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Luther’s Small Catechism and You
By Pastor Danny Mackey

A few years back, I attended a seminar with

was at hand, reviewed and accessed for a solid

Mollie Hemingway at the LCMS U Liberty Confer-

foundation of how she was to view the issues and

ence in Washington, D.C. Some of you have proba-

how she was to write about them.

bly seen Mollie on the cable news outlets. She’s the

Luther’s Small Catechism is also for you. It pro-

editor-in-chief of www.thefederalist.com. What you

vides a sort of “roadmap” for the Christian. We

may not know about her is that she is a member of a

need reliable sources to help guide us. And Luther’s

LCMS congregation. Mollie is unabashedly politi-

Small Catechism, which is drawn from God’s most

cal—something many Christians seek to avoid. But

holy Word, does just that. It doesn’t answer (or ask)

Mollie has been able to listen to what people say

every question. Yet it does provide us with a way to

and add to the conversation with an increasingly

think about the world and the hope we have in

rare perspective. At the seminar I attended, Mollie

Christ.

said that what made her perspective and writing on

For example, the very structure of the Small Cat-

the issues of the day so attention-getting was that

echism can teach us a great deal. It’s a series of ques-

she thought of everything in relation to the Small

tions and answers. It teaches us to ask those ques-

Catechism. When writing about a social or political

tions that can be answered. And then it provides

issue, Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation

clear and simple answers. Those answers are direct
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and to-the-point. They don’t use lofty language to

writes, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and

confuse or to conceal. Moreover, the answers pre-

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,

suppose that we can have answers that are sure and

and for training in righteousness, that the man of

certain. We are capable of knowing things and

God may be complete, equipped for every good

things are knowable. With our “This is most certain-

work” (2Tm 3:16–17). God’s Word is given to us

ly true,” we can be confident in that what we do

Christians so that we might believe in Christ (Jn

know, we truly know it.

20:31) and be able to do every good work in service

The Small Catechism really has only two ques-

to God and our neighbor (2Tm 3:17).

tions: “What does this mean?” and “Where is this

Luther’s Small Catechism is such a blessing to

written?” The first question gets at a definitive an-

us. It’s something worth reading, marking, learning,

swer. Whenever someone says something, it’s good

and taking to heart. By “taking to heart,” I mean

to ask him or her, “What do you mean?” This allows

that it’s worthy of memorization. We require memo-

for communication and understanding. Meaning is

rization of our confirmation students much for the

shared. Individually, we don’t own words or lan-

same reason Math teachers require memorization of

guage. Rather, it’s an endeavor where we get to ex-

multiplication tables or English teachers require

press ourselves to another. It’s an exercise depend-

memorization of certain poems. Memorization pro-

ent on a speaker and a hearer. When a person

vides not only quick access to the content but also

speaks and another listens for the first’s meaning,

facilitates a deeper understanding of the content.

then communication happens.

Having passages of God’s Word and also Luther’s

The question “Where is this written?” is like the

Small Catechism memorized gives the Christian

first. It’s a question of source. “Where did you hear

man or woman immediate access to tools for how to

that?” “Who told you that?” The source of the state-

see the world, understand how our Lord regards it,

ment is just as important as the statement itself.

and guidance of how to live in it.

They rely on each other. Hearsay or thirdhand in-

Having Luther’s Small Catechism memorized

formation isn’t admissible in our courts for a reason.

and part of us, we can learn how to comment on the

We want firsthand knowledge of something. Also, if

political affairs of our country in a God-pleasing

a hearer knows where the speaker is getting his or

way. While we won’t be perfect at it, we can strive

her information, then the hearer can seek out that

to keep the commandment to honor the authorities

same source and hear for him or herself.

God has placed over us and to respect and stand

These two questions—“What does this mean?”

firm for life. Because of God’s Word, we desire jus-

and “Where is this written?”—are central to our

tice but also mercy. We can respect the property and

learning. Even if a person doesn’t believe anything

marriages of others. Most importantly, we can hon-

Luther’s Small Catechism says, just these questions

or God and help our country. At least, that’s what

alone are useful to anyone who wants to learn.

Luther’s Small Catechism moves us toward.

While the answers to “What does this mean?”

So, if you don’t already have it handy, get out

vary, the question “Where is this written?” always

your Small Catechism, dust it off, and spend some

has the same answer: God’s most holy Word—

time reading and—dare I say—memorizing it. What

namely, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the

is a better way to view the world and how to re-

Our Father, and the Sacraments. This means we can

spond to it than with the Ten Commandments, the

trust that the answers are true and good. As St. Paul

Creed, the Our Father, and the Sacraments? †
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Ditches, Part Two
By Vicar Peter Preus

The two ditches we’re looking at this month are

formed. Legalists set up rules and laws, not com-

legalism and antinomianism. Legalism happens

manded by God, for Christians to follow to prove

when Christians set up laws not commanded by

themselves as authentic Christians. Or they, in re-

God. They do this with the purpose of helping

sponse to antinomians abusing grace, allow no room

Christians to live godlier lives. Yet, as legalists try to

for grace in the life of a Christian. Yes, we should

enforce these (not-commanded) laws, they end up

expect Christians, who are guided by the Holy Spir-

devaluing Christian liberty and the power of God’s

it, to make good life decisions. We should expect

grace. This annoys and burdens sincere Christian

Christians to act differently than unbelievers. But all

consciences.

Christians are sinners, who need mercy, patience,

Antinomianism (anti meaning “against”; nomos

and forgiveness. Christians should not be living in

meaning “Law”; thus literally, “against the Law”)

sin, but there will be differences in how Christians

happens when Christians, in the name of Christian

structure their lives. Or how disciplined and strong

freedom in the Gospel, claim that Christians no

in the faith each Christian is. For example, Chris-

longer need the Law because they’re led by the Spir-

tians should obviously read their Bible every day.

it.

But a legalist would say, “If you don’t read your BiLegalism in modern Lutheranism is generally in

ble every day, you aren’t a Christian.” Or, Christians

reaction to antinomism. Legalists typically harp on

should obviously pray before their meals. But a le-

the importance of sanctification for authentic Chris-

galist would say, “If you don’t pray before every

tians. They are correct to be wary of so-called Chris-

meal, you aren’t a Christian.” Legalists leave no

tians living confidently and without repentance in

room for mistakes, struggles, and mishaps in the

open and manifest sin. However, the Holy Spirit

Christian life. They are unmerciful.

alone creates faith through the Word and Sacra-

Legalism is a ditch, which denies the freedom of

ment. And only in faith can good works be per-

the Christian. In practice, legalists will be motivated
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by harsh regulations of lifestyle and conduct. They

Antinomians teach that Christians don’t need the

also become unmerciful to those struggling with sin,

Law to know what is good or bad, since the Holy

mistaking them to be brazen hypocrites. Legalists

Spirit leads our hearts and minds to holy living.

become an annoyance to Christians because they

Now, it is true what the antinomians say, that

inflict made-up laws on Christians. And they bur-

the Holy Spirit guides our Christian consciences.

den the consciences of sincere Christians by teach-

But the Holy Spirit guides our Christian consciences

ing that a failure to be perfect means you aren’t a

through the Word. Christians are certain of the Gos-

real Christian.

pel promise and of the guidance from God’s Word.

Though legalism is an awful ditch to beware of,

That means, Christians rejoice in God’s Law which

in today’s religious climate it has not been as de-

teaches them what God wants them to do. Now, as

structive to our Lutheran faith and Christian culture

said before, Christians fail and are saved by grace.

as its opposite: antinomianism. Antinomianism

They don’t always think and act like Christians. But

within modern Lutheranism is generally due to a

Christians always repent when they know that

denial of the third use of the Law. Lutherans teach

they’ve acted contrary to God’s Law.

three uses of the Law. There are not three Laws, but

Antinomianism is a ditch, which denies the

rather one Law used by the Holy Spirit, which con-

goodness of the Law in a Christian’s life. In practice,

fronts man’s conscience in three ways. The first use

antinomians use their Christian liberty as a cloak for

is called the curb, which is when the Law dissuades

vice (1 Peter 2:16). They quite often become lax on

man from sin because of the punishment threatened

sin, because they despise rebuke. They’ll fornicate,

by the Law. The second is called the mirror, which is

get drunk, and live in all manners of ungodliness.

when the Law shows man his sin, as compared with

Then they’ll turn around and say, “I’m led by the

the goodness of the Law. This accuses us and shows

Spirit of the Gospel. The Law cannot accuse me any

us our need for a Savior. This second use is the chief

longer.” Such an impenitent sinner, of course, is not

function of the Law. The third, which is only for

led by the Gospel.

Christians, is called the guide. It is when the Law

Our Lutheran Confessions speak about how re-

gives content to the love within the regenerate,

generate man performs good works spontaneously,

Christian heart, and guides the Christian in the

not under compulsion, being guided by the Holy

knowledge of holy living.

Spirit. Christians do not need to perform any work

Technically, full-blown antinomians claim that

to be saved. The salvation of sinners relies entirely

the Christian has no need for any of the three uses,

on Jesus’ substitutionary death for us. Christ’s death

because he lives freely and permanently by the Gos-

is what reconciles sinners to God. Faith in Jesus

pel alone. Today, however, so-called “soft” antino-

Christ alone justifies. Our good works, however, are

mians (hereafter referred to simply as

a response of this faith given form by the Law

“antinomians”) propagate that the Law’s only pur-

(rebutting the antinomian ditch). But works cannot

pose is to prepare us for the absolution of the Gos-

be taught as something which, under compulsion of

pel (through the second use, the mirror). Antinomi-

the Law, are necessary for salvation (rebutting the

ans claim that the third use of the Law, the guide, is

legalist ditch). †

just a repackaging of the Law’s purpose to show us
our sin. They claim that the Law can only accuse

man of his sin, and cannot guide him in holy living.
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Pictured to the left: Wyatt

Wehmueller and Danika Foist
in 5th grade, Lawrence Bowdell in 1st grade, John Bowdell
in Kindergarten, Carrie Hill
the head of Board of Education and our Sunday School
Superintendent, Moses Preus
joining us in Sunday school,
and James and Hudson Hill
in Preschool.

Rally Sunday
We celebrated Rally Day with our school aged kids on Sunday August 28th. Carrie Hill our Sunday School
Superintendent stood with the children as they shared the school they attend as well as telling us what grade
they are in. The children of Grace are growing up and enjoy coming to Sunday school each week to learn
more about Jesus. We want to thank all of our teachers, Pastor Mackey, Vicar Preus, Pam Addison, Cathy
Branscome, Kelli Bowdell, Lori Foist, Carrie Hill, Renee Hughes, and Allyson Price, that come each week to

provide their Sunday school lessons and of course fun while learning the love of Christ.

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may directly contact Diana James
(765) 748-1377 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep these families in your prayers.
† Shut-ins: Ruth Bergman, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, and Debby Taylor
† Health: Max Brown, Susan Cook, Lorraine Deeg, John Dillman, Janet Gessling, Reece Mann, Dave Meyer,
Henry and Amy Miller, Maryanne Jundt, Jason Partin, Jacob Sutton, Bob Tryner, Bill Walker, Dick Walker,
and Janet Walker
† Comfort those who mourn
† Industry: Business owners
† Armed Forces: Jonathan Atsinger, Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden
Parsons, and Cory Robertson
† Thanksgivings and Praise: For Dave Meyer being released from the hospital and his continued healing; for
Pastor Robinson filling in for Pastor Mackey during his vacation; for Jim McCoy returning home from his
stay in the rehabilitation center; for Matthew Bowdell returning home from his annual training with the
National Guard; for the marriage of Hayden and Tori Parsons on 8/13; for college students returning back;
for Julia Kilgore becoming a member of Grace on 8/28; for all of the college students and those who helped

to make the Welcome Back Picnic a success; For the Branscome’s hosting the Youth pool Party!
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Youth Devotional Gathering and Pool Party!
Lori Foist organized another youth devotional gathering this month. The youth stayed after second service on
Sunday August 28 and joined us for the Picnic for the college students. Then they carpooled over to Glenn
and Cathy Branscome’s house where they enjoyed a pool party and playing games in the yard. This was an
opportunity for the kids to enjoy time together and a fun Sunday afternoon enjoying fellowship. Thank you
to Lori for organizing this event as well as Glenn and Cathy Branscome for hosting the pool Party.

Parish Services needs your help!
Our food pantry is in need of a new refrigerator. The
one we had finally stopped working after 10 plus
years. We are asking for donations to help with the
cost of purchasing a new fridge for the Pantry. Every fourth Tuesday of the month Ann Willmann
along with a few volunteers grocery shop for those
in need in our community. Whether it is 1 family or
7 families we would like to be able to continue to
provide milk, eggs, cheese, and other refrigerated

items to these families as well as all of the nonperishables and hygiene products we give to them.
Please consider donating to our “Refrigerator Fund”
so that we can continue to help our community best.
You can put your donations in the offering plate in
an envelope marked “Fridge Fund” or drop a donation in our “Fridge Box” on the table in the back of
the Nave. If you have any questions please contact
Ann Willmann 765-499-0382.

8

Welcome Back Picnic for College Students
On Sunday August 28 we welcomed our college students back with our traditional Picnic. We had eleven
students join us as well as several members after second service. As always there was an abundance of
food donated by the members and we all enjoyed
chatting with the students. We had some returning
students from the last few years and also some new
students for the year. Vicar Preus led us in prayer
before our meal and we all had a great time getting to
know the students, what they are studying, and how
their summer was. We didn’t have any Taylor students this year but welcomed our Ball State students.

Handbell Choir
We enjoyed having our
Handbell Choir ring
for us during second

service on August 28 as
well. Now that School
is back in session and
our College students
are back, Judi Pape
was happy to lead the
students and members
in a hymn to add ringing to our service.
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Announcements
Produce Table
Share your many garden items by placing them

Hall 705 Southway Blvd. East Kokomo, IN 46902. A
Bible Study “The Servant’s Servant” the towel that

on the table at the bottom of the stairs. As in the

washed the disciples feet by Pastor John Dryer.

past, donations are welcome but not necessary. All

Please RSVP by 9/14 to Vivian Heronemus (765) 432

donations will go toward MOST Ministry trips.

-0424 or vivhero@aol.com

Allyson Price is scheduled for a medical trip in
Guatemala. Linda Cook is scheduled for an eye
glass trip in Guatemala. More info on their trips and

Altar Flower Chart
If you would like to purchase the altar flowers

how you can help with their fundraising as we get

to celebrate, in honor of something, or just to

closer to the dates. Please pray for Allyson and

beautify our altar any Sunday, please select the

Linda as they get all the necessary paperwork,

Sunday that you would like to purchase write your

shots, and schedules, etc. for these trips of service

name and what we are celebrating. If you would

and sharing of God’s Word. We also have a box for

like to purchase the flowers but donate them to the

eyeglasses at the back of the church, in front of the

shut-ins instead of taking them home, please put a

cry room, that we will sent to MOST later.

“X” where indicated on the chart in order to do so.
The flowers are $15 for one bouquet or $30 for both.

Monday Morning Bible Study
We will have a Bible Study with Pastor Mackey
every 2nd and 4th Monday beginning this month

If you have any questions please call Joan Anderson
at (765) 730-6099 or Kelli in the church office at (765)
282-2537.

from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. in the Library. Join us

Monday 9/12 and 9/26.

Handbell Choir
Music was one of Martin Luther’s favorite

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will meet on Mondays 9/12 and

pastimes and an important inclusion in worship
services. We need 3-9 more ringers to utilize more

9/26 at 1:30 p.m. If you enjoy crafting or want to

bells. Join us to make a joyful noise to our Lord. It

learn some of the talents our ladies of Grace have,

helps to be able to read music. Please pray for our

join them in the Parish Hall.

choir in our need. Practices are on Mondays at 6:15
p.m. (We will not have practice on 9/4, Labor Day)

Pantry Needs
We are in need of some things: tuna, tuna

If you are interested or have any questions please
see Judi Pape (765) 744-7937.

helper, pork & beans, Jell-O, pancake mix, and dish
soap. Thank you for your donations.

Vocal Choir
Practices are on Monday evenings at 7:10 p.m.

LWML Sunday/Mighty Mites
Mite boxes are available in the back of the
sanctuary. All contributions are greatly appreciated.

(We will not have practice 9/4, Labor Day) We are
always looking for more singers. If you would like
to join our choir please see Dick Grill (765) 289-8734
or just come for practice.

LWML Christian Life Workshop
Saturday 9/17, from 9:00 a.m. until the lunch at
noon, at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Mission
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Psalm 119:41–45

Puzzle 95, Bible Wordsearch volume one CPH
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

9/5

Harold O’Bryant

9/1

9/9

9/6

Shea Hill

9/11

Chase Brammer

9/6

Rigglie Stephens

9/13

Anthony Huber

9/8

Trent Boyd

9/15

Lenore Crone

9/9

Glenn Branscome

9/16

Donna Bailey

9/10

Reta Heinkel

Diana James
Barb McConnell

Vicki Boyd

Ashley Trusedell

9/17

Mark Gottwald

9/12

Emily Kingsley

9/18

Debby Taylor

9/15

Hudson Hill

9/21

Gary Boyd

9/16

Pete Gottwald

Melissa Myers
9/22

Bill and Diana James,
celebrating 55 years

9/19

Steve and Joan Anderson,
celebrating 63 years

9/19

Cory and Jennifer Hill,
celebrating 13 years

9/25

Mike and Suzanne Price,
celebrating 6 years

9/29

Brian and Kathryn Ludwig,
celebrating 21 years

Bryce Monroe

Judi Pape

9/17

Tegan Hidy

Austin Hahn

9/24

Amy Crowe

Jackie Trusedell

Brenda Mackey

9/26

Suzanna Price

9/26

Mason Paul

9/27

Matt Overfield

9/30

Allyson Price

9/28

Debbie McCoy

9/29

Rich LaGrange

9/30

Allyson Price

Join us Sunday
September 18 from
3:00-4:00 p.m. at
Brickyard Health
Care, 2701 N. LynMar Dr. Muncie, for a
birthday celebration
for Debby Taylor!
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Sunday after

Sun

5

Sunday after

12

Sunday after

26

8:30 a.m. Matins
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service 1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

25 Fifteenth

18

Fourteenth Sunday after 19
8:30 a.m. Matins
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service 6:15 p.m. Handbells
9:20 a.m. Sunday School 7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
3:00 p.m. Debby Taylor’s
Birthday party

Pastor on vacation

8:30 a.m. Matins
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service 1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

11 Thirteenth

Tues

8:30 a.m. Matins
12:00 p.m. Food Pantry
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
Class
7:00 p.m. Voters’
Assembly

27

Pastor and Vicar out of the
office for Winkel
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
Class
7:00 p.m. Elders meeting

20

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
Class
7:00 p.m. Planning
Council

13

Pastor and Vicar
out of office
Confessions Study
6:30 p.m. College
Bible Study

15

Michael and
All Angels
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:30 p.m. College
Bible Study
29 St.

Kelli is on vacation 9/27-10/3

8:30 a.m. Matins

28

Pastor out of office for District Sec. duties

Matthew, Apostle and 22
8:30 a.m. Matins
Evangelist
6:30 p.m. College
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Vespers Service Bible Study
Confessions Study
21 St.

Holy Cross Day
Pastor and Vicar out of
Office CTSFW
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
14

9

2

30

23

16

Pastor in St. Louis for District Sec. duties

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Vespers Service 6:30 p.m. College
Confessions Study
Bible Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

8

7

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:30 p.m. College
Bible Study

1

Thurs

6

Wed

September 2022
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Closed Monday 9/5 for Labor Day

Mon

Office Closed
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

4 Twelfth

13

Fri

24

17

10

3

Sat

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - September 2022
Sept. 4, 2022 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 1; Dt 30:15–20; Lk 14:25–35
“God’s People of Salt” Sermon: Lk 14:34a
Rev. Walter Maier III
The combination of two elements, sodium and
chlorine, results in sodium chloride - common table
salt. One use of salt is as a preservative to prevent the
spoiling or corrupting of food. We, as believers, are
God’s people of salt, whom he uses to counteract corrupting influences of the unbelieving world. God has
made us spiritual salt by a combination of two elements.
Sept. 11, 2022 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 119:169–176; Ezk 34:11–24; Lk 15:1–10
“The Seeking of the Shepherd” Sermon: Lk 15:4–5
Rev. Thomas A. Eggold
The words of this parable are words of joy. They
are the words of a Shepherd who searches out the
lost; they are the words of a Savior who seeks sinners; they are the words of a God who wants nothing
more than to bring His people home and who died to
do it.

Sept. 18, 2022 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 113; Am 8:4–7; Lk 16:1–15
“Shrewd Faith” Sermon: Lk 16:15b
Rev. Shayne M. Jonker
In the end, when the wealth of this world fails,
when the global economy collapses under the weight
of its own greed, when the idol of wealth is finally
exposed as the worthless fraud that it is, when you
have lost everything including your own life, there at
the end is only Jesus who will not fail you, welcoming you into an eternal dwelling that He won for you
by trading out His life for your life.
Sept. 25, 2022 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ps 146; Am 6:1–7; Lk 16:19–31
“Focus on Christ” Sermon: Lk 16:19–31
Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker
The rich man focused on the things of this world
to give meaning and pleasure to life. True meaning
and pleasure is to be found in Christ and in Him
alone. Through Scripture alone (God’s Word alone),
He brings us to faith and keeps us in the faith.
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