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Our Gospel presents two very different men, who lived very different lives, who died 

very different deaths, and because of their differences, ended up in two very different places.  

The most obvious difference between these two men is their wealth.  Jesus doesn’t give 

us the name of the rich man, but He does give us an idea of the wealth: “There was a rich man 

who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.”  These 

details are easy to gloss over, especially for us today.  Many of these luxuries are commonplace 

today; but in the Ancient world they were harder to come by.  Only the wealthiest could afford 

Purple clothing.  The ancients didn’t have synthetic dyes, only natural ones.  And purple dye 

comes from a particular shellfish.  To produce one gram of dye you needed 10,000 of these 

shellfish.  One gram of dye was not enough to dye an entire garment; more was needed.  Much 

more.  One pound of dye cost around three pounds of gold.  Three pounds!  Today you could sell 

that amount of gold for $19,000!  Only the wealthiest could afford the luxury of purple clothing. 

 The rich man also enjoys other luxuries.  He also wore fine linen.  Fine linen is a labor-

intensive product.  Even today buying fine linen bedsheets costs quite a bit of money.  The rich 

man wore fine linen regularly.  The rich man also feasted sumptuously every day.  Sumptuously!  

For him thanksgiving dinner wasn’t just once a year, it was every day.  The average diet in the 

ancient world consisted of grains, vegetables, olive oil, and wine.  The average person ate meat 

only on special occasions.  The rich man, well, he feasted every single day.  He is not just 

wealthy; he is Elon Musk-and-Jeff Bezos wealthy.  He is the 1%. 

 Jesus’ audience understood the rich man’s vast wealth, and what that meant for his 

standing before God.  All good things come from God, including our possessions.  This rich man 

is blessed with many possessions.  Therefore, he must have God’s favor.  This man must be 

righteous and just.  After all, God wants us to prosper financially and have plenty of money.  If 

you have a lot of wealth, it’s clear that God loves you and must be pleased with you.  He must be 

so pleased with you that you have His favor. 

 Jesus now introduces the other man: “And at his gate was laid a poor man named 

Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table.  
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Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores.”  Lazarus leads a very different life from 

that of the rich man.  Jesus doesn’t tell us what clothing Lazarus wore, but we can assume he 

only had rags to wear.  A far cry from the rich man’s purple clothing and fine linen!  Lazarus sits 

at the rich man’s gate gazing at the sumptuous feasts, begging for scraps.  His lifestyle resulted 

in him being covered in sores.  As he sat there, mangy feral dogs came up and licked those sores 

adding to his misery.  Pitiful!  Absolutely Pitiful!  Lazarus is weak, downtrodden, unable to help 

himself.  Clearly Lazarus doesn’t have God’s favor.  He or his parents must have done something 

horrible for him to end up like this.  Lazarus must have done something to anger God.  Why else 

would God have allowed him to suffer so? 

 But then we learn the fate of these two very different men.  Both died and ended up in 

two very different places.  Lazarus, is carried by angels to Abrahams’ Bosom.  The rich man 

goes to Hades.  Lazarus rests in heaven.  The rich man suffers eternal torment.  How could it end 

up this way?  How could the rich man end up in hell while Lazarus ends up in heaven?  After all 

the rich man was clearly blessed by God; while Lazarus was clearly punished by God.   

 Now you might say to yourself, “We get it Vicar!”  One’s wealth or social status doesn’t 

indicate God’s favor or lack thereof.  We understand that!  But do we really?  Take a moment 

and think about it.  Do you ever find yourself thinking this way?  In the past few months how 

many of us have thought or said, “This virus is clearly a punishment from God”?  At other times, 

have you questions and asked God, “Why are bad things happening to me?  I’m nothing but 

faithful to you, God!”  Perhaps you say to yourself, “I have truly messed up now, there is no way 

God can show me favor.” 

 God doesn’t judge a person by his or her outward appearance.  The rich man exemplifies 

this.  He appears to be in good with God, but inwardly he has no love or trust for God.  What else 

could his actions mean?  Our Epistle says, “He who does not love his brother whom he has 

seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.”  If the rich mand truly loved God, he would 

have cared for Lazarus, whom he saw sitting at his gate!  The rich man knew this.  He didn’t 

have John, but he did have Moses and the Prophets.  Moses wrote, “You shall not hate your 

brother in your heart,…but you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”   

 Wealth, clothes, diet—these are all superficial difference!  The real difference between 

Lazarus and the rich man is the Word of God.  Both men heard the Word of God.  Its right there 
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in the text, “If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if 

someone should rise from the dead.”  The rich man heard the Word and did not pay any 

attention to it.  He was focused on his wealth as his assurance of God’s favor.  Lazarus heard it, 

and it and the Word took root.  Moses and the Prophets pointed Lazarus to a God who loves him 

and cares for him.  Even though his life appeared miserable, he knew he has a God who cares for 

him.  Moses and the Prophets pointed Lazarus to Jesus. 

 Jesus, the One through whom and by whom all things were created.  The One to whom 

all creation belongs looks upon our poor, miserable existence.  He sees us in our rags, of our sin. 

He sees us, encircled by a demonic horde, waiting to nip and bite at our wounds.  Ready to 

pounce on us and tell us that God doesn’t care for sinners like us.  He looked upon us and had 

compassion on us.  He came down from heaven and took on our rags.  Through His incarnation 

He clothed Himself in our sinful flesh.  Dogs and a company of evil doers encircled Him and 

pierced his hands and feet, nailing Him to the cross.  There He died for your sins, and not just 

your sins but the sins of the world.  He rose victoriously in triumph over sin and death.  Now He 

clothes you in His own righteousness.  He removes your beggar’s rags and clothes you in a white 

robe of righteousness.  These robes are far superior to the rich man’s purple robes far superior 

fine linen.  They were not purchased with gold or silver, but something much more valuable.  

They were purchased with His own body give, His own blood shed.   

All of this he gives to you through faith.  Faith that is worked in you through the Word of 

God, the same Word that Lazarus heard.  That is the real difference between Lazarus and the rich 

man.  Lazarus heard it through Moses and the Prophets.  They pointed him to Christ.  You are 

also given Moses and the Prophets, and God gives you abundantly more.  He has given you the 

witness of the Apostles and the very Words of Christ.  All of which proclaim He who is risen 

from the dead.  Dear brothers and sister in Christ, no matter how things may appear you are 

purchased and won from sin and death by the precious blood of Christ.  You are very different 

from this world.  You know God and His favor toward you.  Jesus is evidence of that.  You need 

not worry about God punishing you.  He has promised, “All things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to His purpose.”  That incudes pandemics, riots, and economic 

hardship.  He has promised to bring you through it all, and finally, send His angels to carry you 

to heaven to be with Him.   


