 8:30- 8:55
a.m., then you can come join us for Matins. Matins is
a brief morning service with Pastor Mackey and Vicar, where we pray for our members, discuss the
readings and join in a few canticles. It is a great way
to start your day off with Christ and your neighbors
on your mind and your heart.
You always have Pastor Mackey as a resource.
He is happy to schedule a meeting with you to answer any questions or discuss anything you need
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A Note from Stewardship
End of
Month:
INCOME

JUNE
Actual for
Month

Budget for
Month

Actual Year to Budget Year to
Date
Date

Total Income

$ 21,051.33

$20,987.50

$113,799.75

$125,925.00

Offering
Other income

$
$

$ 13,987.50
$ 7,000.00

$
$

$
$

18,201.00
2,850.33

90,451.00
23,348.75

83,925.00
42,000.00

Budget Less Budget Less
Actual for
Actual for
Month
Year
$
(63.83)
$ (4,213.50)
$ 4,149.67

$ 12,125.25
$ (6,526.00)
$ 18,651.25

Expenses
Actual for
Month

Budget for
Month

Actual Year to Budget Year to
Date
Date

Total Expenses $ 18,615.89

$21,808.87

$124,718.42

$130,853.22

Elders
Trustees
Stewardship
Education
Parish Svcs
Young People
Ball State
Missions

$ 11,516.67
$ 4,170.78
$ 1,918.75
$
221.24
$
58.33
$
37.50
$ 3,358.52
$
527.08

$
$
$
$

67,334.38
24,395.95
12,675.56
941.30

$
$
$

16,858.73
2,512.50

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

10,035.84
2,540.97
2,487.57
255.36
2,130.15
1,166.00

Revenue

This Month

For 2021

Minus Expense $

2,435.44

$ (10,918.67)

69,100.02
25,024.68
11,512.50
1,327.44
349.98
225.00
20,151.12
3,162.48

Budget Less Budget Less
Actual for
Actual for
Month
Year
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

3,192.98
1,480.83
1,629.81
(568.82)
(34.12)
58.33
37.50
1,228.37
(638.92)

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

6,134.80
1,765.64
628.73
(1,163.06)
386.14
349.98
225.00
3,292.39
649.98

Above is the financial report for the first half of 2021. Thanks to our members for continuing to bless our
church with your weekly offerings. Offerings have exceeded our budget for both the month of June and the
year to date. June offerings, in fact, were $4,213 over budget and with expenses down in June, our income exceeded our expenses for the month by $2,435. For the year to date however expenses exceeded income by
$10,918 due to challenges in maintaining other (non-offering) sources of income.
Investment markets were strong in the last three months so our investment portfolio exceeded $500,000 at

June 30 for the first time. Our overall financial picture is generally sound as we prayerfully work together to
support the ministry of Grace in the future.
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Vicar Move-In
We had several members come out to help Vicar Aiello and family move in to the parsonage on Friday July
2nd. We want to thank Linda Cook and Alex Garcia
for traveling up to Fort Wayne to help load everything and bring it here with Vicar, Katie, Clara, and
Katie’s parents, who drove in from Illinois to help. We
want to thank our volunteers who helped at the parsonage as well we had Jane Harman, Randy and Ann
Willmann, Pastor Mackey, Dwight Ramsey, Dave
Heinkel, the Bowdell family, John Pape and those

from Fort Wayne. We look forward to the next year
with the Vicar Aiello, Katie and Clara.
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Fourth of July Parking Lot Party
Grace’s Annual Lamb roast for the Fourth of July Parking lot party was a great time for members to gather
together and enjoy celebrating the holiday. The lamb, donated and prepared by Linda Cook and was delicious as usual. Vicar Aiello jumped right in with the Harmans to cut the meat for all to eat. There were so
many other items brought by members to share we had plenty of food. We enjoyed getting to know Vicar Aiello and Katie and of course seeing little Clara. Many brought fireworks and even a baby cannon for our entertainment. Muncie put on a great firework show and we sat in awe as the sky lit up in celebration of the
Fourth of July.
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Announcements
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will meet on Monday 8/9 and

be attending church in person soon, feel free to call
Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the

Monday, 8/23 at 1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting or

church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be

want to learn some of the talents our ladies of Grace

happy to put your name on the chart. If you would

have, join them in the Parish Hall.

like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the

Pastoral Care

shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a

During these strange times you still need

“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.

pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure

The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

Produce Table

a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,

Our produce table is located at the bottom of

or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what

the stairs from the sanctuary to the basement. All

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to

items left on the table are free for you to take.

schedule these.

Donations are appreciated and go to the MOST

Mighty Mites

Mission Team, but not needed.

Mite boxes available in the back of the
sanctuary. All contributions are greatly

Pantry Needs
We are in need of the basics, boxed potatoes,

appreciated.

peanut butter, jelly, and pork and beans. Thank you

Altar Flower Chart

for all your donations.

If you would like to purchase the altar flowers
to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to

Volunteers for Rides to Church
We are in need of some volunteers to help bring

beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the

a member to and from church. If you are able to

Sunday that you would like to purchase write your

help at all please contact Kelli in the church office at

name and what we are celebrating. If you will not

(765) 282-2537.

MOST Mission Trip
Linda Cook and Jane Harman will be travelling with the MOST Ministries to Guatemala this month. They
will be test vision, fit and distribute eyeglasses all while sharing the gospel through words and actions. They
expect to serve 100-300 people daily. This will help some people that have not been able to see properly for
school, work, or just in general. Eye glasses are a luxury that we have and those in Guatemala have to struggle if they have poor eyesight.
We want to keep Linda, Jane and all those traveling with the MOST Ministries in our prayers as well as
those they will be serving. We pray for safe travels, enjoyment for helping those in need and we pray those
being served will receive the help and care needed to better their lives and let the Holy Spirit continue to
work within them.
To learn more about MOST Ministries and their mission visit their webpage at www.mostministries.org
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

8/1

Trent Boyd

8/1

Joan Anderson

8/1

8/2

Bill Walker

8/2

Eric McCoy

8/3

Sandra McMillan

8/4

Jim Shaeffer

8/8

Pat Hokenson

8/5

Shirley Berger

8/9

Anna Ludwig

8/6

Zachary Stephens

8/11

Matthew Bowdell

8/11

Katelyn Branscome

8/14

Benjamin Ludwig

8/16

Lawrence Bowdell

8/22

Allison Hahn

Kerri Misiewicz

Amy Crowe

Ryan Hahn

8/18

Dave Gatzke

Oliver Hill

8/19

Hudson Hill

Laura Shaeffer

8/20

Pam Addison

8/26

Audramae Stephens

8/21

Bryce Monroe

8/26

Zachary Stephens

8/22

Erica Paul

8/28

Greg Koss

8/24

Linda Overfield

8/27

Elise Boyd

8/29

Amy Addison

Roger and Carol Doctor,
celebrating 57 years

8/7

Dave and Reta Heinkel,
celebrating 56 years

8/18

Rick and Carrie Hill,
celebrating 42 years

8/20

Rod and Darlene Phillips,
celebrating 27 years

8/22

Alan and Pat Hokenson,
celebrating 40 years

8/25

Henry and Amy Miller,
celebrating 59 years

Emily Nickels
8/30

Diana James

8/31

Pat Mark

Dlynn Melo
Ed Miller

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep
these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, and Debby Taylor

†

Health: Shirley Berger, Lorraine Deeg, Ronnell Deeg, Rita Graft, Joey Gray, Debbie Haddock, Sharon
Hoppes, J. D. Howard, Bob Hughes, David Kyler, Reece Mann, John Price, Angie Proud, Rodney
Schadler, Gene Shiveley, Jim Smith, and Dave Stout

†

Comfort: The family of Robert Engebrecht, the family of Keith Rhoades, the family of Lee Timmermann

†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe

†

Travel: Linda Cook, Jane Harman, and all those travelling with MOST Ministries to Guatemala

†

Armed Forces: Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., and Hayden Parsons

†

Thanksgivings and praise: For our freedoms in this great country; for Lee Kerkhoff celebrating her 95th
birthday last month; For Vicar Aiello and family joining Grace during his time in the vicarage program;
Lorraine Deeg is cancer free; Pastor Scheiwe has no tumors and is in remission; Jerry Cook, for his
recovery and being cleared by doctors; for the Willmann family donating sweet corn to everyone!
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14

Sunday after

of St. John the

Baptist
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

29 Martydom

Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

22 Twelfth

15

St. Mary, Mother of Our
Lord
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

8 Tenth

Sunday after Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

1 Ninth

Sunday after Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Sun

12

24 St.

25

26

31

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Elders

30

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:15 p.m. Choir

27

20

13

6

Fri

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
Bartholomew,
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters Apostle
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
8:30 a.m. Matins 7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

23

19

8:30 a.m. Matins 8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. Winkel 6:00 p.m. Private Confession
at Grace
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Pastor & Vicar out
Confessions Study
of the office
Confession
Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

18

17

16

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins 8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

11

10

5

9

4

8:30 a.m. Matins 8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

Thurs

3

Wed

8:30 a.m. Matins

Tues

2

Mon

August 2021

MOST
Mission team
leaves for
Guatemala

28

21

14

7

Sat

We Celebrate Three Feasts in August
St. Mary, Mother of our Lord – August 15 – St. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is
mentioned repeatedly in the Gospels and the Book of Acts, with nearly a dozen
specific incidents in her life being recorded. Thus she is present at most of the
important events in her Son’s life. She is especially remembered and honored
for her unconditional obedience to the will of God (“Let it be to me according to
Your word” [Luke: 1:38]); for her loyalty to her Son even when she did not understand Him (“Do whatever He tells you” [John 2:1-11]); and above all for the
highest honor that heaven bestowed on her of being the mother of our Lord
(“Blessed are you among women” [Luke 1:42]). According to tradition Mary
went with the apostle John to Ephesus, where she died.

St. Bartholomew, Apostle – August 24 – St. Bartholomew (or Nathanael, as he is
called in St. John’s Gospel) was one of the first of Jesus’ twelve disciples. His
home was in the town of Cana, in Galilee (John 21:2), where Jesus performed
His first miracle. He was invited to become one of the Twelve by Philip, who
told him that they had found the Messiah in the person Jesus of Nazareth. (John
1:45). Bartholomew’s initial hesitation to believe, because of Jesus’ Nazareth
background, was quickly replaced by a clear, unequivocal declaration of faith,

“You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel! (John 1:49) He was present
with the other disciples (John 21:1-13) when they were privileged to see and
converse and eat with their risen Lord and Savior. According to some Early
Church Fathers, Bartholomew brought the Gospel to Armenia, where he was
martyred by being flayed alive.

Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist – August 29 – In contrast to the Nativity of
St. John the Baptist (observed June 24), this festival commemorates his beheading by the tetrarch Herod Antipas (Mark 6:14-29). From the perspective of the

world, it was an ignominious end to John the Baptist’s life. Yet it was in fact a
noble participation in the cross of Christ, which was John’s greatest glory of all.
Christ Himself said that there had arisen none greater than John the Baptist
(Matthew 11:11). He was the last of the Old Testament prophets and also the
herald of the New Testament. As the forerunner of Christ, John fulfilled the
prophecy that the great prophet Elijah would return before the great and terrible Day of the Lord (Malachi 4:6) And in the footsteps of the prophets who had
gone before him–in anticipation of the Christ whose way he prepared–this
servant of the Lord manifested the cross by the witness of his death.
Treasury of Daily Prayer
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By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - August 2021
Aug 1 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 145:10-21; Ex 16:2-15; Jn 6:22-35
“Full Faith” - Sermon Text: Jn 6:22-35
Rev. William Mueller
Jesus miraculously fed the 5,000. The crowd ate
until they were full. Now Jesus gets to the heart of
the matter. He is the Bread of Life so that we can
have FULL FAITH in Him!
Aug 8 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 34:1-8; 1Ki 19:1-8; Jn 6:35, 41-51
“It’s a Wonderful Life!” - Sermon Text: Jn 6:35, 41-51
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Have you lost your sense of wonder for this life?
For eternal life? Jesus accomplishes extraordinary
things in seemingly ordinary ways. Indeed, for the
Christ-follower, It’s a Wonderful Life!
Aug 15 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 34:12-22; Jsh 24:1-2a, 14-18; Jn 6:51-59
“Our Rededication Pledge”
Sermon Text: Jsh 24:1-2a, 14-18
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
It is always a good time to rededicate ourselves – to
serving the Lord. Because of God’s gracious, saving

activity in our lives we can indeed serve Him. Therefore we will pledge ourselves with renewed fervor to
His service.
Aug 22 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 14; Is 29:11-19; Mk 7:1-13
“Inspecting the House” - Sermon Text: Mk 7:6
Rev. Thomas Eggold
God’s Word doesn’t exist to help us cover up our
sins with good works and holy living. Its purpose is
to expose our sins and break our hearts so that we
can be built into a new house; one that is not based
on keeping the Law, but on Christ who kept the Law
for us so we can live with Him.
Aug 29 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 51:2, 7, 10-12; Dt 4:1-2,6-9; Mk 7:14-23
“Hearts Made Clean” - Sermon Text: Mk 7:14-15
Rev. Shayne Jonker
Spiritual purity comes from outside of ourselves.
It is found in the undeserved kindness and mercy of
God in the death of His only begotten Son Jesus. Baptismal water poured on us; forgiving Words spoken
into us; Christ’s Body and Blood fed to us. Those are
what make the unclean clean. God alone has done it.
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