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“But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.” 

They heard the news, how Jesus had silenced the Sadducees.  Now the Pharisees think to 

themselves, “Is it possible that this Jesus could be on our side?”  After all, He had just sent their 

political enemies packing by calling them out for not believing in the resurrection.  It could be he 

would side with them.  They needed to be sure, though.  So, the Pharisees gather together and 

come up with a plan to see if Jesus might, possibly be on their side.   It’s doubtful, but…. 

perhaps.  Still, they can’t approach Him without a game plan.  They don’t want Jesus 

embarrassing them like He did the Sadducees.  And if He doesn’t side with them, they will 

silence Him. 

“And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question to test him.  ‘Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the Law?” 

 They meet with one another and they decide on a plan of action.  What better why to find 

out if Jesus is with them than to ask Him about the Law?  For the Pharisees the key to 

understanding all of Scripture lies with the Law.  To understand the Law is to understand the will 

of God.  To understand the Law would be to understand the Messiah.  And to understand the 

Law is to understand righteousness.  They choose one of their own to pose a question to Jesus.  

And who better than a lawyer who thoroughly understood the whole Law laid out in Scripture.  

This lawyer poses his question to Jesus, “Which is the great commandment in the Law?”  If 

Jesus answers correctly, they will know that He understands Scripture the way they do.  They 

will know that Jesus is on their side, and more importantly, against their political enemies, the 
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Sadducees.  In seeing the Pharisees approach Jesus and the Scriptures this way, we see how the 

world tries to twist Jesus and the Scriptures to it’s own understanding.   

 We see different groups make their own key to try and understand the meaning of 

Scripture.  The Pharisees and Sadducees each had their own key to understanding Scripture and 

we are no different.  Everyone invokes Scripture to make their points.  Both conservatives and 

liberals will yank bible passages out of context and use them to demand people follow their 

particular policy.  Conservatives see Jesus say “Let the one who has no sword sell his cloak 

and buy one” as Jesus establishing the second amendment.  Liberals look to the third chapter of 

Galatians where Paul says there is neither male nor female as proof that Jesus supports those who 

wish to change their gender.  The same game the Pharisees and Sadducees play is continued 

today!  It’s the same thinking at play today as it was back then.  If we can get Jesus to side with 

us, we will have more people supporting our cause.  Because we want control, we get to work 

creating our own key to twist Scripture.  We want to force Jesus into supporting our own 

thoughts and desires.  We want Jesus to give a stamp of approval on our agenda.  We make Jesus 

our tool. 

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 

Prophets”    

 

 Jesus can see the trap the Pharisees are trying to set.  He can see them trying to 

manipulate Him into supporting them over the Sadducees.  Like always Jesus simply responds 

with the truth.  Jesus answers by quoting the words found in Deuteronomy.  It’s the same thing 

we have been taught all of our lives.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind.  And Love your neighbor as yourself.  It’s the entire Law 
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summarized.  Jesus answers the question correctly, and to the satisfaction of the Pharisees.  This 

is the answer they wanted from Him.  They are probably happy, because now they think they 

have an answer to their real question.  Jesus is on their side!  Jesus disagreed with their hated 

rivals the Sadducees, but He agrees with them!  That surely means He is on their side! 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying “What do 

you think about the Christ?  Whose Son is He?”  

 But Jesus knows their hearts and is ready to focus in on their true question.  So, Jesus 

now askes them a question, “What do you think about the Christ?  Whose Son is He?”  On the 

surface it seems like an odd question, the Pharisees were asking about the Law.  What does the 

Messiah have to do with keeping the Law?  Jesus is using this question to cut directly to the heart 

of the problem for the Pharisees.  They think the Law is the key to understanding the Scripture.  

Jesus knows this is inaccurate, because the Pharisees have made their own key to Scripture.  

They wish to twist Scripture to say what they want it to say.  Jesus is going to point out how 

Scripture is not their own personal tool.  It is not meant for them to use as a means for their own 

gain.  Jesus is going to show them how Scripture belongs to God and accomplishes His purpose. 

They said to Him, “The Son of David.”  He said to them, “How is it then that David in the Spirit, 

calls him Lord, Saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand until I put your enemies 

under your feet’?  If then David Calls Him Lord, how is He his Son?” 

 

 They answer, “The Son of David.”  They are correct, Scripture does say that the Messiah 

would be the son of David, but Jesus’s question doesn’t end there.  He continues by asking how 

David, in Psalm 110, calls his Son Lord.  This stumps the Pharisees for a couple of reasons.  

First, the Pharisees would not have seen Psalm 110 as a passage talking about the Messiah.  No 

one before Christ had interpreted that portion of Scripture in that light.  Second, they couldn’t 

make that interpretation because they had the wrong key to Scripture!  Only Christ is the key to 
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Scripture!  Jesus is showing how they don’t understand Scripture because they don’t understand 

the One to whom Scripture points!  Jesus will not let these false ideas of Scripture stand!  As 

much as the Pharisees, Sadducees, Conservatives, Liberals, and, yes, even ourselves wish to 

twist Scripture to fit our own idea those ideas are still not the point of Scripture.  Christ is key; 

He is the One whom Scripture proclaims. 

And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask Him any 

more questions.  

 Jesus has now gone too far!  The Pharisees get that Jesus is claiming divinity with this 

question.  They could not accept that, because they had the wrong key.  By revealing the truth to 

them, Jesus sealed His fate.  The Pharisees wished to see if Jesus would be on their side, and it’s 

now clear that He isn’t.  They now move to work with the Sadducees to remove Jesus from the 

picture.  By showing how He was the key to Scripture, Jesus hastened what Scripture said He 

came to do.  In a few days, the plot to kill Jesus would succeed.  He would be arrested and before 

the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council, both Pharisees and Sadducees would convict Him.  He 

would face crucifixion.  He would be beaten and marred beyond recognition.  He would have 

nails driven through His hands and feet.  There on the cross He would slowly suffer and die.  Yet 

in this moment the Father reveals why Jesus is the key to Scripture.  Jesus is the One who 

redeems mankind.  He is the One who takes on our sinful nature and defeats it.  Jesus is the One 

who puts us back into right relation with God.  This is the point of Scripture!  Jesus dying on 

your behalf in order that you would be declared righteous.  The true message of Scripture makes 

all other supposed messages inferior.  The Pharisees’, and Sadducees’, Conservatives’, and 

Liberals’, messages ring hallow because they are.  Only Christ is the key to Scripture and what 

He reveals from Scripture is your salvation.  In Jesus name.  


