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 “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.”  Our Lord’s words seem 

harsh and cold.  Why would Jesus not simply go with this official and miraculously heal his son?  

Surely it would be simple for Jesus to go and place His hand upon the boy; then the official will 

have no need to doubt who Jesus is.  Jesus will come in, perform a miracle, and everyone who 

witnesses it will believe.   

 It’s clear that the official had some sort of knowledge that Jesus could help him.  He 

wouldn’t have come to Jesus if he didn’t think that Jesus could help him.  This man is expecting 

some sort of miracle.  As an official to the king he would have had access to top notice medicine.  

That had failed him.  All the traditional routes had failed him.  Medicine could not help, he 

needed something miraculous.  Jesus can see this man’s heart, and He knows that he is missing 

something.  This man is missing faith.  He is lacking faith because he had not received that 

which creates faith.  He hasn’t heard the Word of God. 

 All of us were like the official at one point.  We had not received the Word of God.  In 

fact, we were openly hostile to it.  We see it in those who still haven’t been enlightened by God's 

Word.  They demand some sort of sign from God to prove that He exists.  It is not enough that 

God has spoken to us through His word, they need something more.  They need God to bend 

Himself to their will.  This is the way of sinful man, openly rebellious to God, preferring their 

own word over that of God’s Word.  They would prefer to rely upon their own thoughts rather 

than listening to what God has to say.  This is the sinful nature of man, and it infects us all. 
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 One might say to themselves though, “I have been enlightened by the Word of God.  

What you are describing is what I use to be.”  It is all to easy for us to fall into the same old trap 

though.  We lose sight of the Word of God and instead of faith in His Word we fall back upon 

our own works.  Instead of faith in God and His promises we look to ourselves and our own 

accomplishments.  It’s not God who is responsible for my health, its my own work.  I am the one 

who eats healthy and exercises, God has nothing to do with it.  It’s not God who blessed me with 

my job and possessions, it was my hard work ethic that got me where I am today.  I have no need 

to worry about hell and eternal damnation.  I know ill be in heaven, after all I volunteer all the 

time at church and help my neighbors out.  Clearly, I am a good person.  God will have to let me 

in.  Without the Word of God, we lose sight of reality.   

 The truth is that we are incapable of seeing the truth without it being revealed to us 

through God’s Word.  We look around at different signs and we would see them as proof that we 

are on the right path.  Is life going well?  That means your doing the right thing, right?  We look 

to false signs and wonders.  God’s Word paints a very different picture for us though.  It shows 

us how we are dead in our trespasses.  It shows us how we have failed miserably.  The Word of 

God reveals to us how we are, contrary to what we think, helpless and in need of saving. 

This is why Jesus' words are so hard for us to hear this morning.  When He says, “Unless 

you see signs and wonders you will not believe” we are convicted.  Those words hit us like it 

did the official.  Its as if Jesus says, “Faith shall not rest upon signs and wonders, but upon the 

Word.”  We seek signs and wonders, but Jesus gives us something better; Jesus gives us His 

word. 

 The Word of God is effective, it accomplishes that which God intends it for.  We heard 

earlier how God created the whole world in six days.  God simply spoke, and everything came 
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into existence.  Christ does the same thing in our Gospel lesson for today.  The Official pleads 

for his son to be healed.  Jesus says to him, “Go; your son will live.”  That’s all that the Official 

is given; the Word of God.  We know the man’s reaction to this.  He didn’t go away 

disappointed.  He didn’t argue with Jesus trying to get Him to reconsider.  “He believed the 

word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way.”  This man had faith in Jesus, he trusted 

His word.  Faith clings to the sure and certain promise that is found in the word of God.  When 

God says it, you are guaranteed that it will be done.   

 The Official believes the Word which Jesus says to him, so he departs.  He leaves fully 

expecting his son to be delivered from this illness that has left him near death.  He is met by one 

of his servants who informs him of the good news.  His son is indeed recovering from his illness.  

The Official askes what time his son began to mend.  He asks, but he already knew the answer to 

the question.  The servant’s answer confirms what the Official already knew.  The very moment 

Jesus spoke those words, “your son shall live” the son began to recover.  The Official doesn’t 

keep this knowledge to himself.  He tells the entire household what had occurred, and the Word 

again accomplishes what it is sent to do.  The entire household believes.  They hear the Word, 

the Word creates faith, and that faith clings to the Word.  That is why Jesus didn’t go to the 

household.  God works through means to bring people into His kingdom.  Its no different here.  

God works through His word to bring sinners to faith. 

 Jesus doesn’t give the official signs and wonders apart from the Word of God.  We 

shouldn’t expect them either.  Signs and wonders don’t produce faith, only the Word of God can 

do that.  Faith then in turn clings to the certainty of God's Word.  The same Word which was 

present at creation as John writes earlier in his Gospel account, “all things were made through 

Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made.”  This Word of God took on 
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human flesh, being born of the virgin Mary.  This Word of God proclaimed the repentance of 

sins and reconciliation with the Father.  This Word of God took on the sins of the world and 

marched toward a hill outside of Jerusalem.  This Word of God was nailed to the cross to pay the 

price of your sins.  This Word of God rested from all His work He was sent to accomplish.  This 

Word of God rose from the dead and is seated at the right hand of God.  This Word of God will 

come again to gather His church to be with Him.  This Word of God is none other than Jesus 

Himself.  Faith clings to Him and only Him because He is the only way to be reconciled with the 

Father.   

 We need not seek after God through some other channel or means.  We need not rely 

upon false signs and wonders.  We have the Word of God.  The Word of God points us to the 

true signs and wonders of God’s presence.  Where there are two or three gathered in the name of 

the Lord, He is also present amongst them.  Where water and the word are combined and poured 

upon a sinner's head, there the Lord is present washing away sins.  Where simple bread and wine 

and the Word of God spoken, there the flesh and blood of Jesus are present for the forgiveness of 

sins.  Where a called and ordained service of the word announces God's word of forgiveness, 

there God comes in His mercy.   

Brothers and Sisters continue to cling to the Word of God.  Do not neglect to hear the 

word of God daily.  Fathers, be like the official, make sure your household hears the Word.  

Mothers listen to your husband as he teaches that Word and help him teach it to the children.  

Children listen to your parents; God has given them as a gift to you so they can point you to God.  

Dear Saints in Christ gather together to hear the word of God proclaimed from that lectern and 

this pulpit.  Come to the Altar to receive the Word of God in flesh and blood.  Then after 
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received the Word of God, having your faith strengthened do as the official does.  “The man 

believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way.”   

In the name of Jesus.  

 


