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The LORD make His face shine upon you, Part Three
By Pastor Danny Mackey

This month we continue to learn what it means that

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face

God shows His face. Indeed, in this third part, we

of Jesus Christ (2Co 4:6).

look to Christ Jesus, who reveals God’s face in its

So what is this glory of God? It is Jesus’ dying

fullest.

and rising. His atoning sacrifice for us. Jesus is resolute in His mission to save humanity:

Jesus is the face of God

When the days drew near for Him to be taken

Faces are physical. We’re not talking metaphori-

up [on the cross], He set His face to go to Jerusa-

cal, as if the presence of God alone is His face. Ra-

lem [where He would be crucified] (Lk 9:51).

ther, we want to know how God is present with us.

Jesus’ death and resurrection has revealed to us

And so to behold

His full glory. The

the face of God, we

veil of Moses has

need to consider

been removed and

God taking on hu-

we can see Him

man flesh, putting

clearly—because of

on a flesh-and-

what He’s accom-

blood face by which

plished in His cross

we can behold Him.

and resurrection,

This, of course, He

which alone has

has done in Jesus of

power to trans-

Nazareth, the Word

forms us:

become flesh (Jn

And we all, with

1:14), who makes

unveiled face, be-

known to us both

holding the glory of

the Father and the

the Lord, are being

Spirit. In seeing Je-

transformed into

sus, we see the Fa-

the same image

ther (Jn 12:45).

from one degree of

This is what
the Apostle Paul

Sola Christus, Tom Dubois

preached to the Colossians: “For in [Jesus] all the

glory to another.
For this comes from

the Lord who is the Spirit (2Co 3:18).

fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col 2:9; cf.

This transformation has radical and even divine sig-

Jn 13:31–32; Heb 1:3).

nificance:

Many passages from both Old and New Testa-

Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. In-

ments express that Jesus is the very face of God,

deed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven

teaching what that means for us. The God who cre-

anything, has been for your sake in the presence

ated has revealed His glory in Jesus:

[face] of Christ (2Co 2:10).

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of dark-

ness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light
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God’s face for you

Jesus sends His Church into the world to pro-

The tabernacle and its mercy seat are no more.

claim the Gospel so that people might believe in

Jesus has ascended to the Father. Where is the face of

Him and, by believing in Him, have life in His name

God today? How does God turn and look kindly up-

(Jn 20:31).

on us? Well, we know that just as Esau was to Jacob,
and just as Christ commands one Christian to be

God’s face for the world

toward another, we bear the face of God. This face of

In your Baptism, you were marked as one re-

God indicates His favor, His presence, and His for-

deemed by Christ the crucified. You were washed

giveness. Indeed, Jesus is the ultimate sign of God’s

in Christ’s blood. In those sacred waters, you were

favor (“For God so loved the world…” Jn 3:16),

buried in His death and raised in His resurrection.

God’s presence (“‘And they shall call His name Im-

You were clothed with the robe of Christ’s right-

manuel’ (which means, God with us),” Mt 1:23b;

eousness that covers all your sin. Therefore, you

and “Lo, I am with you always…,” Mt 28:20), and

shall stand before the judgement seat of Christ with-

God’s forgiveness (“As a propitiation by His

out fear. By virtue of your Baptism, you bear Christ

blood,” (Rm 3:25).

and His image—His face—to the world.

This connection between

Dr. Luther says that we are

Jesus and the Father cannot be

Forgiveness cancels debt…

called Christians because we

separated. We see this clearly

forgiveness grants freedom…

are “little Christs” to the

in the Gospel according to St.

world. Jesus declares what

John. Jesus declares that belief

forgiveness restores relationships…

in Him is belief in the Father

And, Christ promises, forgiveness

people will know that you are

who sent Him:

will even result in a resurrected

My disciples, if you have love

“Whoever believes in Me,
believes not in Me but in

body and eternal life.

Him who sent Me” (Jn 12:45).

this looks like: “By this all

for one another” (Jn 13:35).
Indeed, we reflect Christ’s

love to one another. And not just to those within the

Jesus also tells us that to see Him is to see the Fa-

Church, but also to the whole world—because

ther:

Christ died for all people.

“Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father” (Jn
14:9).
Jesus prays for His disciples:

This means we forgive. The pastor exercises
Christ’s forgiveness publicly, and the Christian does
the same privately, that is, within his or her voca-

“As you sent Me into the world, so I have sent

tion and situation in life. This is confirmed by the

them into the world” (Jn 17:18).

very prayer Jesus taught us: the Our Father. This

Jesus declares that the oneness extends to us:

prayer first teaches us that we are children of the

“The glory that you have given Me I have giv-

heavenly Father, who hears our prayers and an-

en to them, that they may be one even as We

swers them for the sake of Christ; and second it

are one, I in them and you in Me, that they may

teaches to forgive as we have been forgiven.

become perfectly one” (Jn 17:22–23b).
And, in this oneness with Him, Jesus sends us:

Forgiveness has great power. Forgiveness cancels debt. And not simply monetary debt but also

“As the Father has sent Me, even so I am send-

the debt of sin. Forgiveness grants freedom, free-

ing you” (Jn 20:21).

dom to live in faith toward God and in fervent love
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toward neighbor. Forgiveness restores relationships,

we are speaking His forgiveness, Christ’s light

fixes broken homes, strengthens the weak, and re-

shines through us and lifts His countenance upon

moves guilt. I’ve beheld immediate healing of rela-

them with our faces.

tionships with a single plea for forgiveness and then

Being God’s face is what Jesus means when He

that forgiveness granted. And, Christ promises, for-

says, “As the Father has sent Me, even so I am send-

giveness will even result in a resurrected body and

ing you” (Jn 20:21). This is the very way the Father

eternal life.

works through His Son: “Whoever has seen Me has

When we speak forgiveness to another person,

seen the Father” (Jn 14:9). Whoever sees us sees

we are the very face of God. After all, it’s not our

Christ and thus sees the Father. It is a great and glo-

forgiveness we speak; rather, it is God’s. The for-

rious responsibility, indeed. An even greater honor

giveness purchased and won on the cross. The for-

and privilege that God would us in such a way!

giveness for which Christ Himself prayed to the Fa-

Therefore, let us bear God’s face to the world so

ther: “Father, forgive them, because they know not

that, when they see us, others may see Christ and

what they do” (Lk 23:34). The forgiveness accom-

thus see the Father. In Him is blessing and keeping,

plished as Jesus breathed His last and gave up His

light and grace, favor and peace.†

spirit: “It is finished!” (Jn 19:28–30). And because

October 20, 2020
Dear saints at Grace:
Thank you for your love. It is my fervent prayer that you experience the full richness of Christ’s gifts to you. I am privileged to
pour myself out for you. Our Lord has blessed me to stand in His
stead and by His command to distribute the gifts of life and salvation. Thank you for receiving such service with glad hearts.
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Mackey
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Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
By Vicar Gabriel Aiello

Thanksgiving is indeed a time for thankfulness

In stanza three, we hear about our Lord’s com-

and praise. Yet instead of singing the hymn, “Song

ing. The tares that were grown ‘unto sorrow’ are

of Thankfulness and Praise,” we sing a hymn that

cast into the fire, but the wheat grown ‘unto joy’ is

shares its tune, “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,”

stored in His garner, or granary, forever. Jesus’ ex-

which is hymn 892 in the Lutheran Service Book. I

planation of this parable helps us understand the

remember singing this hymn every year at the ser-

meaning. Jesus is the sower, the world is God’s own

vice before coming home to Thanksgiving dinner.

field, the faithful believers are the good seeds, the

Before we head onwards through this month, let’s

wicked are the weeds, the final judgement is the

take some time to look at this hymn.

harvest, and the angels are the reapers. Jesus says,

In the first stanza of this hymn, we hear a call to
“Come,” which raises the question: “Where are we

“The Son of Man will send His angels, and they will
gather out of His kingdom all causes of sin and all

coming to?” Our ques-

law-breakers, and throw

tion is answered later in
this stanza by the words
“come to God’s own
temple, come.” We also
hear in the stanza that

them into the fiery fur-

All the world is God’s own field,

nace… Then the right-

Fruit unto His praise to yield;

eous will shine like the

Wheat and tares together sown,

sun in the kingdom of

Unto joy or sorrow grown.

God provides for us.

First, the blade and then the ear,

This providence, both

Then the full corn shall appear.

the earthly providing of
daily bread and the
heavenly providing of

Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be. LSB 892:2

eternal salvation, gives

their Father. He who has
ears, let him hear.”

In the fourth and final stanza of the hymn,
we again hear the petition “Come.” This time,
however, we call for our

us great reason to be “thankful people.” This stanza

Lord to come. This contrasts to the first verse, where

also talks of a harvest, reminding us of the parable

we are called to come together. Here, our Lord Jesus

of the wheat and the tares. This parable, which Jesus

Christ who came to redeem us from our sins comes

taught in Matthew 13, is directly referenced in stan-

again to gather us unto eternal salvation. In this sal-

zas two and three.

vation we shall be made holy and pure, “free from

In the second stanza, we hear that the wheat and

sorrow, free from sin.” Henry Alford, the author of

tares are sown together. In Jesus’ parable, a man

this hymn, had the following phrase inscribed in

sowed good seeds in his field, but his enemies

Latin on his tombstone: “the lodging place of a trav-

sowed tares, or weeds, among the grain. Rather than

eler on his way to Jerusalem.” This saying reminds

pull the weeds and risk damaging his wheat, the

us that our earthly graves are not eternal resting

sower allowed them to grow together until the har-

places, but merely a pause for our bodies before we

vest. The grain grows, as we read from Mark 4 “first

are raised to perfection by our Lord when He gath-

the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.

ers us in that final harvest. Therefore, we can pray as

But when the grain is ripe, at once (the sower) puts

is written in the hymn and in Revelation 22, “Come

in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

quickly, Lord Jesus.”†
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MOST Mission Trip Presentation
Linda Cook and Jane Harman put together a

people be able to see clearly, and how they enjoyed

presentation and shared some of their stories with

seeing the faces light up when they flipped to the

us from their Trip to Guatemala. On Sunday Octo-

right prescription and the client could see clearly. I

ber 17, we sat back and listened as Linda presented

remember as a kid when I got my glasses just look-

what they put together. Their days were packed

ing at all the trees and saying, “Wow! That’s why

with morning devotions, working at the clinic all

Bob Ross paints like that.” I can’t imagine going my

day, gathering together for dinner, and then being

whole life not being able to see all the details within

locked in their gated hotel for the night. We were

God’s creation. How would that affect driving,

told by the time they got back to the hotel they were

working, walking, etc.? I know it would be danger-

wiped out and just ready for bed. The heat was also

ous and challenging for me personally.

draining for them.
We learned about the bracelets that they gave

Linda remarked how odd it was to see policemen jump out of the bed of a pickup truck. Jane was

out and how the different color beads helped to

reminded she’d always have a home in Guatemala

share the Gospel. There are seven beads of specific

when a woman said she wanted to take her home.

colors and strung in a specific order, each having its

Overall, everyone had a great time. While the

own meaning. (See meaning below with photo.)

heat was a bit much for them they pushed through.

These bracelets were so popular they even had a

They enjoyed the food they ate, the friends they

man come back and ask for one for his wife and

made, and the lives they changed–all the while do-

kids. Of course he was allowed to take one to them,

ing God’s work.

but he had to share what each color meant.
We learned how they were able to help so many

To learn more about MOST Ministries visit their
webpage at www.mostministries.org.

Meaning for Witness Bracelets
Clear – God is invisible, pure and holy.
Gray – we are separated from God by our sin.
Red – because God loves us he sacrificed his Son,
Jesus for our sin. Salvation by Christ’s shed blood
White – now God sees as Righteous. Purity and forgiveness of sins.
Blue – we are baptized into the family of God through baptism.
Green – we read the Bible and pray to grow in faith and disciple others.
Yellow – we will receive the crown of life.
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“The Lord is my light and my salvation - whom
shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my lifeof whom shall I be afraid?” Ps 27:1
“For we are God’s workmanship created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.” Eph 2:10
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom
shall I send? And who will go for us? And I said
“Here am I, Send me.” Is 6:8
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New Members

Advent Season is coming

On Sunday, October 10, Matthew and Susan

We will be sending out Advent Devotions again

Atsinger officially joined our congregation. Matt

this year and begin our Advent Midweek ser-

and Susan have been worshipping and sharing in

vices in December. More information will be pro-

Bible study with us for a few years now. We are so

vided in the upcoming weeks.

excited they decided to become members and look

Advent Midweek services will be Wednesdays at

forward to many more years with them as saints of

7:00 p.m. on 12/1, 12/8, 12/15.

Grace.

Special Thanks received
Dear Grace,

It was great to “come home” and be with you all. I
appreciate you all, your generous honorarium, and
your prayers these last months. Your thoughtfulness really means a lot. Thank you and thanks be to
God. Yours in Christ,
Dave Stout

Stained Glass Windows in the Chancel?
Where did this idea come from?
•

Two years ago, a committee was formed to

What are we looking at next?
•

explore how to use memorial funds.
•

Memorial funds are typically used for what

Assembly in November.
•

we want—instead of what we need—to
enhance the congregation’s worship

•

One idea was to put stained glass windows

•

If so, we will solicit bids for the construction
costs.

•

At the following Voters Assembly in 2022

in our chancel, behind the altar.

the project will be presented with its total

Bovard Studios was asked to create designs

estimated cost.

that complement our current windows.
•

The question: Does the Voters Assembly like
the idea enough to pursue it?

experience.
•

The idea will be presented to Voters

We received estimates for the windows—not

•

Then the Voters Assembly will either

approve or decline the project at that time.

including construction of the wall.
•

The idea was approved by the family of the
person in whose name the memorials were
donated.

•

The committee presented the idea to the
Planning Council.
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Message from the Board of Stewardship
Please note the table below.

expenses are actually running $33,779 below our

September was a somewhat unusual month as

budget for nine months due mainly to lower costs

offerings of $9,370 fell below the $13,800 level which

for Ball State programming and lower expenses in-

they have averaged this year. At the same time, ex-

curred by the Board of Elders.

penses in September were $28,199, an unusually

Our investment portfolio, managed by the Lu-

high figure for the month. The result was a “loss” of

theran Foundation, has done well this year. It to-

$14,694 for the month.

taled $507,000 on September 30th. We will be mak-

However, for the full year so far, the picture is

ing a budgeted withdrawal of $20,000 in the fourth

brighter. Total income for the nine months was

quarter to support overall operating expenses for

160,174, while expenses were 162,500, exceeding our

the year.

income by only $2,325, a favorable result relative to

Thanks to faithful members of Grace Lutheran

last year. Offerings through the end of September

Church for exercising caring financial stewardship

were $124,509, almost right at the budget, while in-

again this year. Your support assures continuation

come from other sources remained below budget,

of the many blessings we receive through our

principally because of low real estate rentals. Our

church.

Treasurer's Report-2021
September

End of Month:
INCOME
Actual for
Month

Budget for
Month

Actual Year to Budget Year
Date
to Date

Budget Less
Budget less
Actual for
Actual for Year
Month

Total Income

$13,504.25

$20,987.50

$160,174.76

$188,887.50

$7,483.25

$28,712.74

Offering

$9,370.00

$13,987.50

$124,509.00

$125,887.50

$4,617.50

$1,378.50

Other income

$4,134.25

$7,000.00

$35,665.76

$63,000.00

$2,865.75

$27,334.24

EXPENSES
Actual for
Month
Total Expenses $28,199.08
Actual For this
Month
Income Minus
Expense

$(14,694.83)

Budget for
Month
$21,808.87

Actual Year to Budget Year
Date
to Date

Budget Less
Budget Less
Actual for
Actual for Year
Month

$162,500.38

$(6,390.21)

$196,279.83

$33,779.45

Actual for 2021
$(2,325.62)

Actual

Fiscal Year Income $160,174.76
Fiscal Year Expenses $62,500.38
Fiscal Year Income less Expenses $(2,325.62)

Budget

Budget
less Actual

$188,887.50

$28,712.74

$196,279.83

$33,779.45

Explain
Under budget
Under budget
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Thanksgiving Baskets
For the month of November, our Parish services desires to help members, extended family of
members, and referrals by Grace members who are
in need. You can help by donating Thanksgiving
items such as boxed potatoes, corn bread mix, pie
filling, yams, sweet potatoes, canned cranberry
sauce, corn, green beans, etc., or by donating money
to help to with the purchasing of these items. All
monetary donations can be given directly to Ann
Willmann or put in the offering plate with the
memo saying “Thanksgiving Baskets.” We will also
be looking for volunteers to help put these baskets
together on Monday, November 23. If you know of
someone who you feel would benefit from a
Thanksgiving basket or would like to volunteer to
help, please contact Ann Willmann at (765) 499-0382
or the church office at (765) 282-2537.

Clothe A Child
It is again time to think about helping those
who are less fortunate than ourselves. Here at Grace
one way in which we have done that for several
years is though Better Way. For those who are unfa-

should be made out to Grace Lutheran Church we
hope to clothe between 12 and 14 children.
May God bless you and your family during this
time of the year.

miliar with Better Way, it is a shelter for women and

Robyn Clamme

their children who have been physical and/or men-

Phone: 765 348-8473

tally abused. Some are able to move on with little
help after a few weeks. Some move back in to the
same situation. We pray for those families that God

give them strength and protection.
Most families, however, receive more long term
help from Better Way organization. Providing new
clothes for their children is one way Grace helps.
Please donate what you can to purchase clothing for
these children. Grace Ladies Aid will be providing
Bibles or Bible stories, depending on their age. All
gifts will be wrapped and delivered to Better Way in
time for Christmas. Just put your donation into an
envelope and mark it for Clothe A Child. Checks
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Announcements
Member in Need
Todd Walker has recently had a house fire. We

Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need

are in need of clothes for him. If you have any Mens

pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure

shirts size 3X or Mens pants size 44. Please bring

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

them into the office. I will update the bulletins if

a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,

other things are needed in the upcoming weeks.

or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will meet on Monday 11/8 and
Monday, 11/22 at 1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting or

want to learn some of the talents our ladies of Grace
have, join them in the Parish Hall.

Bowdell Thanksgiving
The Bowdell family will be hosting
Thanksgiving dinner on Thursday, 11/25,
Thanksgiving day at 1:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
This is our fourth year hosting this and we would
like to extend the invitation to our Church family as
we have in the past. If you would like to come
please contact Kelli in the office, (765) 282-2537.

Voters’ Assembly
There will be a Voters’ Assembly meeting on
Tuesday 11/30 at 7:00 p.m. If you are not a voting
member but would like to become one please stop
by the church office before 11/30 to read the current
constitution and bylaws and sign the Voters’ log.

Pantry Needs
We are in need of most things: paper products,

laundry soap, dish soap, cereal, boxed potatoes,
jelly, pancake, syrup, pork and beans, canned corn,
tuna helper, canned fruit, pasta, and spaghetti
sauce. Thank you for all your donations.

Volunteers for Rides to Church
We are in need of some volunteers to help bring

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to
schedule these.

Children’s Christmas Program
We are planning for the Children’s Christmas
program to be Sunday 12/12 and the 10:30 a.m.
service. Melinda Huber will coordinate it once
again, and we will need an idea of who will be
participating. We would love to have all children 3
and up! There will be practice time each week
during Sunday School, so please plan to be here
every week. Please contact Carrie Hill at
rhill14@comcast.net or call/text (765) 744-6836 with
any questions.

LWML Sunday/Mighty Mites
Mite boxes are available in the back of the
sanctuary. All contributions are greatly appreciated.

Altar Flower Chart
If you would like to purchase the altar flowers
to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to
beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the
Sunday that you would like to purchase write your
name and what we are celebrating. If you will not
be attending church in person soon, feel free to call
Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the
church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be
happy to put your name on the chart. If you would
like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the
shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a

a member to and from church. If you are able to

“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.

help at all please contact Kelli in the church office at

The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.

(765) 282-2537.
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

11/2

11/1

11/2

Donna Watkins
Gabriel Aiello

Shirley Berger
Austin Hahn

Tankersley, celebrating two

Garrett Cahoe

years

11/5

Adam Parks

11/3

11/6

Heidi Bryant

11/10 Renee Hughes

11/9

Judy McCoy

Matt Overfield

11/10 Clint Gibbs
Alex Parks

Alexandra Shaeffer
11/12 Daniel Ludwig

11/11 Colton McCoy

11/15 Melinda Otwinowski

11/12 Gerald McMillian

11/18 Bob Janek

11/13 Morgan Bunten

11/21 Lenore Crone

Kaden Paul

Matthias and Kendall

11/10 Jasen and Emily Kingsley,
celebrating four years
11/11 Travis and Linda Overfield,
celebrating 32 years
11/24 Glenn and Cathy Branscome,
celebrating 48 years

Mark Gottwald

11/15 Olivia Taylor

11/27 Tobias Coleman

11/17 Ruth Bergman

11/28 Donna Watkins

11/19 Sandra Harshman

11/29 Adam Parks

11/24 Michael Waller
11/26 Kendall Tankersley
11/27 Tobias Coleman
11/28 Dave Price
Mike Price

Prayer Requests

Pastor Mackey, Olivia Taylor, Vicar Aiello,

Olivia Taylor was confirmed on 9/26/2021.

If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may directly contact Diana
James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Ruth Bergman, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, and Debby Taylor

†

Health: Chris Aiello, Shirley Berger, Kelli Bunn, Rita Graft, J. D. Howard, John Keton, Munkei Keton,
Rich LaGrange, Reece Mann, Marilyn Miller, Lois O’Bryant, Rodney Schadler, Gene Shiveley, Jacob
Sutton, Larry Temple, Lori Thorneycroft, and Larry Walker

†

Comfort: Families of Bill Benter, Kenneth Bob, Vincent Hernandez, Rev. Brian Homann, Bill Kingsley,
John Neargarder, and Kaye Reuter; St. John’s Lutheran Church; Todd Walker and his recent house fire

†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe

†

Armed Forces: Jonathan Atsinger, Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Austin McMillian,
Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden Parsons, and Cory Robertson

†

Thanksgivings and praise: for Pastor Stout filling in for Pastor Mackey; the wedding of Melinda
Otwinowski and Tony Huber on 10/9; for our new members Matt and Susan Atsinger joining our
church family 10/10; for Pastor Stout getting the all clear from his oncologist; Larry Temple continuing
to heal and being discharged from the hospital; the birth of Ivan Mack, son of Marshall and Jordan
Mack 9/30; receiving the news that Bonnie Overstreet does not have Leukemia; for Linda Cook and
Jane Harman sharing their recent Mission Trip with us on 10/17; for Robyn Clamme and all those who
helped prepare a dinner on 10/17; God continuing to heal Logan Ryan and him being discharged from

the hospital.
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Sunday

Sunday of the
Church Year
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

28 First

Andrew,
Apostle
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Voters’
Assembly

8:30 a.m. Matins
12:00 p.m. Food
Pantry
7:00 p.m. Elders

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

30 St.

23

22

Sunday in Advent 29
8:00 a.m. Divine Service 8:30 a.m. Matins
9:20 a.m. Sunday School 6:15 p.m. Handbells
10:30 a.m. Divine Service 7:10 p.m. Choir
Confirmation Class

21 Last

Vicar out of officeWinkel

16

Office closed
1:00 p.m.
Bowdell
Thanksgiving in
Parish Hall

25

7:00 p.m. College
Bible Study
Vicar out of the
office Confession
Study
26

19

12

5

Fri

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Office Closed 11/25

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve
Service
Confessions Study

24

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Service of the
Word- Vicar Aiello
Confessions Study

17

18

11 Veterans Day

15

10

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. College
Bible Study

9

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession 7:00 p.m. College
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Bible Study
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

4

Thurs

3

Wed

2

Tues

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
7:00 p.m. Service of the
6:15 p.m. Handbells
Word- Vicar Aiello
7:10 p.m. Choir
Confessions Study
Pastor on vacation 11/8-11/19

8

All Saints Day
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

1

Mon

8:30 a.m. Matins
after Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service 6:15 p.m. Handbells
9:20 a.m. Sunday School 7:10 p.m. Choir
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

14 Twenty-fourth

7

All Saints Day (observed)
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Sun

November 2021

27

20

13

6

Sat

We Celebrate Two Feasts in November
All Saints Day – November 1 – This feast is the most comprehensive
of the days of commemoration, encompassing the entire scope of
that great cloud of witnesses with which we are surrounded (Heb
12:1) It holds before the eyes of faith that great multitude which no
man can number: all saints of God in Christ–from every nation, race,
culture, and language–who have come “out of tribulation...who
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb” (Rv 7:9, 14). As such, it sets before us the full height and
depth and breadth and length of our dear Lord’s gracious salvation

(Eph 3:17-19). It shares with Easter a celebration of the resurrection,
since all those who have died with Christ Jesus have also raised with
Him (Rm 6:3-8). It shares with Pentecost a celebration of the ingathering of the entire Church catholic–in heaven and earth, in all times
and places–in the one Body of Christ, in the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. Just as we have all been called to the one hope that
belongs to our call, “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Eph 4:4-6).
And the Feast of All Saints shares with the final Sundays of the
Church Year an eschatological focus on the life everlasting and a
confession that “the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rm 8:18). In
all of these emphases, the purpose of this feast is to fix our eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, that we might grow
weary or fainthearted (Heb 12:2-3)
Saint Andrew – November 30 – The brother of Simon Peter, was born
in the Galilean village of Bethsaida. Originally a disciple of St. John
the Baptist, Andrew became the first of Jesus’ disciples (Jn 1:35-40).
His name regularly appears in the Gospels near the top of the lists of
the Twelve. It was he who first introduced his brother Simon to Jesus
(Jn 1:41-42). He was, in a real sense, the first home missionary, as well
as the first foreign missionary (Jn 12:20-22) Tradition says Andrew
was martyred by crucifixion on a cross in the form of an X. In AD
357, his body is said to have been taken to the Church of the Holy
Apostles in Constantinople and later removed to the cathedral of
Amalfi on Italy. Centuries later, Andrew became the patron saint of
Scotland. St. Andrew’s Day determines the beginning of the Western
Church Year, since the First Sunday in Advent is always the Sunday

nearest to St. Andrew’s Day.

Treasury of Daily Prayer
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Celebrating the Saints Who Have Gone before Us
We remember with gladness those who have gone before us, because they have passed from death to life.

S e p te m be r 2 1 , 1 9 3 5 – M a r c h 1 4 , 2 0 21
Jack was called home to his Savior, living 85 years, 5 months, 21 days on
earth, and is alive in Christ forever.

F e br u ar y 6 , 19 4 0 – S e p te mbe r 2 5 , 2 0 21
Rodney was called home to his Savior, living 81 years, 7 months,
25 days on earth, and is alive in Christ forever.

A p r i l 2 6, 1 9 9 1 – O c t o b e r 14 , 2 0 2 1
Brian was called home to his Savior, living 30 years, 5 months, 19 days
on earth, and is alive in Christ forever.
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Rev. Brian P.E. Homann + In Memoriam
By Pastor Danny Mackey

“For I am already being poured out as a drink

make an account for their folds (Heb 13:17).

offering, and the time of my departure has come. I

Knowing and believing this, we can be comfort-

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,

ed in the shadow of Pastor Homann’s death. He is a

I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for

dear brother in Christ, and he was a fellow pastor in

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the

God’s flock, whom you helped train and shape for

righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and

service in the Church. Why our Lord chose so soon

not only to me but also to all who have loved His

to call him to Himself we won’t know on this side of

appearing” (2Tm 4:6–8).

heaven. But we can trust that Brian’s work was

With his words of “being poured out as a drink

done, that it was fruitful work, and that in dying he

offering,” St. Paul is alluding to the Old Testament

has gained (Php 1:21–22). I know you are grieved by

sacrifices. He regards his death—the pouring out of

his death, not just because of his tender age of 30

his blood—as an offering to Christ. To Christ and

years and because of your deep sympathy for Emily

His Church.

and their daughters, but also because of your deep

From St. Paul’s example, we know
that pastors are given to pour themselves out for the people. It is a hum-

[The LORD] upholds
the widow and the
fatherless.

bling experience, a high honor, and a
profound joy. Pastors don’t serve

love for the pastors of Christ’s Church.
This love has been revealed time and
again in your care and support for all of
our vicars.

Psalm 146:9b

Christ’s sheep to receive accolades but

I encourage you to keep Emily, Alayna,

and Miriam in your prayers. God will

because they are compelled (1Co 9:16). Compelled

provide for them. This He promises: “[The LORD]

to preach the Gospel and to declare Christ’s abiding

upholds the widow and the fatherless” (Ps 146:9b).

love for the sheep. This is the purpose God gives

While it’s heartbreaking to think that verse must

pastors for their lives. It is a noble task, and it is

apply to Emily and their daughters, it is a great

needing to be done, and those who do it are made

comfort to know that God will indeed uphold them.

more noble by it (1Tm 3:1). And the saints are worth

Pray also, I beg, for the saints at St. John’s,

preaching to, because they are Christ’s beloved

Beardstown, who are reeling from this sudden

sheep (Jn 10).

death. Pastor Homann’s work was complete among

Pastor Brian P.E. Homann poured out His life

them, in that we can take comfort. They are fellow

for Christ and for His Church. His life was a sacri-

sheep in Christ’s flock. He will provide for them as

fice for the sheep at St. John’s in Beardstown, IL. He

well.

was not unique in his task. This is how it is with all

We thank our Lord Jesus Christ for our brother

pastors, whether they realize it or not. This is how it

Brian P.E. Homann, who faithfully shepherded the

was with Christ Himself, our Chief Shepherd and

flock here on earth, pouring himself out for the peo-

Overseer of our souls (1Pt 2:25). Thus it is with His

ple, consoling the sheep in their distress, tending

undershepherds. It must be. And thus it will be un-

and feeding the lambs, and proclaiming Christ’s vic-

til our strength is spent or our task is finished. And

tory over death and the grave. Grant that we, too,

even after we die, when the pastors of Christ’s flock

may be faithful until death and receive the crown of

are raised on the Last Day, they will be given to

righteousness on the Day of Resurrection.†
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By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - November 2021
November 7 – All Saints’ Day
Ps 149; 1Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12
“What Is and What Will Be!” Sermon Text: 1Jn 3:1-3
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
God, in His amazing love, adopts us as His children right now in Jesus Christ. And He doesn’t stop
there. He continues to mold and shape us so that
more and more we reflect His image. Children of
God live in two realities—what is our status now as
His children (warts and all) and what will be in an
eternity where we serve and celebrate in “everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.”
November 14 – Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 16; Heb 10:11-14; Mk 13:1-3
“The Sacrifice, the Reign” Sermon Text: Heb 10:11-14
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Christ offered up a single sacrifice for the sins of
the world, and then he sat down at the right hand of
God the Father. Both of these truths are good news
for us and mean much for our life each day.
November 21 – The Last Sunday of the Church Year
Ps 93; Is 51:46; Mk 13:24-37

“Watch Friends” Sermon Text: Mk 13:35-37
Rev. Thomas Eggold
Jesus came to make us ready, and he did it by
taking on human flesh and, with it, He took on our
selfishness, and He took on our doubt, and He took
on our impatience. He took these sins and with them
He went to the Cross, and He did all of this so that
we would be prepared for what comes next.
In the death of Jesus Christ, God punished the sins
that separated us from Him, and in His resurrection,
He made us ready!
November 28 – The First Sunday in Advent
Ps 89:6, 14-16, 18 Antiphon: Zec 9:9; Jer 33:14-16;
Lk 19:28-40
“Your Coming King” Sermon Text: Zec 9:9
Rev. Shayne Jonker
Your King comes to you, righteous and having
salvation. He came once in humility to die and rise.
He comes now to bless, to forgive, to make you His
own, and give you a share in His life and royalty. He
comes to establish His reign, not on earth, but in the
hearts of men, turning hearts in faith toward Him
and to the Father.
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