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What has Jesus come to do?  It was a popular question in Jesus’ day, and, in fact, it’s still 

frequently asked today.  Was Jesus message simply about being a nice guy to our neighbors?  

Did Jesus come to tell us what we need to do in order to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven?  Was 

He just some prophet who had a word from God to proclaim?  Today we receive a 

straightforward answer from Jesus as to why He came.  He came to fulfill the law for you.   

 Christ teachers that He is the fullness of the Law and the Prophets; but what is meant by 

the Law and the Prophets?  Is the Law only in reference to the Ten Commandments, or is it much 

more than that?  Are we simply talking about the Prophets words concerning the predictions of 

Christ’s coming?  By referencing the Law and the Prophets Christ is giving a shorthand for the 

fullness of Scripture which is revealed in Himself.  All of Scripture points the hearer to Christ 

because He is the key to understanding the fullness of them.   

Christ teaches us exactly how evil the fallen nature of mankind is.  He says, “You have 

heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder.”  Most people will say that they 

agree with this commandment.  We see the inherit evil in the act of murder, and we seek to 

prevent anyone from preforming this act on another human being.  The Pharisees would have 

seen this commandment and thought to themselves, “I’ve got absolutely no problem keeping this 

one I’ve never killed anyone!”  This is the same reaction of our Old Adam as well.  We give 

ourselves a pat on the back, thinking at least I’m better than that sinful murderer over there.  

Christ, however, doesn’t allow the self-praise and self-justification to continue.   
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Christ teachers saying, “I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will 

be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 

says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.”  Now this gives us pause.  We all know that 

we have been angry before.  From a young age, we have argued and fought with our siblings 

because they would not allow us to get our way.  We might have had that co-worker who we 

wish would just get their comeuppance because they are just despicable.  Perhaps the spouse has 

just been harping on us for some minor issue and we have had enough of it.  Sure, we wouldn’t 

be convicted in a court of law because we did not end their lives, but before the judgment throne 

of God, we stand guilty.  We have killed in our hearts; we have not sought out our neighbor’s 

wellbeing.  You see, Christ revealing the fullness and meaning of Scripture means that we see 

ourselves for what we truly are — dead in sin and incapable of raising ourselves from that death. 

 Left alone our situation would indeed be dire and hopeless.  But Christ doesn’t only come 

to teach us the fulness of Scripture.  Christ fulfills the Law and the Prophets; Christ fulfills the 

Scripture!   

You see, Christ’s mission while He walked this earth was to fulfill Scripture.  He says, 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them.”  He fulfills the Law.  He fulfills the Promises.  We know the 

Ten Commandments, we know what our heavenly Father requires of us, and we know our failure 

to measure up.  Therefore, any hope for our ledger to be balanced, had to come from God.   

So, God takes on human flesh in Christ.  As the second Person of the Trinity, Jesus is 

fully divine, begotten of the Father from eternity.  He humbles Himself by taking on the flesh of 

His creation, being born of the Virgin Mary; and, unlike His creation, He keeps the Law 

perfectly.  He doesn’t stop at just keeping the Law perfectly though, that wouldn’t be of any 
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benefit to us if Christ came to only keep the Law perfectly.  No, He came to become liable to the 

Law.  His being liable to the Law is wrapped up in God’s Promise!  He must suffer the judgment 

that we rightly deserve.  He must suffer hell itself in order to bring about the fullness of what 

Scripture says concerning Him.  He does this all on our behalf, fallen humanity, so that we could 

receive His righteousness.  This is the happy exchange — He takes upon himself our sins and we 

receive His righteousness.  Now, when the Father looks upon us, He only sees the righteousness 

of His Son.  He doesn’t see the anger in your heart for your sibling, the contempt for your co-

worker's well-being, or the lack of concern for your spouse.  No, He sees only the love that 

Christ has for sinners.  As Christ Himself says, “…unless your righteousness exceeds that of 

the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Thanks be to God 

that our righteousness is Christ’s righteousness!  That righteousness does indeed exceed the 

righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees. 

 Now one might be saying to himself, “This is great news!  However, I continually find 

myself falling into those same sins.”  After all, we still see those Commandments and we 

continue to see our failure.  This is what life will be like for you this side of eternity as you are 

consistently in a battle with your Old Adam.  Yet even here, you do not fight alone.  Christ 

fulfills the Law and the Prophets in you and through you.   

Through your Baptism you received the righteousness of Christ.  No longer can sin, 

death, and the devil make a claim on you.  You now are children of God, and heirs of eternal life.  

The Holy Spirit now resides in you, and while the Old Adam tries his hardest to wrestle control 

from the Holy Spirit, he remains bound.  As a new creation, your delight is in the Law of God, 

you desire to do nothing more than carry out the will of our Father who is in heaven.  You 

recognize the sin which you commit daily, and you call it for what it is.  We despise our evil 



4 

 

desires and, as Luther writes, in his Small Catechism, “The Old Adam in us should by daily 

contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man 

should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.”  This is 

the daily struggle that the Christian will go through until the day that our Lord calls us home.  

When the Old Adam is finally held under the water and doesn’t struggle to drag us down with 

him.   

Christ also fulfills the Law and the Prophets through you.  As human creatures, we are 

created to be in community and relationship with one another.  No one can live an isolated life.  

We need one another, and Christ uses us as tools to do His work.  When our brothers or sisters in 

Christ sins against us we show them their sin and remind them to whom they belong.  When they 

repent, we are quickly there to remind them of Christ who fulfilled the Law in their place.  We 

become His tools; we are in His hands to bring about the fullness and richness of God’s mercy to 

our brothers or sisters.  When a member of the body of Christ is sick or hurting, we are the 

vessels in which God delivers His mercy as we care for his or her needs.  We also point those 

who are outside of the Church to the hope that we have in Christ.  Christ fulfills the Law and the 

Prophets through us by making us, as Luther puts it, “little Christs” to the world. 

 Contrary to many different ideas, Christ’s primary goal in coming to earth was not simply 

to teach some form of morality or to give us a list of tasks to complete in order to inherit the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  Christ came to fulfill the Law and the prophets on our behalf.  He came to 

give us His righteousness.  Now He brings fulfillment of that Law and the Prophets in us and 

through us as we wait for Him to return.  In Jesus name.  


