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Christmas Is Christ’s Mass For Us
By Pastor Danny Mackey

We’ve been blessed the last couple of years to

a great gift that Dr. Luther says that it’s one of the

have our Divine Service posted online (a huge thank

ways God bestows His favor on us. He calls it “the

you to Eric McCoy!). A number of our Christian

mutual conversation and consolation of the breth-

brothers and sisters have watched it, taking the op-

ren” (long name, I know, but Luther was German

portunity to hear of God’s love for us in Christ Jesus.

after all). This mutual conversation and consolation

Yet for some of us, it may be that we’ve gotten
out of the habit of coming to church. Life has moved

occurs most fully when we gather together in
church. We need one another’s love and support.

toward “normal,” but

Indeed, we are God’s gift of

attending Divine Service

Holy Communion grants forgiveness.

remains one of those places

Certainly not just eating and drinking do

we stopped going to. This is

these things, but the words written here:

are reminded that it is

nothing new. Even in the

“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness

Christ’s Mass. It’s right in

Early Church, many of the

of sins.” These words, along with the bodily

the holiday’s name. Two

Hebrews fell out of the habit

eating and drinking, are the main thing in

parts: Christ and Mass.

of coming to church. And so

the Sacrament. Whoever believes these

Christ, the Savior born in

the author of Hebrews

words has exactly what they say:

Bethlehem, who ministered

wrote to his fellow believ-

“forgiveness of sins.”

throughout Judea and Sa-

favor to one another.
And with Christmas, we

ers: “Let us consider how to

maria, who died just outside

stir up one another to love

Jerusalem and rose from the

and good works, not ne-

grave. That Christ. And the

glecting to meet together, as

Mass—which we more ac-

is the habit of some, but en-

curately call the Divine Ser-

couraging one another, and

vice—is where we partake

all the more as you see the

of Christ’s body and blood

Day drawing near” (Heb

in Holy Communion. St.

10:24–25).

Jerome (c. 342–420)

With Christmas just around the corner, hopeful-

preached at a Christmas Eve service that the Babe

ly many are considering and planning on coming

who was mangered in Bethlehem is mangered in

back to church for the holiday. But some might be

our hands at the Lord’s Table. Christmas is Christ’s

nervous about how people will react when they

Mass for the world—and that includes us.

show up. Let me put hearts at ease. Just as Christ

Now we’re in Advent, the season for getting

has loved us, we love one another. Just as Christ

ready to celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord. So let us

wants to be with us, we want to be with one anoth-

get ready to celebrate with our brothers and sisters

er. These things don’t change because Christ Him-

in Christ at church, attending the Divine Service and

self doesn’t change. It is such a gift of Christ to be

receiving the gifts of His Word, His Supper, and our

gathered with Christian brothers and sisters, to hear

mutual conversation and consolation. What better a

of God’s love for us in Christ Jesus, and to partake of

way is there to spend Christmas? Surrounded by

Christ’s body and blood around His Altar. It’s such

Christ and His gifts to us? †
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Luther’s Christmas Hymn
By Vicar Gabriel Aiello

“From heav’n above to earth I come” stands out

of Christ together. Christ came to earth to suffer the

in Lutheran Service Book as one of our greatest Lu-

consequence of sin so that, when He comes again,

theran treasures. This hymn by Martin Luther

He might bring us with Him to share His joy.

brings us out of Advent, being the first Christmas

In stanzas nine through twelve, Luther stresses

hymn in the LSB. This is especially fitting for a

the great divide between the glory of our Creator

hymn on Luke 2, wherein the angels’ proclamation

and the lowliness that He was born into. Even the

brought the shepherds out of the field to the Christ

greatest the world could offer would not be worthy

Child.

of our Lord, yet He chooses

When looking at the

the lowest for His throne.

first five stanzas, it can be

Likewise, He chose weak,

helpful to look at the text

poor sinners like ourselves to

Luther is using Luke 2:8-20.

be His people. Every mighty

In this text, the angels come

work of the world is weak

brining good news: Christ

and worthless, but the lowest

the Lord, our Savior, is born

sinners have been rescued

of Mary, wrapped in swad-

and redeemed by Christ’s

dling clothes, and laid in a

saving work.

manger.

Stanza thirteen is a pray-

At the bottom of this

er reflecting on the previous

hymn’s page is a note that

stanzas. We pray that Jesus

says, “The first five stanzas

would prepare a bed for

declare the joyful words of

Himself in our hearts. A bed,

the angel proclaiming the

unlike the manger, is meant

wondrous news of Jesus’ birth. The remaining stan-

to be slept on and returned to night after night. We

zas declare the response of the shepherds and the

pray that this bed would be soft and undefiled, not

meaning of the Savior’s birth for all the world.” In

like the “soft and silky stuff” for kings of this world,

short, this hymn answers the question asked

but a softness worthy of our Creator. We ask Jesus

throughout the catechism, “What does this mean?”

to prepare a quiet chamber there so that our hearts

In stanzas six through eight, we welcome our

would not be full of thoughts and desires for earthly

Lord. The beginning of stanza eight, “Welcome to

things, but instead our hearts would be devoted to

earth, O noble Guest,” reminds me of how the Com-

Him.

mon Table Prayer begins, “Come, Lord Jesus, be our

With our hearts now filled with Christ, stanza

guest….” The phrase “Come, Lord Jesus” is from

14 encourages us to join with angels voices and sing

the end of Revelation. The joy that was brought to

the last stanza:

the shepherds at Christ’s coming is a joy we can

“Glory to God in highest heav’n

look forward to when Christ comes again. Christ’s

Who unto us His Son has giv’n!

return on the Last Day will be a great joy to all who

While angels sing with pious mirth

believe. Stanza eight ends by tying the two comings

A glad new year to all the earth.” †
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Symbols of Salvation – Advent Sermon Series 2021
The Advent Wreath
Midweek 1; December 1st
First Reading – Isaiah 9:1–7
Second Reading – John 8:12–20
Hymn – LSB 351 Creator of the Stars of Night
Concept – The Advent wreath “symbolizes the age before the coming of Christ, when the light of prophecy
concerning the Messiah became brighter and brighter till He Himself came and said, ‘I am the light of the
world’” (Paul H.D. Lang, What an Altar Guild Should Know, 99).

The Christmas Tree
Midweek 2; December 8th
First Reading – Isaiah 11:1–10
Second Reading John 5:19–29
Hymn – LSB 332 Savior of the Nations, Come
Concept – It is the lighting of the tree that distinguishes Christmas trees, indicating Jesus as the Light of the
World. Moreover, the Christmas tree points to the tree on which Christ died in order that we might receive
forgiveness of our sins, life, and salvation.

St. Nicholas of Myra
Midweek 3; December 15th
First Reading – 1 John 4:7–14
Second Reading – Mark 10:13–16
Hymn – LSB 364 Away in a Manger
Concept – “The significance of Nicholas for us today is that his response to God’s great love for us in Jesus
was to care for other people. [Jesus’] kindness and care for children are modeled every time we give a gift out
of love” (Julie Stiegemeyer, Saint Nicholas: The Real Story of the Christmas Legend).

Symbols of Salvation Devotions
You should have received your devotions this past
week in the mail. If you haven’t received a copy,
please let us know so that we can get you one.
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Thanksgiving Baskets
Last month, our Parish services
helped provide thanksgiving groceries to
nine families with our “Thanksgiving Baskets.” We had over ten people package the
baskets and even had little Carol as entertainment. The baskets included a turkey or
a meat, and all the fixings to help with
their grocery shopping for the week. They
were so thankful for the church doing this
for them. Thank you to all who donated
and those who helped put them together.
A big thank you to Ann Willmann for organizing this event each year.

Back row: Kelli and Carol Bowdell, Mary Painter, Pastor Mackey, Ann Willmann, Janet Walker, Vicar Aiello, Jane Harman. Front row: Linda Cook, Todd
Walker, Diana James. Behind the camera: Randy Willmann

Clothe A Child
It is again time to think about helping those

socks, underwear, gloves, mittens, and diapers, in

who are less fortunate than ourselves. Here at

order to use all of the gift card. All gifts must be

Grace, one way in which we have done that for sev-

wrapped, and please include the gift receipt with

eral years is though A Better Way. For those who

each purchase. Be sure the child’s name is securely

are unfamiliar with A Better Way, it is a shelter for

on the outside of the box. Wrapped gifts are due by

women and their children who have been physical

Dec. 15th. Please drop them off in the office hallway

and/or mentally abused. Some are able to move on

under the member mailboxes. Receipts with totals

with little help after a few weeks. Some move back

may be placed in Robyn’s mailbox. If you have any

in to the same situation. We pray for those families

questions, please contact Robyn Clamme at (765)

that God give them strength and protection. Most

348-8473.

families, however, receive more long term help from
Better Way organization. Providing new clothes for
their children is one way Grace helps. This year we
will be shopping for 12 children of various ages. Ladies Aid will also be donating a Bible or Bible story
to the kids.
If you are a shopper, please only purchase
clothing as there are other organizations that provide toys. Each child is allotted $100. Robyn will
provide the money to you for this. You may include
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Announcements
Christmas Brunch and Cookie Exchange
Join us Saturday 12/4 in the parish hall for a

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will meet on Monday 12/13 at

brunch and cookie exchange. We will also be

1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting or want to learn some

reveling the prayer partners if you participated in

of the talents our ladies of Grace have, join them in

that. Please bring four dozen cookies and an empty

the Parish Hall.

container. We will package these for our shut-ins
and other members to bring them some extra love
and a treat for the Christmas season.

Hanging of the Greens
Volunteers are needed Sunday 12/5 after second
service to help decorate the church. Please plan to
lend a hand to prepare our Sanctuary for the
Christmas season.

Children’s Christmas Program
The Children’s Christmas program will be
Sunday 12/12 at the 10:30 a.m. service. Melinda
Huber is coordinating it once again. The program’s
theme is “Happy Birthday, Jesus.”

“Happy Birthday, Jesus” Party
Join us in the Parish Hall as we celebrate the

Pantry Needs
We are in need of most things: laundry
Detergent, dish soap, paper towels, toilet paper,
cereal, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, pork and beans,
tuna helper, canned fruit, spaghetti sauce. Thank
you for all your donations.

LWML Sunday/Mighty Mites
Mite boxes are available in the back of the
sanctuary. All contributions are greatly appreciated.

Altar Flower Chart
If you would like to purchase the altar flowers
to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to

beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the
Sunday that you would like to purchase write your
name and what we are celebrating. If you will not

birth of our lord with a party after our Children’s

be attending church in person soon, feel free to call

Christmas Program on 12/12. We will be collecting

Joan Anderson at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the

small gifts to be donated to the children at the

church office at (765) 282-2537, and we will be

Youth Opportunity Center. There is a sign up sheet

happy to put your name on the chart. If you would

located on the back table in the sanctuary if you

like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the

would like to bring cupcakes for our party.

shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a

Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need
pastoral care and our pastor wants to make sure
you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.
The flowers are $15 for one bundle or $30 for both.

Member in Need
Todd Walker has recently had a house fire. We

a phone call, home visit, through-the-window chat,

are in need of clothes for him. If you have any Mens

or even a porch visit, he will gladly facilitate what

shirts size 3X or Mens pants size 44. Please bring

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to

them into the office. I will update the bulletins if

schedule these.

other things are needed in the upcoming weeks.
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Advent Midweek Meal
Wednesday evenings during Advent join us in the Parish

Special Thanks Received
Dear family at Grace,

Hall for a Meal at 6:00 p.m. with the Advent Midweek service to follow in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.
December 1, 2021 - hosted by LCMSU
The LCMSU will begin their fundraising for their
trip to St. Louis in March, joining in the March for

Thanks for letting me serve you in Pastor’s time
away. It was great to see everyone again. Peggy
and I appreciate your friendly hospitality. May
God bless you all in your service and with a
blessed Thanksgiving.

Life.
December 8, 2021 - hosted by Board of Education
The Board of Education would like to raise money

for the “Homann Girls’ College Education Fund”
All donations will be collected and given to Emily

Much love in Christ,
Pr. Dave Stout and Peggy Stout

P.S. Thanks for the generous honorarium and a
continued interest in your prayers.

Homann for Alayna and Miriam’s College Education.
December 15, 2021 - hosted by the Elders

Stained Glass Windows in the Chancel?
Where did this idea come from?
•
•

Two years ago, a committee was formed to

What are we looking at next?
•

At the next Voters Assembly in 2022 the

explore how to use memorial funds.

project will be presented with its total

Memorial funds are typically used for what

estimated cost.

we want—instead of what we need—to
enhance the congregation’s worship

•

Then the Voters Assembly will either
approve or decline the project at that time.

experience.
•

One idea was to put stained glass windows
in our chancel, behind the altar.

•

Bovard Studios was asked to create designs
that complement our current windows.

•

We received estimates for the windows—not
including construction of the wall.

•

The idea was approved by the family of the
person in whose name the memorials were
donated.

•

The committee presented the idea to the
Planning Council.

•

Voters approved soliciting bids for the
construction costs.
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

12/6

Lohren Deeg

12/1

12/2

12/8

Danny Mackey

Heidi Bryant
Ed Miller

12/10 Jerry Cook

Harold O’Bryant

12/11 Zach Overfield

Jeff Wehmueller

12/12 Holly Bryant

12/7

12/18 Lori Foist

12/10 Rich LaGrange

12/19 Evan Smith

12/15 Anthony Huber

Katherine Studebaker

Colton McCoy

12/17 Kendall Tankersley

12/20 Darlene Norris-Phillips

12/19 Doug Lantz

12/21 Kathryn Ludwig

12/23 Elsie Cox

Lois O’Bryant
12/25 Carson McCoy

12/25 Carson McCoy
12/31 Thea Miller

12/28 Heather Burris

Jerry and Linda Cook,
celebrating 32 years

12/6

Kerri and Joe Misiewicz,
celebrating 25 years

12/14 Rich and Gloria LaGrange,
celebrating 53 years
12/17 Matthew and Jennifer
Monroe, celebrating 27 years
12/22 David and Nancy Crowe,
celebrating 53 years

12/28 Matthew and Kelli Bowdell,
celebrating 8 years
12/28 Dave and Allyson Price,
celebrating 25 years

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may directly contact Diana
James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Ruth Bergman, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, and Debby Taylor

†

Health: Bill and Shirley Berger, Kelli Bunn, Ronnel Deeg, John Dillman, Monte Foist, Allie Freel, Chris
Garrett, Rita Graft, Sandy Harshman, J. D. Howard, Rich LaGrange, Reece Mann, Jason Partin, Rodney
Schadler, Dan Sears, Gene Shiveley, Jacob Sutton, Derick Taylor and family, and Larry Temple

†

Comfort: Families of Floyd Gogolin, David Kyler, and Shirley McCammon

†

Industry: Business owners, Rebecca Crowe

†

Armed Forces: Jonathan Atsinger, Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Austin McMillan,
Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden Parsons, and Cory Robertson

†

Thanksgivings and praise: Dwight Ramsey’s third grandson being born on 7/26; Shea and Christina
Hill announcing they are expecting a girl, due in 2022; for our Muncie Police Dept and Delaware
County Sheriff’s Dept; for Pastor Stout filling in for Pastor Mackey on 11/14; for Parish services
providing nine families with Thanksgiving baskets; for all the blessings God has provided to our

country; for the birth of Henrik Vaughn Petrisin on 11/30, great-grandson of Carol Koss.
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Mon

Sunday after
Christmas
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

26 First

27 St.

John, Apostle and
Evangelist
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

St. Thomas,
Apostle
8:30 a.m. Matins

Sunday in Advent 20
8:00 a.m. Divine Service 8:30 a.m. Matins
9:20 a.m. Sunday School 6:15 p.m. Handbells
10:30 a.m. Divine Service 7:10 p.m. Choir
Confirmation Class

19 Fourth

23

8:30 a.m.
Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins

Confessions
Study at St.
Peter’s, Indy
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study

16

22

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Advent Meal
7:00 p.m. Advent
Midweek Service

15

8:30 a.m.
Matins
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study

9

28 The

29
30
Holy
Matins
a.m.
8:30
8:30 a.m.
Innocents, Martyrs
Service
Divine
p.m.
7:00
8:30 a.m. Matins
Matins
12:00 p.m. Food
Pantry

21

Kokomo Circuit
Winkel at Zion,
Wabash

12 Third

Sunday in Advent
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Children’s
Christmas Program
Happy Birthday Jesus
Confirmation Class

14

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Advent Meal
7:00 p.m. Advent
Midweek Service

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace
Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir
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8:30 a.m.
Matins
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Advent Meal
7:00 p.m. Advent
Midweek Service

8:30 a.m. Matins

2

Thurs

1

Wed

7

Tues

13

5

Second Sunday in Advent 6
8:00 a.m. Divine Service 8:30 a.m. Matins
9:20 a.m. Sunday School 6:15 p.m. Handbells
10:30 a.m. Divine Service 7:10 p.m. Choir
Hanging of the greens
Confirmation Class

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Office Closed 12/24 and 12/31

Sun

December 2021

Eve

25 Christmas

18

LCMSU
Christmas
Caroling

11

9-11 a.m.
Christmas
Brunch and
Cookie
Exchange

4

Sat

Year’s Eve Service

7:00 p.m. New

Year’s Eve

of Our Lord
Service
31 New

The Nativity
Eve Candlelight

7:00 p.m. Christmas 10:30 a.m.

24 Christmas

17

10

3

Fri

2022 Officers and Board Members
Expires

Name

Office

2023

Dave Heinkel

President

2023

Jeff Wehmueller

1st Vice President

2023

Mary Painter

Congregational Secretary

Board of Stewardship
2023

Sherri Clamme

Treasurer

2022

Barbara McConnell

Financial Secretary

Board of Elders
Expires

Board of Trustees

Name

Expires

Name

2023

Randy Willmann

2023

Gerald McMillian

2023

Dave Price

2023

Eric McCoy

2022

Matthew Bowdell

2022

Ross Boyd

2022

Devon Hill

Board of Young People
Expires

Board of Parish Services

Name

2023

Expires

Lori Foist

2022

Board of Missions
Expires

Name
Ann Willmann

Board of USYA

Name

Expires

Name

2023

Robyn Clamme

2023

Linda Cook

2022

Suzanne Price

2022

Lohren Deeg

2022

Dwight Ramsey

2022

Emily Nickels

Board of Education
Expires

Name

2023

Kelli Bowdell

2022

Carrie Hill

2022

Cathy Branscome

Appointed
Sunday School Superintendents

Rick and Carrie Hill

Financial Assistant(s)

Dwight Ramsey and Emily Nickels

Media Director

Eric McCoy

Greeter Coordinator

vacant

Memorials Coordinator

Judi Pape

Care Coordinator

Carol Koss

Historian

Judy McCoy
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Highlights of 2021
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - December 2021

December 5 – Second Sunday in Advent
Ps 66:1-12; Mal 3:1-7b; Lk 3:1-14
“Sharing the Word” Sermon Text: Mal 3:1-7b
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus.
Through our words and actions, we help to prepare
the way so others may hear and believe in our Savior.
December 12 – Third Sunday in Advent
Ps 85; Php 4:4-7; Lk 7:18-28
“The Lord is at Hand!” Sermon Text: Php 4:4-7
Rev. William Mueller
The Apostle Paul is moved by the Spirit of God to
write encouraging words to God’s beleaguered, but
faithful, people. Do not let your current circumstances be the final verdict on God’s assessment of you.
Instead, look to Jesus and rejoice that the Lord is at
hand!

December 19 – Fourth Sunday in Advent *The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day Observed
Ps 2; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-14
“Hi God!” Sermon Text: Jn 1:1, 14
Rev. Dr, Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Hi God! Can you imagine addressing the Lord of
the Universe in such a familiar way? When we recognize that He became flesh, that He “moved into the
neighborhood” of our messy lives and, through our
witness, into the lives of others . . . then we rejoice
that He became one of us
December 26 – The First Sunday after Christmas
Ps 111; Ex 13:1-3a, 11-15; Lk 2:29-30
“Life after Christmas” Sermon Text: Lk 2:22-40
Rev. Thomas Eggold
In the days to come, as the decorations go back
into the attic, as the lights come down, and as the tree
disappears from the living room, please remember
that the Christmas story doesn’t end here. And, as
we begin a New Year and move forward each day in
Christ, we draw closer to the truth that there is life
after Christmas.
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