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The LORD make His face shine upon you, Part One
By Pastor Danny Mackey

Over the next few articles, I want to talk about the

The LORD bless you and keep you.

Face of God. I keep thinking about it since we are

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be

still struggling with face masks and whether or not
we shall wear them. While these articles won’t deal

gracious unto you.
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and

with that—because I think we’re all just exhausted

give you peace.

over it, right?—I’m being constantly reminded of

With these words, we’re given a picture of God

our God who shows His face to us—something I

smiling upon us and imparting to us blessing and

never tire of! But what does it mean that God shows

keeping, grace and peace. The blessing declares that

His face? The goal of these few articles will be to an-

God regards His people with favor and our response

swer that question and help us to learn how to bear

“Amen, amen, amen” (I love the triple response be-

God’s face for others.

cause it’s answering each part and its intensification

The face of God
At the Divine Service’s end, the pastor raises his
arms and speaks the same blessing God gave Aaron
to speak to His people in Numbers 6:24–26:

of the faithful reply) says, “Yes! I want that, and I
believe I’ve got it!”
We’re not alone in our desire for God to look
kindly upon us. Indeed, we see throughout Old and
3

New Testaments the saints desiring God’s face be-

about for the other guy—the one she turned away

ing turned toward them. The psalmists sang of it:

from? It’s the same with panim. Turning one’s face

Let your face shine upon your servant;

toward something is good; and turning one’s face

save me in your steadfast love (Ps 31:6).
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

away isn’t good.
How about the face of God? If you look again at

When shall I come and behold the face of God?

the blessing from Numbers 6, you might remember

(Ps 42:2)

another version of the last line “The LORD lift up

The historians promised it:

His countenance upon you” (maybe from Divine

For the LORD your God is gracious and merci-

Service, Setting One). Another way of saying it is

ful, and will not turn his face from you, if you

“look upon you with favor.” Sounds kind of meta-

return to him (2Ch 30:9b).

phorical, right? Is the face of God merely a metaphor

The prophets warned of our sin turning it away:
Then they will cry to the LORD, but he will not
answer them; he will hide his face
from them at that time, because

for God’s favor or His disfavor?
Face of God and whether it’s turned toward us or

God said, “Let light

away from us is definitely important. I
also think there’s more that it indicates

they have acted wickedly (Mi

shine out of

(like many Hebrew words, panim is

3:4).

darkness…”

multifaceted). In fact, that panim word

Even God’s great servant Moses
knew it:
Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel

pops up also in something we’re all
very familiar: the Ten Commandments in Luther’s
Small Catechism.

like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face

You shall have no other gods [before Me].

(Dt 34:10).

What does this mean?

And God has revealed it in His Son:

We should fear, love, and trust in God above all

God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”

things.

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the

Can you guess why we’re looking at the First

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus

Commandment? Well, I didn’t tell you before, but

Christ (2Co 4:6).

panim is also used in the Hebrew Old Testament to
mean “before” (Ex 20:3’s Hebrew for “before me” is

What does “face of God” mean?
Now, let’s ask that most Lutheran of all ques-

.)עַל-נָּי ָּפIn fact, the King James Version of the Bible
uses panim as “before” 1137 times! (In comparison,

tions: What does this mean? The answer requires us

the KJV translates panim as “face” only 390 times.)

to look at a little Hebrew.

The sense is that something is placed before anoth-

The word used for “face” in the Old Testament

er. It goes along with “face” in the sense that it’s

is panim ( ,)ם ָּפ ִניwhich comes from the Hebrew verb

“before one’s face” and that it can be seen, or that

to “turn (one’s face) toward or away.” It’s a noun

sight is blocked by it, or you can’t see the other per-

that indicates movement and which way that move-

son’s face because something is in the way. “Before”

ment goes tells us if it’s a good or a bad thing. For

then indicates presence.

example, think of the end of one of those reality TV
shows where the girl has to pick between two guys.

Therefore, the face of God is the very presence of
God.†

If she turns toward one, what does that mean? How
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A Fishy Situation
By Vicar Gabriel Aiello

Why are fish often referenced in Christianity?

ICQUS

You may recall the ‘Jesus fish’ decals on cars, or the

The Ichthus is a simple fish symbol which occa-

fish in three of the stain glass windows in the sanc-

sionally has ‘ICQUS’ or ‘Jesus’ written on the belly,

tuary. In the Bible, we can find many more times

which is why it is sometimes referred to as the ‘Jesus

that fish are found. By looking at some of these fish

fish.’ This symbol originated in the Early Church.

stories, we can learn more about our savior.

Because of persecution from the Roman Empire, early Christians were cautious when they talked about
the Christian faith. The Ichthus is useful as a symbol
5

for two reasons. First, it is simple and can be quickly

Christ’s death. Paul says in Romans 6:4 “We were

drawn. Second, it functions as an acronym for a con-

buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in

fession. Ichthus comes from the Greek word for fish,

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead

‘ἰχθύς.’ The acronym is as follows: “Ἰησοῦς (Jesus)

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in

Χριστός (Christ) θεός (God) υἱός (Son) σωτήρ

newness of life.”

(Savior).” This gives us the confession that Jesus
Christ is God, is the Son, and is our Savior. This confession is echoed in the Second Article of the Nicean
Creed, wherein we confess that Jesus Christ is the

The Feeding of the five thousand
We can be certain that the Feeding of the Five
Thousand is a very important miracle because it is
the only one that all four of the

only Son of God, that He is “very
God of very God,” and that He

came down from heaven for our
salvation. Because of the solid
confession and simple design that
this fish brings, it is not surprising that the Ichthus is still in use
among Christians today.

“Just as the Ninevites were

Evangelists wrote down. Some of
the earliest Christian art is about

forgiven by God, we can be

this miracle. In this miracle, Jesus

assured that God has forgiven

takes five loaves of bread and two

us because of Jesus’ death on
the cross and three days in the
heart of the earth.”

Jonah
Jonah and the great fish is one of the stories from

fish. After giving thanks, He
broke the bread and gave it to His
disciples to distribute to the
crowd. The Five Thousand ate,
and were satisfied, and there were

twelve full baskets left. These baskets full of frag-

the Old Testament that is hard to forget. You can

ments were for those who had traveled from far

find this story in a stain glass window near the back

away. The fragments represent us because we are

pews on the Pulpit side of the Church. Jesus tells us

the members of the Church who are far away. The

in Matthew 12:38-45 and in Luke 11:29-36 that Jo-

preaching that brought salvation to the disciples

nah’s three days in the belly of the fish was the sign

and early church is the same preaching that brings

given to the wicked generation. This sign was ful-

salvation to us.

filled by Jesus’ three days in the tomb. Just as the

Throughout the sanctuary, we can find many

Ninevites repented after hearing Jonah’s preaching,

symbols and stories. But the most important place to

all people are called to repentance by Jesus’ preach-

look in the sanctuary is towards Christ, our Savior.

ing. And just as the Ninevites were forgiven by

All Christian symbols are made to point us to Him.

God, we can be assured that God has forgiven us

We share a common confession with those who

because of Jesus’ death on the cross and three days

made these symbols, that Jesus Christ is God, the

in the heart of the earth. We also share in the sign of

Son of God the Father, and our Savior. †

Jonah because through our baptism we share in
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MOST Mission Trip
On Saturday, Aug. 21, 67 additional pairs of
eyeglasses and sunglasses were delivered to MOST

ple glasses and share the love of Christ. Please keep
them all in your prayers.

Ministries in Ann Arbor, MI. Last year we sent 400

The team will be arriving back from Guatemala

pairs of glasses. We will continue to collect glasses

at the beginning of the month. We look forward to

for future mission trips. A box is on the credenza at

having Linda and Jane back worshipping with us.

the back of the church in front of the cry room. The

We can not wait to hear about their time in Guate-

mission team wants to thank the congregation for

mala and all those they served by volunteering with

the donations and the support you have given the

MOST Ministries. We will hold a dinner and presen-

past year and a half. On Saturday Aug. 28, 13 mem-

tation for them where they can share pictures and

bers some from Florida, Michigan, and of course

stories with us during our next Mission Sunday.

Linda Cook and Jane Harman from Grace went to

To learn more about MOST Ministries and their

Guatemala as volunteer missionaries for the Guate-

mission visit their webpage at

mala Eyeglass Team 2114. We pray that the trip is

www.mostministries.org

successful one and that they will be able to give peo-

Jane Harman will be taking eye exams in Guate-

Dale Huhnke, Linda Cook, and Jane Harman, head to

mala. She is pictured above practicing on Linda

the airport for their Mission trip to Guatemala.

Cook.
Linda Cook
stands with
her suitcase
packed full of
eyeglasses,
sunglasses,
eyeglass cases, bracelets,
and other

MOST Mission Eyeglass Team 2114, arrived in Gua-

supplies.

temala 8/29/2021
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Announcements
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will meet on Monday 9/13 and

Volunteers for Rides to Church
We are in need of some volunteers to help bring

Monday, 9/27 at 1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting or

a member to and from church. If you are able to

want to learn some of the talents our ladies of Grace

help at all please contact Kelli in the church office at

have, join them in the Parish Hall.

(765) 282-2537.

Pastoral Care

Handbell Choir

During these strange times you still need

Handbell Choir will begin their new season after

pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure

taking some time off this Summer. Practices will be

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

Monday evenings at 6:15 p.m. beginning on 9/13. If

a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,

you are interested in ringing in some joyful music

or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what

please see Judi Pape. No prior experience required.

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to
schedule these.

Mighty Mites
Mite boxes available in the back of the

Vocal Choir
Vocal Choir will join together again after
Summer break. Practices will be Monday evenings
at 7:10 p.m. beginning 9/13. If you would like to join

sanctuary. All contributions are greatly

in our Vocal Choir please see Dick Grill or just show

appreciated.

up for practice.

Altar Flower Chart

Rally Day

If you would like to purchase the altar flowers

Rally Day will be on Sunday, 9/12 this year.

to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to

During the opening of the education hour, we will

beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the

celebrate birthdays and anniversaries as usual.

Sunday that you would like to purchase write your

Then we will have all children come up to say their

name and what we are celebrating. If you will not

name and what grade they are in this year. We will

be attending church in person soon, feel free to call

also recognize our teachers at that time. Please join

Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the

us to kick off the school year and our Christian

church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be

education classes . Lord, thank You for the ministry

happy to put your name on the chart. If you would

of our Sunday School. Bless those who teach that

like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the

they would be prepared for this wonderful work.

shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a

May Your Word that they present not return to You

“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.

void, but may it accomplish the purpose for which

The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.

it is sent. Move parents to bring their children to

Pantry Needs

Sunday School, and open the hearts of the students

We are in need of the basics, boxed potatoes,
peanut butter, jelly, and pork and beans. Thank you

to receive Your Word in faith and with great joy. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

for all your donations.
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

9/5

Harold O’Bryant

9/1

9/9

9/6

Emily Bushá-Ruiz

Lee Kerkhoff

Shea Hill

Barbara McConnell

Diana James

9/11

Chase Brammer

9/6

Rigglie Stephens

9/15

Lenore Crone

9/8

Trent Boyd

9/16

Donna Bailey

9/9

Glenn Branscome

Vicki Boyd

9/10

Ryan Branscome

9/17

Mark Gottwald

Reta Heinkel

9/18

Debby Taylor

Ashley Trusedell

9/21

Gary Boyd

9/12

Emily Kingsley

Melissa Myers

9/15

Hudson Hill

Judi Pape

9/16

Pete Gottwald

9/22

Austin Hahn

Bill and Diana James,
celebrating 54 years

9/19

Stefan and Joan Anderson,
celebrating 62 years

9/19

Cory and Jennifer Hill,
celebrating 12 years

9/25

Mike and Suzanne Price,
celebrating 5 years

9/29

Brian and Kathryn,
celebrating 20 years

Bryce Monroe

Jackie Trusedell

9/17

Tegan Hidy

9/26

Suzanne Price

9/24

Amy Crowe

9/27

Matt Overfield

9/28

Debbie McCoy

9/29

Rich LaGrange

Brenda Mackey
9/30

Allyson Price

Thea Miller
9/30

Allyson Price

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep
these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, and Debby Taylor

†

Health: Chris Aiello, Shirley Berger, Amelia, Kelli, and Zach Bunn, Rita Graft, J. D. Howard, Munkei
Keton, Marshall Mack, Reece Mann, Bonnie Overstreet, Rodney Schadler, Gene Shiveley, Jim Smith,
Carrie Sue, Jacob Sutton, Dave Stout, and Amanda Thorneycroft

†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe

†

Travel: Linda Cook, Jane Harman, and all those travelling with MOST Ministries to Guatemala

†

Armed Forces: Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Ryan Murphy, Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden
Parsons, and Cory Robertson

†

Thanksgivings and praise: for the Willmann family donating sweet corn to everyone; for Carol Koss
celebrating her 85th birthday; for restoration of health for Ronnell and Lorraine Deeg; for the start of
Confirmation Classes; for Angie Proud having a successful surgery and continuing to recover; for Linda
Cook and Jane Harman as well as others from other congregations volunteering as a missionary with
Guatemala Eyeglass Team 2114 with MOST Ministries! For God sparing the life of Bill Walker; for the
birth of Mason Anthony Paul on 8/27, son of Darren and Erica Paul. Angie Proud recovering and doing
well! John Price continuing to recover and is doing well!
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Sunday after

Sunday after

Sunday after

Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

26 Seventeenth

Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

19 Sixteenth

12

Fifteenth Sunday after
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

5 Fourteenth

Mon

Cross Day
8:30 a.m. Matins

13

28

8:30 a.m. Matins
12:00 p.m. Food
Pantry
7:00 p.m.
Planning Council

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:00 p.m. Elders
7:10 p.m. Choir

Matthew,
Apostle and
Evangelist
8:30 a.m. Matins
21 St.

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

23

7:00 p.m. College
Bible Study
Vicar out of the
office Confession
Study

16

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. College
Bible Study
Pastor out of office
CTSFW
Kelli Off

9

30

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. College
6:00 p.m. Private Confession Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

Michael and All
Angels

29 St.

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession 7:00 p.m. College
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Bible Study
Confessions Study

22

Pastor Vacation 9/14-9/20

27

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

20

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

15

8

7

14 Holy

2

Thurs
3

Fri

24

17

10

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession 7:00 p.m. College
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Bible Study
Kelli Off
Confessions Study

1

Wed

Office Closed

Tues

6

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Closed 9/6 for Labor Day

Sun

September 2021

25

18

11

MOST
Mission team
returns from
Guatemala

4

Sat

We Celebrate Three Feasts in September
Holy Cross Day – September 14 – One of the earliest annual celebrations of the
Church, Holy Cross Day traditionally commemorated the discovery of the original cross of Jesus on September 14, 320, in Jerusalem. The cross was found by
Helena, mother of Roman Emperor Constantine the Great. In conjunction with
the dedication of a basilica at the site of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, the
festival day was made official by order of Constantine in AD 335. A devout
Christian, Helena had helped locate and authenticate many sites related to the
life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus throughout biblical lands.

St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist – September 21 – St. Matthew, also known
as Levi, identifies himself as a former tax collector, one who was therefore considered unclean, a public sinner, outcast from the Jews. Yet it was such a one as
this whom the Lord Jesus called away from his occupation and wealth to become a disciple (Mt 4:9-13) Not only did Matthew become a disciple of Jesus, he
was also called and sent as one of the Lord’s twelve apostles (Mt 10:2-4) In time,
he became the evangelist whose inspired record of the Gospel was granted first
place in ordering of the New Testament. Among the four Gospels, Matthews
portrays Christ especially as the greater Moses, who graciously fulfills the Law
and the Prophets (Mt 5:17) and establishes a new covenant of salvation in and
with His own blood (Mt. 26:27-28). Tradition is uncertain where his final field of
labor was and whether Matthew died naturally or a martyr’s death. In celebrating this festival we therefore give thanks to God that He has mightily governed
and protected His Holy Church through this man who was called and sent by
Christ to serve the sheep of His pastures with the Holy Gospel.

St. Michael and All Angels – September 29 – The name of the archangel St. Michael means “Who is like God” Michael is mentioned in the book of Daniel
(12:1), as well as in Jude (v.9) and Revelation (12:7). Daniel portrays Michael as
the angelic helper of Israel who leads the battle against the forces of evil. In
Revelation, Michael and his angels fight against and defeat Satan and the evil
angels, driving them from heaven. Their victory is made possible by Christ’s
own victory over Satan in His death and resurrection, a victory announced by
the voice in heaven: “Now the salvation and power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of His Christ have come”(Rv 12:10). Michael is often associated with Gabriel and Raphael, the other chief angels or archangels who
surround the throne of God. Tradition names Michael as the patron and protecTreasury of Daily Prayer

tor of the Church, especially as the protector of Christians at the hour of death.
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By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - September 2021
Sept. 5 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 146; Is 35:4-7a; Mk 7:31-37
“All Things Well” - Sermon Text: Mk 7:31-37
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
Isaiah foretold of the Messiah who could perform
many miraculous signs and wonders. Those signs
and wonders were performed by Jesus. These actions
clearly identify Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, the
Savior of the world.

Sept. 19 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 54; Jas 3:13-4:10; Mk 9:30-37
“Driven by Fear or Faith?”
Sermon Text: Mk 9:35-37
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
What animates your life – fear or faith? Jesus’disciples attempt to overcome their fear by seeking temporal greatness. Jesus shows them a better way, His
way, a way that leads to a life that never ends.

Sept. 12 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 116:1-9; Is 50:4-10; Mk 9:14-29
“I Believe...Help!” - Sermon Text: Mk 9:14-29
Rev. William Mueller
How well prepared are we to handle the moments of crisis in faith? What are we going to do
when prayers aren’t answered? What are we going to
do when we realize there is a depth requirement to
our faith, and we appear to be coming up rather shallow? There is good news for us in this account of an
exasperated Father and an ever-compassionate Savior!

Sept. 26 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 104:27-34; Jas 5:13-18; Mk 9:42-50
“Powerful Prayer” - Sermon Text: Jas 5:13-18
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier
Do you sometimes think that your praying is useless? Wrong! The prayer of a believer is powerful.
God always hears and answers that prayer, and in
the best possible way.
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