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The Reconciliation of Jacob and Esau, Peter Paul Rubens, 1624

The LORD make His face shine upon you, Part Two
By Pastor Danny Mackey

This month we continue to learn what it means that

ly, servants, and herds in retribution (Gn 32:6-7). In-

God shows His face. We are further exploring this

stead of a slaughter, we have a wonderful reconcilia-

question, which will help us to learn how to bear

tion. Jacob’s encounter with God at Peniel (Gn 32:22-

God’s face for others. Indeed, in this second part, we

32) and his encounter with his brother Esau (Gn 33:1

look at how beholding one’s face is related to for-

-15) are inextricably entwined. The language of face

giveness. The story of two brothers, Jacob and Esau,

connects both of them and provides understanding

illustrate this for us.

of both.
To prepare the hearer for Peniel (face of God),

“I have seen God face to face…”
Jacob, who is named Israel, wrestled with God

which bridges these two encounters (and bridges the
relationship between these two brothers!), Moses

and with man—and won! He beheld the face of God

uses panim (face) five times in Genesis 32:20b-21.

and so called the place Peniel ( ,)“פְּ נּואֵ לFor I have seen

For [Jacob] thought, “I may appease him

God face to face, and yet my life has been deliv-

with the present that goes ahead of me, and af-

ered” (Gn 32:30). But Jacob only said this after his

terward I shall see his face. Perhaps he will ac-

encounter with God on the bank of the Jabbok. Be-

cept me.” So the present passed on ahead of

fore that point, he didn’t know if God still had His

him, and he himself stayed that night in the

face turned toward Jacob, that God still had favor

camp.

toward Jacob.
Why? Jacob had sinned against his brother
years earlier by stealing Esau’s birthright (Gn 25).
Now, Jacob is afraid that Esau and his 400 fighting

“I may appease him [cover his
face]” (propitiate)
“present that goes ahead of me [go before my
face]” (precede)

men across the river will kill Jacob and all his fami3

“afterward I shall see his face” (come before

him, confront)

face is like seeing the face of God, because Esau for-

gives out of love for his brother—which reflects the

“Perhaps he will accept me [raise my
face]” (accept me/forgive me)

very same reason God wrestles with Jacob the night
before: love and grace.

“present passed on ahead
of him [of his
face]” (present passed
on)

Dr. Luther expresses this in the Fifth

“...Esau forgives out of love
for his brother – which re-

Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:
And forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against

To spell it out, Jacob is presenting

flects the very same reason

us.

Esau gifts of atonement.

God wrestles with Jacob the

What does this mean?

“Propitiate” means “win or regain favor by doing something

night before: love and grace.”

that pleases” (compare Pr 16:14;

We pray in this petition that our
Father in heaven would not look at
our sins, or deny our prayer be-

Nu 25:4, 11, 13). Jacob hopes he will “cover [Esau’s]

cause of them. We are neither worthy of the

face (of anger)” with the “gifts that go before my

things for which we pray, nor have we de-

face” so that “when [Jacob] see[s] his face” “[Esau]

served them, but we ask that He would give

will raise my face (with acceptance and for-

them all to us by grace, for we daily sin

giveness).”

much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and

“For I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of God…”
And it works! Jacob wins Esau’s favor. There’s
reconciliation between the two brothers. This was
foreshadowed in Genesis 32:30 with the name
Peniel. Jacob has God’s face turned toward him in
favor. And then, in Genesis 33:8-10, Jacob declares
that he sees that very same face in Esau’s face:
Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To find
favor in the sight of my lord.” But Esau said,

“I have enough, my brother; keep what you
have for yourself.” Jacob said, “No, please, if
I have found favor in your sight, then accept
my present from my hand. For I have seen
your face, which is like seeing the face of
God, and you have accepted me.”
Let’s explore this a bit further. When Jacob
encountered God and saw Him face to face, did he
give God any presents? No, he did quite the opposite, right? Jacob pinned God and said, “I will not let
you go unless you bless me” (Gn 32:26b). Esau’s

gladly do good to those who sin against us.

Dr. Luther tells us clearly that God forgives us
by grace, that is, only because of how He has chosen
to regard us. We have His favor not because of anything we do, but simply because of who He is and
how He wants to be in relation to us. Thus we learn
that the forgiveness we have toward others ought
not be conditional upon what others do and say.
Rather, we need to ask who we are and how we
want to relate to others.
Esau was a child of Isaac and a brother to Jacob. Though Jacob stole his inheritance, Esau didn’t
want to lose that. He could’ve continued to be estranged from his brother. Worse yet, Esau had the
power to murder Jacob and his family. But Esau
chose to accept Jacob. They were reconciled. Likewise, our heavenly Father chooses us and all people, desiring that we all be forgiven. Indeed, He has
reconciled the world to Himself in His Son. By His
Son, the Father can accept us and look upon us with

love and grace.†
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Luther posting his 95 Theses, Ferdinand Pauwel

Luther’s Ninety-five Theses
By Vicar Gabriel Aiello

504 years ago on October 31st, 1517, Martin Lu-

as saving the sinner from condemnation to Hell.

ther posted his newly finished 95 theses against in-

However, they thought that the penitent still had to

dulgences. He also sent a copy to the Archbishop of

pay for his sins. An analogy that could be used is to

Mainz. Luther had preached several sermons

think of the sinner as a cup. To enter heaven, the cup

against these indulgences because they had caused

had to be full of grace. If the cup was not full when a

many issues within his church. He wrote these the-

Christian died, that Christian would be sent to pur-

ses in order to debate and discuss them with other

gatory. There, he would do acts of penance in order

theologians. It began, “Out of love for the truth and

to earn grace until the cup was filled.

from desire to elucidate it, the Reverend Father Mar-

Indulgences claimed to fill the cup with grace

tin Luther, … intends to defend the following state-

just like good works. The assertion was that some

ments and to dispute on them in that place. … He

Christians, namely the saints, had been overflowing

asks that those who cannot be present and dispute

with grace when they died. This grace was collected

(in person) … do so … by letter. In the name of our

in a vault that the Pope had access to. The Pope,

Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.”

then, could pour out the extra grace into the cups of

These indulgences that Luther argued against

sinners to free them from years of purgatory. These

had developed from the Roman Catholic Church’s

indulgences were sold to raise funds for the Church

understanding of grace. Rome viewed the for-

of Rome.

giveness from Christ, which we receive in Baptism,
5

Pope Leo X, who granted the indulgences in Lu-

not to trust in indulgences, and in thesis 76 he stated

ther’s time, granted them to pay for St. Peter’s Ca-

that indulgences could not remove even the smallest

thedral. Although other popes had granted indul-

sin.

gences before, these indulgences were particularly

Luther discussed the authority which the Pope

egregious. These indulgences claimed to remove the

held. In theses 5, 20, and 21, Luther argued that the

guilt of even the worst sin. One such sin that the in-

pope could only remit the penalties that the pope

dulgences claimed to forgive was violating the Vir-

imposed. Luther also argued against using the abu-

gin Mary, a claim which Luther rightly called mad-

sive sale of indulgences to build St. Peter’s Basilica

ness in Thesis 75.
One serious issue that Luther addressed in his theses

was the claim that indulgences
could cover the sins of the
dead who were in purgatory.

in theses 51, 82, and 86. Despite

… full remission of penalty and

his grievances against the sale of

guilt is already granted to all truly

indulgences, Luther still trusted

repentant Christians, living or
dead, even without a letter of in-

Johann Tetzel, a prominent in-

dulgence.

the pope’s sincerity and assumed that the pope was unaware of the practices that occurred. This can be seen in the-

dulgence seller, was known for

sis 50 where he writes, “If the

saying that ‘As soon as the coin in the coffer rings,

pope knew the exactions of the indulgence preach-

the soul from purgatory springs.’ This lead many to

ers, he would rather that the basilica of St. Peter

buy indulgences in the hope that it would aid their

were burned to ashes than built up with the skin,

parents and other loved ones who had died. Luther

flesh, and bones of his sheep.” He also wrote in the-

argued against this in theses 27 and 28, saying that

sis 91 that indulgences were not “preached accord-

instead of a soul being released from purgatory, “…

ing to the spirit and intention of the pope.”

greed and avarice can be increased….” Luther ar-

After a time, however, Luther realized that

gued in thesis 8 that penalties cannot be imposed on

many of the issues present were rooted in the inac-

the dead. In thesis 13, Luther argued further that

curate understanding of grace and papal authority.

death frees the Christian from such penalties.

In “The Babylonian Captivity of the Church,” which

Luther argued against offering forgiveness of

he wrote in 1520, Luther compared Rome and the

sins for a monetary payment. He wrote in theses 81–

pope to Babylon, stating that they held the Church

89 that this practice raised serious and difficult

in captivity.

questions from the laity. One such question was

Through Martin Luther, God was able to bring

“why would the pope not release every soul from

the full comfort of the Gospel to His Church. This

purgatory for the sake of holy love if he would re-

free gift of Grace was well expressed by Luther in

lease an infinite number for the sake of money?”

the Smalcald Articles where he wrote that confes-

Luther argues in theses 36 and 37 that full re-

sion is not false or uncertain, because whoever con-

mission of penalty and guilt is already granted to all

fesses that “all in him is nothing but sin compre-

truly repentant Christians, living or dead, even

hends all sins, excludes none, forgets none,” and

without a letter of indulgence. Luther went even

that the satisfaction is not uncertain because “it is

further to say in thesis 32 that putting the certainty

not our uncertain, sinful work, but it is the suffering

of salvation in the indulgences would lead to con-

and blood of the innocent Lamb of God who taketh

demnation. In theses 49 and 52, Luther urged people

away the sin of the world.”†
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MOST Mission Trip
Linda Cook and Jane Harman went to Guatema-

fitter. Dale, a tester, would adjust the lens on the

la with MOST Ministries Eyeglass Team 2114 from

people while Jane pointed at the picture on the wall

August 28-September 4. Former member and

to see which lens was best for them. Then they

Linda’s brother Dale Huhnke joined them as well as

would go over to Linda, the giver, who would pro-

others from Florida, Oklahoma, and Detroit. While

vide the pair of glasses that fit their needs best.

they were away I received photos and a blog here

There were others that would help with the fitting

are some of the highlights. Dale had the job of pho-

of the glasses too.

tographer and gave us some great photos.
Each person was assigned a task for the team as
well as a job for the mission. Dale and Jane were assigned photography so they took care of taking the

Linda, Jane, and Dale will be giving us a presentation on Sunday, October 17 to share some photos
and tell us more about their mission trip.
To learn more about MOST Ministries and their

majority of the photos for the team. Linda was as-

mission visit their webpage at

signed music so she put together a book of hymns

www.mostministries.org

for them sing after their devotions and other times.
Some of the jobs were a tester, pointer, giver and
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“Our Hearts in His Hand” is the theme for LWML Sunday 2021 and is based on

Peter’s first letter to persecuted Christians in Asia Minor. In chapter 4:8, Peter
tells them, Above all, keep loving one another earnestly. The heart of the LWML is its
members; our hearts have been made holy by God. We are fully dedicated to
serving Him, by serving His Church at home and abroad. Our hearts for Christ
are in His hand of service, wherever and when He has need of us.

2021–2023 LWML Mission Goal: $2,150,000
2021–2023 Mission Grants
1. Deaconess Ministry Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch — Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, $81,680 — Featured
September 2021
2. Healing the Invisible Wounds of War through Horses — Spirit Warrior, Central Maine, $95,000 — Featured
October 2021
3. Thirst to Learn: Bible Books for Africa’s Children — Lutheran Heritage Foundation, $100,000
4. Making the Next Generation of Disciples for Life — LCMS Life Ministry, $92,000
5. Helping Hands for Lutheran Deaf Outreach — Lutheran Deaf Outreach, $50,000
6. Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients — Phil’s Friends, $70,000
7. Training Pastors to Serve the Church in Russia — Lutheran Theological Seminary, Novosibirsk, Siberia,
$100,000
8. Light of Christ in Eastern Europe — Mission Central, $56,000
9. Propelling the Gospel — LAMP Ministry, Inc., $65,000
10. Educating Pastors in Africa — Mission Central, $100,000
11. Redeeming Life Maternity Home, Illinois Expansion — Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries, $100,000
12. Mercy Medical Care for Tanzania — Mwadui Lutheran School and Community, $68,182
13. Gospel Outreach to Women and Children in Mongolia — Lutheran Hour Ministries, $100,000
14. Caring for and Sharing Christ with Hurting People — Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, $100,000
15. The Littlest and Least of These, Dallas, Texas — St. Paul Lutheran Church and Christian Academy,
$42,000
16. Bring the Inner-City Children to Camp — Lutheran Valley Retreat, Colorado, $25,000
17. Spiritual and Physical Food for Children of Peru — La Mision Luterana del Peru, $56,750
18. “Ends of Earth” Scholarships — Mission Opportunities Short Term (MOST) Ministries, $50,000
19. Sharing Jesus’ Love in India — Lutheran Braille Workers, $100,000
20. Mission & Outreach to the Least of These — Victory Lutheran Church, K. I. Sawyer Community, $51,356
21. Mercy House Belize Lutheran Campus — Belize Mission Society, $100,000
22. Ministry Vehicle Fund, Ethiopia and Sierra Leone — Lutheran Bible Translators, $70,000
23. Showing God’s Love in the International District, Albuquerque, New Mexico — God Cares About You
Mission, $98,000
24. Reaching the Homebound with God’s Word — Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. (DBA Worship Anew),
$100,000
25. Missionaries to America Project — Mission Nation Publishing, $88,000
26. Strengthening the Lutheran Mission to Kuna, Idaho — Friendship Celebration Lutheran Church,
$100,000
27. Expanding God’s Love in Uganda — LCMS Office of International Mission, Africa Region, $92,000
28. Christ-Centered Materials for Hmong Language School and Outreach — St. Paul Hmong Outreach Ministries, $70,208
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Confirmations and Baptism
On Sunday 9/5 Olivia Taylor was confirmed in front of the
congregation after completing her two years in the confir-

Picture to be added

mation class. Even with multiple breaks do to the quarantines for Covid , Olivia completed her class and will gladly
join us in taking the Lord’s Supper on Sundays. We are so
excited for Olivia and know she will continue to set a good
example for her sisters.
On Sunday 9/26 both Anthony Huber and Darren Paul
were confirmed in front of the congregation after completing the adult instruction course with Pastor. Even
with busy schedules, Darren having a baby and Anthony getting married this month, they made time for
Pastor to complete the course with them and to teach
them in order to be able to enjoy the Lord’s Supper
with us. We look forward to seeing the Paul family as
they all continue to grow in Christ. And we look forward to seeing Anthony join our family and the Otwinowski and Huber families become one.
As stated above on Sunday 9/26 we also had the baptism of little Mason Anthony Paul, son of Erica and
Darren Paul. We are so thankful to have the Paul family with us and get to see their two little boys grow in
faith. We look forward to hearing the little baby coos in
the pews and seeing both boys in Sunday school.
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Stewardship Month
“The eyes of all are lifted to thee in hope and thou give us food when it is due. With open and bountiful hand, thou give
what they desire, to every living creature” (Psalm 145:15-16).
October is Stewardship Month. It’s a time for us when we will dedicate our pledges for 2022. About
to think about the gifts we receive through our faith

the 20th of October, you will be receiving a letter and

and our church and to express our thankfulness

a pledge card in the mail. Please give prayerful con-

through bold stewardship action. The above verse

sideration to making your pledge this year, as your

from Psalms is appropriate today. Indeed, through

personal situation allows. The pledge card can be

our church, our “eyes have been lifted in hope” dur-

mailed to the church or brought in person on Stew-

ing the challenges of a pandemic, a rocky economy,

ardship Sunday. If you have not pledged before,

problems both at home and overseas. We can be

please consider doing so this year. Pledges are vital

grateful that Grace Lutheran Church, our Pastor and

to our planning for 2022.

Vicar have continued to bring God's Word and Sacraments to us all, and this year we can be especially
grateful to God for preserving our health and many of
our jobs. Stewardship is about thankfulness for God’s
“open and bountiful hand.”
We have an opportunity for us to express our

Our boards have done an excellent job in managing expenses, but the majority of our expenses are
fixed and continue. In thankfulness, let us be generous in giving thanks to God for His gifts, especially
the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation given
through Christ’s Word and Sacraments.

thankfulness on Stewardship Sunday, October 24th,
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Announcements
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will meet on Monday 10/11 and

Volunteers for Rides to Church
We are in need of some volunteers to help bring

Monday, 10/25 at 1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting or

a member to and from church. If you are able to

want to learn some of the talents our ladies of Grace

help at all please contact Kelli in the church office at

have, join them in the Parish Hall.

(765) 282-2537.

Pastoral Care

Pastor Appreciation Month

During these strange times you still need

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. There

pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure

will be a small basket on the back table for the

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

month. If you would like to drop a card, letter, or

a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,

small gift off please do so by October 10. We would

or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what

like to give it to him that Sunday, since is Pastor

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to

Appreciation Sunday. If you need to drop

schedule these.

something off during the week just call the office

LWML Sunday/Mighty Mites
October is LWML Sunday. Mite boxes available
in the back of the sanctuary. All contributions are
greatly appreciated.

Altar Flower Chart
If you would like to purchase the altar flowers
to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to
beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the
Sunday that you would like to purchase write your
name and what we are celebrating. If you will not
be attending church in person soon, feel free to call
Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the
church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be
happy to put your name on the chart. If you would

like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the
shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a
“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.
The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.

Pantry Needs
We are in need of most things: paper products,

and we can arrange a time for you to do so.

Parish Services/ Thanksgiving
As the month of October has arrived we need to
start thinking about the holidays which are fast
approaching. We are looking at what the next

couple of months entail. For the month of
November our Parish services desires to help
members, extended family of members, or referrals
by Grace members, who are in need. You can help
by donating Thanksgiving items such as: boxed
potatoes, corn bread mix, pie filling, yams, sweet
potatoes, canned cranberry sauce, corn, green
beans, etc. or by donating money to help with the
purchasing of these items. All monetary donations
can be given directly to Ann Willmann or put in the
offering plate with the memo saying Thanksgiving
Baskets. We will also be looking for volunteers to
help put these baskets together the week of
Thanksgiving. If you know of someone who you
feel would benefit from a Thanksgiving basket or
would like to volunteer to help please contact Ann

laundry soap, dish soap, cereal, boxed potatoes,

Willmann at (765) 499-0382, or the church office

jelly, pancake, syrup, pork and beans, canned corn,

at (765) 282-2537.

tuna helper, canned fruit, pasta, and spaghetti

sauce. Thank you for all your donations.
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

10/1

Jacob Ludwig

10/1

Sherri Clamme

10/2

10/6

Jeff Wehmueller

10/2

Erica Paul

10/7

John Pape

10/3

Katelyn Branscome

Norm Stalbaum

Dlynn Melo

10/8

Melinda Otwinowski

10/4

Lawrence Bowdell

10/9

Dick Grill

10/9

Hannah Hill

10/12 Bob Janek
Mike Mark
10/15 Abel Hill

10/11 Ross Boyd
10/12 Amy Addison
Shea Hill

10/16 Daniel Ludwig

10/15 Roman Parks

10/17 Jeff Crone

10/17 Jacob Ludwig

Alexandra Shaeffer
10/18 Brad Brammer
10/19 Garrett Cahoe
Renee Hughes
10/21 Hazel Hindsley

Jim and Laura Shaeffer,
celebrating 28 years

10/11 Joe and Renee Hughes,
celebrating 13 years
10/17 Eric and Debbie McCoy,
celebrating 23 years
10/19 Debbie and Kyle Roberts,
celebrating 2 years
10/29 Zachary and Emily Stephens,
celebrating 5 years

10/19 Pam Addison
Jackie Trusedell
10/22 Pat Mark
10/27 Eliakim Coleman
10/30 Elise Boyd

Mary Painter
10/26 Austin Brammer
10/27 Eliakim Coleman
10/31 Rick Hill

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Ruth Bergman, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, and Debby Taylor

†

Health: Chris Aiello, Shirley Berger, Kelli Bunn, Rita Graft, J. D. Howard, John Keton, Rich LaGrange,
Reece Mann, Marilyn Miller, Bonnie Overstreet, Logan Ryan, Rodney Schadler, Gene Shiveley, Jacob

Sutton, Dave Stout, and Elizabeth Van Hemert
†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe

†

Armed Forces: Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden Parsons, and
Cory Robertson

†

Thanksgivings and praise: For a successful mission and safe return of the Guatemala Team 2114,
including Linda Cook and Jane Harman; for Amanda Thorneycroft healing and recovering well from
her back surgery; for Carrie Sue continuing to heal from her back surgery; for the confirmation of Olivia
Taylor, Anthony Huber, and Darren Paul; for Rev. and Mrs. Van Hemert announcing Elizabeth’s
pregnancy, due in 2022; for Rev. Dr. Robinson filling in while Pastor Mackey is on vacation; for the birth
of Amelia on 9/8, daughter of Kelli and Zach Bunn, friends of Emily Nickels; for the baptism of Mason

Anthony Paul, son of Darren and Erica Paul; God continuing to heal Munkei Keton;
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Sunday after
8:30 a.m. Matins

12

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

11

26

8:30 a.m. Matins
12:00 p.m. Food
Pantry
7:00 p.m. Elders

25

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

James, Brother of Jesus
and Martyr (Observed)
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

31 Reformation

Day
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

24 St.

7

Thurs

14

20

28St.

Simon and

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

8:30 a.m. Matins
St. Jude, Apostle
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
7:00 p.m. College
Confessions Study
Bible Study

27

7:00 p.m. College
Bible Study
Pastor and Vicar
out of the office
Confession Study

21

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession 7:00 p.m. College
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Bible Study
Confessions Study

13

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession 7:00 p.m. College
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Bible Study
Confessions Study

6

Wed

8:30 a.m. Matins
Pastor and Vicar
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
out of office-Winkel 7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

Luke, Evangelist
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

17 St.

18 St.

19

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

5

Tues

4

Mon

Luke, Evangelist
(Observed)
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

10

Nineteenth Sunday after
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

3 Eighteenth

Sun

October 2021

29

22

15

1

8

Fri

30

James,
Brother of
Jesus and
Martyr

9

23St.

16

2

Sat

We Celebrate Four Feasts in October
St. Luke, Evangelist – October 18 – The beloved physician referred
to by St. Paul, (Col 4:14) presents us with Jesus, whose blood provides the medicine of immorality. As his traveling companion,
Paul claimed Luke’s Gospel as his own for its healing of souls
(Eusebius). Luke traveled with Paul during the second missionary
journey, joining him after Paul received his Macedonian call to
bring the Gospel to Europe (Ac 16:10-17). Luke most likely stayed
behind in Phillippi for seven years, rejoining Paul at the end of the
third missionary journey to Macedonia. He traveled with Paul to
Troas, Jerusalem, and Caesarea, where Paul was imprisoned for
two years (Ac 20:5-21:18). While in Caesarea, Luke may have researched material that he used in his Gospel. Afterward, Luke accompanied Paul on his journey to Rome (Ac 27:1-28:16). .. Luke
also penned the Acts of the Apostles. More than one-third of the
New Testament comes from the hand of the evangelist Luke.

St. James, Brother of Jesus and Martyr – October 23 –Also known as

“James the Just” is referred to by St. Paul as “the Lord’s brother” (Gal 1:19). Some modern theologians believe that James was a
son of Joseph and Mary and, therefore, a biological brother of Jesus.
But throughout most of the Church, Paul’s term “brother” is understood as “cousin” or “kinsman, James is thought to be the son of a
sister of Joseph or Mary who was widowed and had come to live
with them. Along with other relatives of our Lord, James did not
believe in Jesus until after His resurrection (Jn: 7:3-5; 1Co 15:7). After becoming a Christian, James was elevated to a position of leadership within the earliest Christian community. Especially following St. Peter’s departure from Jerusalem, James was recognized as
the bishop of the Church in that holy city (Ac 12:17;15:12ff). According to historian Josephus, James was martyred in AD 62 by being stoned to death by the Sadducees. James authored the Epistle in
the New Testament that bears his name. In it, he exhorts his readers
to remain steadfast in the one true faith, even in the face of suffering and temptation, and to live by faith the life that is in Christ Jesus. Such a faith, he makes clear, is a busy and active thing, which
never ceases to do good, to confess the Gospel by words and acTreasury of Daily Prayer

tions, and to stake its life, both now and forever, in the cross.
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St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles – October 28 – In the lists of the

twelve apostles (Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Lk 6:14-16; Ac 1:13), the
tenth and eleventh places are occupied by Simon the Zealot (or
“Cananaean”) and by Jude (or “Judas,” not Iscariot but “of
James”), who was apparently known also as Thaddaeus. According to early Christian tradition, Simon and Jude journeyed together as missionaries to Persia, where they were martyred. It is likely
for this reason, at least in part, that these two apostles are commemorated on the same day. Simon is not mentioned in the New
Testament apart from the lists of the twelve apostles. Thus he is
remembered and honored for the sake of his office, and thereby

stands before us–in eternity, as in his life and ministry on earth –in
the name and stead of Christ Jesus, our Lord. We give thanks to
God for calling and send Simon, along with Jude and all of the
apostles, to preach and teach the Holy Gospel, to proclaim repentance and forgiveness, and to baptize in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Jn 4:1-2; Mt 10; 28:16-20; Lk 24:46
-49).

Reformation Day – October 31 – On October 31, 1517, an Augustinian monk posted ninety-five statements for discussion on the door
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. Dr. Martin Luther
hoped that posting his theses would bring about an academic debate regarding repentance, the sale of indulgences, and other
matters of concern within the Roman Catholic Church. However,
Rome eventually excommunicated Luther, judging him to be a
heretic. Luther’s reforms, centered on the teaching that a believer
is justified by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, sparked religious
reforms not only in German states but also in many European
countries. In 1667, Elector John George II of Saxony standardized
the custom of observing Luther’s October 31 posting of the Ninetyfive Theses.

Treasury of Daily Prayer
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By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - October 2021
October 3 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 128; Gen 2:18-25; Mk 10:2-16
“What God has Joined” - Sermon Text: Mk 10:9
Rev. Thomas Eggold
Christ’s blood covers all our sins. And no matter
what you have done to damage your family, and
even if you have experienced the tragedy of divorce,
in Christ you are a new creation, and in Him there is
always a good future. God’s forgiveness is life. It is
hope. It is everything.
October 10 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 90:1,12-17; Am 5:6-7, 10-15; Mk 10:17-22
“Follow Me” - Sermon Text: Mk 10:17
Rev. Shayne Jonker
Jesus’ words “follow me” were spoken to you in
Baptism with the water and the Word by the Spirit of
God. And every day, Jesus repeats those words to
you through your Baptism. To follow Jesus means to
die and rise with Jesus, to lose your life in order to
gain it.
October 17 – Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 119:9-16; Ec 5:10-20; Mk 10:23-31
“Live Long and Prosper?”
Sermon Text: Ec 5:10-20
Rev. Paul Shoemaker

For Star Trek fans, the Vulcan greeting of “Live
long and prosper” is well known. But what is true
prosperity? Is it a long life? Is it the accumulation of
wealth? For the Christian it is all about our life in
Christ.
October 24 – Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 126; Jer 31:7-9; Mk 10:46-52
“Let Me See” - Sermon Text: Mk 10:46-52
Rev. William Mueller
In this brief episode of blind Bartimaeus receiving his
sight, we ourselves are led to the dramatic conclusion: we, too, are blind. We have been blinded from
seeing who Jesus really is. And, truly “seeing” our
condition we are led to pray the same prayer as old
blind Bartimaeus – “Let me see!”
October 31, – Reformation Day
Ps 46; Rv 14:6-7; Mt 11:12-19
“Jesus Changes Everything“ - Sermon text: Mt 11:1219
Rev. Dr, Lawrence Rast, Jr.
The people of Jesus’ time expected change, but
when it came, they didn’t like it. The Reformation
was all about change—and we struggle with change,
too. But the presence of Jesus in our lives truly
changes everything.
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