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They’re Not the Devil
By Pastor Danny Mackey

Both 2020 and 2021 were particularly hard on

choice—all the while saying virtually nothing to no-

our society. It was a combination of lockdowns, fear

body. Ordering groceries online (as well as any

of the pandemic, and the polarization in politics.

number of other products from Amazon, eBay, or

(Perhaps more than those factors, but those are the

Etsy) is super convenient. Don’t get me wrong. I’m

ones that immediately come to mind.) All of these

not saying online ordering is bad; I’m just saying

factors contributed to us not seeing and interacting

that online ordering has made it super easy to avoid

with one another. And because we weren’t seeing

people.

and interacting with one another, fear and polariza-

And what if a person has upset you? Somehow

tion grew. How can we trust people we don’t see?

offended you and hurt your feelings? Well, that per-

How can we think well of people to whom we never

son is easy to avoid as well. You can screen your

speak? How is it possible to realize that there are

calls or just hit delete on your emails. You might

well-intentioned and good-hearted people who disa-

even change which store or restaurant you patron-

gree with our views if we never encounter them and

ize—or even what church you attend—to avoid cer-

speak with them? Instead, we find ourselves in echo

tain people. And there are plenty of options out

chambers and cliques, where differing opinions are

there. But if you work with that person… oh, wait,

rarely heard, much less tolerated. And those people

so many more of us work from home, so even that

we disagree with forever remain “those people.”

has become easier. And family? Well, just claim that

It’s easy to avoid people. We pay at the pump, so

you’re worried about getting infected with Covid or

we don’t have to stand in line and interact with the

with their political incorrectness. Many people have

cashier at the gas station. We order our coffee online

been unfriended on Facebook or blocked on Twitter

and only need to jump out of the car and into the

because of our increasing polarization. It’s definitely

store, grabbing and going with our beverage of

easy to mostly avoid people.
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What’s not easy is interacting with others. Inter-

love does not know God, because God is love. In

acting with them in an open and honest fashion. In-

this the love of God was made manifest among

teracting with them in a way that is willing to hear

us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so

and see the other person, treating that person with

that we might live through him. In this is love,

the dignity God commands us. It takes effort. Shop-

not that we have loved God but that he loved us

ping online is so much more convenient than actual-

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our

ly getting dressed, going to the store, physically go-

sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought

ing up and down the aisles, and then having to

to love one another. No one has ever seen God;

check out. Likewise with our relationships. It’s

if we love one another, God abides in us and his

much harder to pick up a phone or write a letter or

love is perfected in us (1Jn 4:7–14).

even have dinner with someone. And also like go-

And just like our Lord Jesus loved us by coming

ing to the store and possibly finding some item you

to us, approaching us, speaking to us, and interact-

hadn’t even thought about but now can’t live with-

ing with us, we ought to do so with one another. We

out, when we sit down and interact with others, we

must not avoid one another—because that’s not

might discover something special. The least of

good for us, for them, or for our society—but we

which is that the person with whom we disagree or

must constantly seek to come together.

who’s hurt us isn’t the devil. That person is just a

This doesn’t mean there won’t be disagreements.

person. A sinner, yes, just like we are. A person who

Of course there will be! Whenever people with hon-

might have ideas that aren’t right—but, then again,

est and upright hearts interact, there will be some

it might be that our ideas aren’t right (that is, those

disagreement. Because we won’t all have the same

ideas not rooted in God’s Word).

ideas how to address the problems we face together.

I guess what I’m saying is that we need to inter-

And it doesn’t mean we are to just ignore the prob-

act with others. Especially those we don’t always

lems and our disagreements, because many things

see eye-to-eye with. It’ll help us realize that they’re

are worth fighting for. Yet we also realize that those

just people. Again, they’re not the devil. And if we

other people are also worth fighting for. They are

realize this, then maybe our cultural polarization

precious to God—as are we—because Jesus died for

can begin to heal, and our fears be calmed. And in-

them as well. A Jesus’ worth. That’s how much

stead of avoiding people—ending friendships and

they’re worth to our heavenly Father.

estranging family—we can enjoy one another as
God has intended and desires for all people.

It’s as St. Paul says, “For we do not wrestle

Therefore, as we go into this new year of 2022,
let us go out of our way and do the harder thing.

Let’s interact with others, reaching out to those

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,

we’ve perhaps offended or been hurt by, not with

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers

judgment and accusation, but with love and kind-

over this present darkness, against the spiritual forc-

ness. Let us also talk with the cashier, the barista,

es of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). Our

and with our neighbors and acknowledge them as

battle is with the devil, not with other people. So we

people just like us—people whom God loves, for

are given to love others. As St. John writes,

whom Christ has died, and who likewise want to

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is

live quiet and peaceful lives. If we do this, then per-

from God, and whoever loves has been born of

haps 2022 will be a better year for us and for our

God and knows God. Anyone who does not

society. †
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LCMSU Caroling and Christmas Party
By Vicar Gabriel Aiello

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!

USYA board. We are very grateful for the kind gen-

Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into His pres-

erosity from USYA, and especially to Jane and Linda

ence with singing! For the Lord is good; His stead-

who set up the meal and stayed to clean up after. At

fast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all

the meal, there were chips, dips, cookies, sweets, hot

generations” (Ps 100:1, 5.)

chocolate, cider, and other snacks. We enjoyed the

This year LCMSU at Ball State was blessed with
an opportunity to go caroling. Four students, Ben,
McKenna, Peter, and Dylan, went caroling along

food, each-other’s company, and also a few rounds
of UNO.
I am grateful that I was able to go caroling with

with three Church Members, Dwight, Tresa, and

LCMSU this year. Together, we were able to sing

Alex. Katie, Clara, and I also came along. Our carol-

many wonderful hymns and bring joy to many

ing group met up in the church’s fellowship hall.

church members. I pray that both I and my fellow

There, we practiced the hymns that we planned on

carolers have many more opportunities to do so in

singing. We first went to Westminster Village to see

the future. As the Psalmist says, “Oh come, let us

Lee Kerkhoff and Becky Levihn. We were warmly

sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the

dressed in the expectation that we would have to

rock of our salvation! For he is our God, and we are

sing outside their windows due to COVID-19 re-

the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his

strictions, but happily learned that Westminster

hand” (Ps 95:1, 7.) †

would let us sing carols inside. We signed in at the

front and then met Lee in a hallway. She was very
glad that we came. After singing four of our carols,
we finished with “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”
and then went to see Becky. We met Becky at Bingo
and were able to sing to all the residents playing
Bingo. After we finished singing and wishing a Merry Christmas, we headed out of Westminster.
Next, we went to see Jim and Judy McCoy.
While there, Jim and Judy sang along with us, and
gave everyone a piece of candy before we left. We
then went to see Carol Koss. Carol also sang with us
and even offered to let someone play the songs on
her piano. Since we hadn’t practiced playing the
hymns on a piano, we just sang acapella. Finally, we
went to see Debby Taylor. Debby was glad to see the
carolers, especially little Clara. After we finished
singing, we returned to the church for the LCMSU
Christmas Party.
In the church’s fellowship hall, we were greeted

by a meal that was prepared by members of the
5

Children’s Christmas Program

The children of Grace delivered a great message for their Children’s Christmas Program on 12/12/21. The
Cast consisted of Daniel Ludwig, Olivia Taylor, Danica Foist, Jordyn Hughes, Anna Ludwig, Ben Ludwig,
Layla Taylor, Lawrence Bowdell, Forrest Hill, John Bowdell, Abel Hill, James Hill, Audramae Stephens, Lanie
Taylor and Wyatt Wehmueller. Behind the scenes Melinda Huber as Director, Carrie Hill, Cathy Branscome,
Pam Addison, and Lori Foist as assistants. Daniel Ludwig played his flute for preservice music, Allyson Price
sang a beautiful solo for us as well as the handbell choir directed by Judi Pape and music played by Dick
Grill.

6

Graduates – Justin Franzwa and Nick Price
Justin Franzwa has been

Nick Price has been com-

attending Grace for four

ing to Grace his whole life,

years while at Taylor Uni-

even before his birth in his

versity. On January 29, 2022

mother’s womb. Nick

he will be graduating with a

comes from a family born

Bachelor’s of Arts degree in

and raised here at Grace,

Business Management. He is

and was Baptized and

also an Eagle Scout and en-

Confirmed here. Some of

joys football. After college he

you may have even taught

plans on working as a manager to the football coach,

him in Sunday School or VBS. We haven’t seen

potentially at his former high school and other

Nick that often these past few years, because he has

schools. He is very exciting about becoming a man-

been away at College and is only able to come

ager to the football coach and seeing what other op-

“home” during breaks from school. Just a few

portunities may open up.

weeks ago on December 12, Nick graduated with a

Justin said having a church to go to while he was

Bachelor’s degree in Finance from Western Michi-

away was very helpful and he is grateful for being

gan University. He is now looking for a job in the

invited to the LCMSU events and having a commu-

Banking and Loan industry or in an office in a fi-

nity of people outside of Taylor. Justin will miss the

nancial department. He is excited about the oppor-

community here at Grace and at Taylor. “It was like

tunity to begin his life and no longer have to take

a home away from home.” His favorite memory of

classes.

Grace is playing archery with Randy and the other
members of LCMSU and Grace.
Justin would like to say “thank you all so much

“The love and encouragement I have received
from Grace and the members throughout my years,
supporting and helping me has always motivated

for the support over the years, It has been really

me to keep going.” Some of Nick’s favorite memo-

helpful to me.” We will miss seeing Justin each Sun-

ries from WMU are “going to hockey and football

day, and congratulations on his graduation. We look

games with my friends and my Thursday night

forward to hearing how Christ continues to work

Dungeon and Dragons group”, he will miss all the

through him in his career. Pastor says, “It was an

people he met while he was away.

honor serving Justin as he attended Taylor Universi-

Grace has been a place where Nick can come to

ty. His devotion to and love of Christ was obvious

worship and serve Christ all his life. We congratu-

because of his constant presence in church and at the

late him on his graduation and look forward to

rail. He has matured into a fine, young man and I

having him back home and in the pews with us

wish him every blessing.” Justin has been part of the

once again. Pastor Mackey says, “watching Nick

LCMSU with all four of our Vicars. Vicar Aiello

grow over the years into the man he is today has

would like to say, "It has been a great pleasure to

been a joy. I have always thought of him as very

have Justin here at Grace this past semester. I have

capable and intelligent. His graduation is just his

always enjoyed hearing him at Thursday Bible Stud-

latest success. I look forward to seeing how Christ

ies and seeing him on Sunday. I pray that God

will use him in the years to come and how Nick

would bless all of Justin’s future endeavors."

will continue to succeed.”
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Thank Yous
Dear Saints at Grace:

Dear Saints of Grace:

Thank you once again for your generosity this Christ-

Katie and I would like to thank you all for the gen-

mas. The greatest joy was seeing so many of you at our

erosity shown this Christmas. We are grateful for

Divine Services (three days’ of church!) and at our Chil-

the many letters, gifts, and goodies that we have

dren’s Christmas Program. As your pastor, our fellow-

received. Your kind words fill our hearts with joy,

ship together around Christ’s Word and Sacraments

and the delicious treats will fill our bellies for quite

means everything to me. Brenda and I are so very

some time!

grateful to God for the gift of His Son and for the gift of
this congregation of Grace.

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Mackey

We are very grateful that we were able to celebrate
the birth of our Savior with you this year. This

Christmas was the first Christmas that we were not
home with either Katie or my parents, so having
your support and kindness meant a lot to us.
Grace has been a blessing to me and my family

Dear members of Grace:
Since I graduated from Ball State, I have moved on. I
wanted to thank you for being my home church for the

these six months that we have been here, and I look
forward to spending the next six with you. Thank
you so much!

four years I was at Ball State.

In Christ,

Merry Christmas!

Your Vicar and his family,

Hailley Pearl Peters

Gabriel, Katie, and Clara Aiello.

We received this thank you note with a donation mailed in by
Hailley.

Dear members of Grace:
I would like to thank all of you who have donated anything to the food pantry this year. Whether it has been

food, monetary donations, or just taking the time to
come in and help with packing up and distributing the
food on pantry days. It seems that no matter how low
we get on things, Grace comes through with whatever
we need. We are able to help not only members of
Grace but also members of our local community. Thank
you all so much.
Ann Willmann
Board of Parish Services
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Announcements
Taking Down the Greens
Volunteers are needed Wednesday 1/5 after

Altar Flower Chart
If you would like to purchase the altar flowers

midweek service to help put the Christmas trees

to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to

away and the Aisle candles. Please plan to lend a

beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the

hand.

Sunday that you would like to purchase write your

Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need
pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure
you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule
a phone call, home visit, through-the-window chat,
or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what
fits your needs. Contact the office in order to
schedule these.

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will meet on Monday 1/10 and
1/24 at 1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting or want to
learn some of the talents our ladies of Grace have,
join them in the Parish Hall.

Pantry Needs
We are in need of most things: laundry

name and what we are celebrating. If you will not
be attending church in person soon, feel free to call
Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the
church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be

happy to put your name on the chart. If you would
like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the
shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a
“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.
The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.

Clothe A Child
Last Month we partnered with A Better Way
and helped provide for all the children within the
program and in need at the time. We shopped for 8

children and had all the clothes and Bible or Bible
story delivered by mid-December. A big “thank
you” to Robyn Clamme for organizing this event

Detergent, dish soap, paper towels, toilet paper,

and to all those who helped by donating, shopping,

cereal, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, pork and beans,

and delivering the packages. Grace has participated

tuna helper, canned fruit, spaghetti sauce. Thank

with A Better Way for many years, even though it is

you for all your donations.

handles a little differently since Covid-19. We are

LWML Sunday/Mighty Mites

still so thankful to do our part and Clothe the

Mite boxes are available in the back of the

sanctuary. All contributions are greatly appreciated.

children as well as give them the Bible or Bible story
sharing the love of Christ.
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

1/1

1/1

Dave Heinkel

Carol Doctor

Rob Myers

Lori Foist

1/3

Owen Crone

Jane Harman

1/9

Debra Roberts

Darren Hindsley

1/10

John Bowdell

Amy Miller

1/12

Jennifer Hill

1/13

Shauna Hidy

Jordan Myers

Todd Walker

Melissa Myers

1/17

Matthew Atsinger

Rob Myers

1/17

John Harman

Zachary Myers

1/20

1/6

Austin Myers

Boston Parks

1/8

Ruth Bergman

Roger Doctor

1/9

Danny Mackey

Janet Walker

1/16

Linda Overfield

1/21

Carol Doctor

Emilee Smith

1/22

Mitchell Bowdell

1/17

Zach Overfield

1/23

Ann Ludwig

1/22

John Bowdell

Brian Ludwig

1/26

Kaden Paul

1/24

Becky Levihn

1/27

Mike Marks

1/28

Carol Bowdell

1/28

Debra Roberts

Lucas Overfield

1/29

Jerry Cook

1/31

Mitchell Bowdell

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may directly contact Diana
James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Ruth Bergman, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, and Debby Taylor

†

Health: Bill and Shirley Berger, Kelli Bunn, Mindy Coffey, John Dillman, Allie Freel, Andrew Garcia,
Chris Garrett, Rita Graft, J. D. Howard, Reece Mann, Barb McConnell, Jason Partin, Rodney Schadler,
Dan Sears, Gene Shiveley, Jacob Sutton, Larry Walker, and Tresa Wildman

†

Comfort: Families of Ronnel Deeg, Shirley McCammon, Gary Oliver, Silas Renegar, and Helen Schakel

†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe

†

Armed Forces: Jonathan Atsinger, Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Austin McMillan,
Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden Parsons, and Cory Robertson

†

Thanksgivings and praise: Thank you to the LCMSU, USYA, Board of Education, and Board of Elders
for providing Meals before our Midweek Advent Services; For the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ; For
God healing Rich LaGrange; for being able to remain open and provide services during the pandemic.

10

11

Mon

Sunday after the

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m.
Planning Council

18

The Confession of
St. Peter

Kokomo Circuit
Winkel at

25 The

Conversion of
St. Paul

8:30 a.m. Matins
12:00 p.m. Food
Pantry

17

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

Timothy, Pastor and
Confessor

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace
Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

24 St.

11

30

20

8:30 a.m.
Matins
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study

13

8:30 a.m.
Matins
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study

Epiphany
of Our Lord
6 The

Thurs

27

28

21

14

7

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Office Closed 1/3

8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. Matins
Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

St. Titus, Pastor and
Confessor

26

8:30 a.m. Matins
Confessions
6:00 p.m. Private
Study at St.
Confession
Peter’s, Indy
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

19

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

12

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace
Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

5

Wed

4

Tues

10

Fourth Sunday after the 31
8:30 a.m. Matins
Epiphany
8:00 a.m. Divine Service 6:15 p.m. Handbells
9:20 a.m. Sunday School 7:10 p.m. Choir
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

23 Third

Sunday after the
Epiphany
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Epiphany
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

16 Second

9 First

Sunday after the
Epiphany
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

2

3
Second Sunday after
Office Closed
Christmas
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Sun

January 2022
Fri

29

22

15

1

Sat
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - January 2022
January 2, 2022 – Second Sunday after Christmas
*The Epiphany of Our Lord Observed
Ps 96:1-8; Is 60:1-6; Mt 2:1-12
“Inclusive” Sermon Text: Mt 2:1-12
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
A word that is mentioned often is “inclusive.”
The Christian Church, the kingdom of Christ, is wonderfully inclusive. Who is in the Church? Sinners are,
and that is good news for all of us.
January 9, 2022 – First Sunday after the Epiphany
*The Baptism of Our Lord Observed
Ps 29; Rm 6:1-11; Lk 3:15-22
“Baptized into Christ!” Sermon Text: Lk 3:21-22
Rev. Shayne Jonker
“For if we have been united with him in a death like
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his” (Rm 6:5). Today we celebrate the Baptism of
our Lord in the Jordan, God in the flesh, and so also
we celebrate our Baptism into Christ. What a great
comfort in the midst of temptation and trial, sin and
death, and every distress that we can say to ourselves, “I am baptized into Christ!”
January 16, 2022 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Ps 128; Is 62:1-5; Jn 2:1-11
“Observing Changes” Sermon Text: Jn 2:1-11
Rev. Paul Shoemaker

Jesus revealed the truth of His divine nature by
performing miraculous signs and wonders. The first
of these miraculous signs were performed at a wedding in Cana where He changed water into wine.
With this miracle, Jesus began to reveal His true nature and His reason for coming to the world.
January 23, 2022 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Ps 19:7-14; Ne 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Lk 4:16-30
“Rejected?” - Sermon Text: Luke 4:16-30 Rev. William Mueller
It is far too easy to look down upon the people of
Nazareth for rejecting Jesus. Upon closer examination, however, the same sin has stained our lives as
well. What are we to do? Listen in to what Jesus actually has to say and be encouraged that the Spirit of
the Lord is upon Him!
January 30, 2022 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Ps 71:1-12; 1Co 12:31b-13:13; Lk 4:38-41
“Forsake Me Not” - Sermon Text: Psalm 71:9 Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
What do we do when life circumstances exact
their toll not only on our bodies but also on our spirits? Our prayer, “Forsake Me Not,” is answered by
the amazingly preserving presence of our Savior Jesus Christ!
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